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REGIONAL AFFALRS 


GOVERNMENTAL PHILOSOPHIES ANALYZED 
London AL~SAHRQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 30 Jul 86 p 9 
[Article by Ihsan 'Abd-al-Quddus: "Ignoring Reality Does Not Fulfill Dreams"] 


[Text} One thing I always say is that we are not living in reality but in a 
dream world. 


The result is that we stand still and do nothing to shape reality in order to 
make our dreams come true. Indeed we have gotten into the habit of ignoring 
reality and living in a world of dreams, even to the extent of establishing 
structures which represent aspects of those dreams, but do nothing to bring 
about the reality we dream of. 


Reality is based on gauging all facets of the circumstances in whcih a nation 
lives as a ratio of its cultural level of political, economic, or social aware- 
ness. That ratio differs from one people to another. On the other hand the 
dreams of each nation are stirred by the cultural standards reached by another 
nation which has achieved a superior level, and are evoked by studying foreign 
regimes, theories, and structures, the resurgence of which has created an alien 
reality that differs from the one in which ve live. 


Theories such as capitalist, socialist, Marxist, democratic, or totalitarian 

J gma that lie uppermost in our dreams are imported from foreign realities and 

have therefore failed to impose themselves on our very different reality. What 
I am saying concerns the application of details or attempts to put theory into 

practice regardless of the general goals and principles involved. 


No Arab ccuntry, for instance, can apply the USSR's socialist system or the 
U.S. type of capitalist practice because of the vast difference in the real- 
ities of each. Indeed even the more advanced nations, representing supreme 
examples of human civilization, differ in their application of the single sys- 
tem binding them, according to their varying realities. 


American, British, and French democracies differ, although they are based on 
the same tenets. The one party systems of the USSR, Yugoslavia, and Romania 
are varied in application despite being based on the same theory. We, however, 
have not so far been able to create our own individual system despite being 
influenced by foreign theories. 











The supreme example of our ignoring reality involves the fact that all our 
nations consider themselves in a state of war, not with Israel or with each 
other, but in a state of universal warfare involving the whole world. Warfare 
is not confined to mere shots, but may be far more cruel and violent without a 
Single shot being fired. It is warfare based on imposing a continued existence 
and on sust .ning political, economic, and social domination. Realists have 
now begun to enumerate the battlefields between the North and the South. In 
other words all the more advanced countries of the North consider themselves 

in a state of war with the lesser civilized nations of the South. 


Some savants have even begun to break down the hostilities into classifications 
and consider them as constituting a war between white and colored peoples, the 
whites considering themselves to be natural overlords of the coloreds. All 
clashes that have so far taken place in various parts of the world have been 
between whites and coloreds, irrespective of hostilities between whites. 
Hostilities in the latter case are construed as a form of general worl war 
Since the whites have possession of the whole world, whereas conflicts between 
whites and coloreds are no more than local conflicts and have nothing to do 
with world forces, as though a war between whites and coloreds is a very normal 
thing. The distinction continues between the two, however united they may be 
by the faith, principles, and systems that bind them. Even in Israel, those 
who promoted and became the leaders of Zionism until a state was set up were 
white Jews. Although started by East European Jews, white West European Jews 
continued the movement. As for the colored Jews living in the southern hemi- 
sphere, they became serfs to the whites and so remain to this day. In other 
words the war between Israel and the Arabs can, in reality, be considered a 
war between white and colored peoples even though there are white strains among 
the Arabs. This leads to a similarity of the situations in Israel and South 
Africa resulting in a full alliance between the Israelis and the settler leader- 
ships in South Africa, both of whom are waging a war against the coloreds. 


This situation which involves us in a continuing general world war is a reality 
that we are ignoring. In other words we are not living the reality of war but 
are dreaming of peace, even though we sometimes try to combine the two situa- 
tions of war and peace and fail either to gain a victory in war or to achieve 

a state of peace. There is no doubt that the realities of war require popular 
regimes and responsibilities that differ totally from those based on a realistic 
peace. Because some of us ignore the state of war while being unable to accept 
a state of peace, attempts are made to impose a state of affairs that provides 
neither war nor peace. There are many examples we can call upon of our ignoring 
reality and looking to dreams rather than practicing realism until peace is 
achieved. 


The Lebanese problem, for example, began when one sect arrogated to itself 
Supreme authority over all other sects. This situation was based on a fact of 
the time whereby the sect in question, the Maronites, was the most strongly 
organized and most advanced in realizing life's achievements while at the same 
time enjoying the confidence of the foreign power holding sway over Lebanon's 
fate, namely France. That reality began to change when the other sects started 
gaining organizational strength and the foreign power to lose control. 





The greater motive should have been to reorganize government on the basis of a 
relationship of majority and minority sects, in other words, reality began to 
require a new system of government in Lebanon. The Maronites, however, refused 
to recognize tiiat reality, not as a Christian sect but as a ruling group, and 
refused to accept the fact even in relation to the other Christian sects. 
Moslem sects too refused to recognize reality even among themselves, with the 
Sunni Moslem sects, for example, refusing to accept a Shiite majority. The 
result of this refusal to accept reality was warfare in Lebanon that has con- 
tinued for more than 10 years, and it is no longer an exclusively Lebanese war 
but a general world war, now that France has lost its exclusive control over 
Lebanon. 


I could go on citing examples of reality being ignored in many parts of the 
Arab world and the Third World, but all these examples can only lead to one 
hope, that the Almighty inspire us with the ability to accept reality and 
evolve it without ignoring it until--at long last--our hopes and dreams 
materialize. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS ~ 


EVREN THREATENS ARMENIANS AGAINST TERRITORIAL DEMANDS 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 11 Jul 86 pp 1, 4 


[Article: "President Evren Discusses Armenian Territorial Demands in Erzerum: 
‘If They Are so Strong, Let Them Come and Take It'"] 


[Text] Yesterday President Evren concluded his business in Erzerum and 
returned to Ankara. Before returning, the President made a speech addressed 
to the people of Erzerum and once again made reference to the insistent 
demands of the Armenians. 


The President stated that, in addition to civil troubles and turmoil, the 
Armenians have again started up with territorial demands. "Thanks to the 
liberation struggles of this homeland, bathed in the blood of the martyrs, 
establishment of another government is not possible. If they are so strong, 
let them come and take it, and let us see," the President stated, and 
continued: "At no period in history has the Turkish nation sought to cause 
misfortune to the minorities under its administration. And yet around us and 
right among us there are those who are causing unhappiness and misfortune. 
There exist no such black pages in the history of the Turks. The Turkish 
people would never resort to such a means." 


The President of the Republic, noting that on the previous day he had attended 
in the village of (Alacha) the dedication of a memorial erected in memory of 
the Armenians killed during World War I, stated that he wished to retu'n to 
that subject: "The Turkish people are a great people. For this reason it is a 
proud nation. It is a nation which does not take pleasure in making a lot of 
noise about certain incidents so that the entire world will near. But a 
number of vociferous nations harvest a number of benefits thanks to their 
vociferousness. Throughout its history the Turkish nation has done no evil to 
anybody, to no innocent person; and yet we are being portrayed to the entire 
world as a nation that has committed murder. The reason is that we have not 
been able to make this known to the world. Those 278 innocent persons -- 
boys, girls, women, men, and elderly people -- all have been killed; we have 
buried them in three pits, and after that have done nothing, have told nobody. 
We have not raised any noise over this incident. But because we moved them 
from one region to another due to the calamity they were causing, they are 
arousing the entire world, as you know, stirring up a tempest throughout the 











world. This question is even being raised before parliaments and congresses 
in a number of countries. 


"They are going so far that they have the audacity to inform the entire world 
that they proclaim 24 April to be the day of Armenian Genocide. And yet it is 
the Turks who have actually been subjected to murder. This we are now forced 
to show to the entire world also by erecting memorials. 


"Dear people of Erzerum," continued President Evren, "the Ottoman Empire did 
not show partiality toward the minorities living within its borders. It 
accepted them as its own children, gave them various positions and posts, 
various degrees and titles, and treated them exactly the same way it treated 
Muslims. Take a look at history: there were Armenians who served as 
ministers, those who reached the highest positions in government 
administration, diplomatic posts, who held senior envoy positions, and there 
were pashas; that is how we accepted them. But look and see how they revealed 
their true countenance following our defeat at the end of World War I." 


President Evren then continued his excursion through history. He stated that 
following the Montreux Treaty [sic] the Armenians planned to occupy Erzerum 
and Kars plus several other provinces, and for this reason the 15th Army Corps 
pushed them back to (Gyumri)(Leninakan). The Armenians were then forced to 
conclude a peace treaty; the Kars-(Gyumri) agreement was signed first, 
followed by the Moscow-Ankara agreement. But since that time the Armenians 
have repeated their territorial demands whenever the occasion presented 
itself. 


"We drew our borders with the hand of Ataturk," the President stated, "signed 
the Lausanne treaty, repudiated the Treaty of Sevres, and that was the end of 
it. But when disorders flared up again in Turkey, when our unity began to 
crumble, this question also came up again. It is for this reason that I 
always repeat to my fellow countrymen that we should not allow our unity to be 
broken, because every time anarchy has appeared in this country, attended by 
terrorism and animosity between fellow countrymen, these problems have arisen. 
They have spoken out against us at the UN and elsewhere. But if we stand 
united like a steel fist, they can do nothing. This I repeat here and now." 


The President then reiterated that Turkey does not mistreat any minority or 
non-Muslim on its territory, but he also stated that "a few steps away from 
us, the Bulgarians are not reciprocating in like manner toward their 
minorities." 


The President also extensively addressed the fate of the Bulgarian Turks. 


3024 
CSO: 4506/57 











ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 





ARMENIAN COMMUNITY INSULTED; BISHOP PROTESTS TO PRESIDENT 
Bishop Protests to President 
Tehran ALIK in Armenian 7 Jun 86 p 1 


[Letter by Tehran's Armenian Prelate Artak Archbishop Manukian: "Letter of 
Protest F om Tehran's Armenian Prelate" ] 


[Text] We draw our readers' attention to the following letter 
by T. Artak Archbishop Manukian, Armenian Prelate of Tehran, in 
connection with the Ayatollah Sane'i's statements sent to the 
president of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Hojjat ol-Eslam 
Khamene'i. 


In the Name of God 


Hojjat ol-Eslam val-Moslemin Mr Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i, the esteemed President 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran: 


I must respectfully bring to your attention the fact that the Ayatollah 
Sane'i, while presenting on Isiamic Republic of Iran television a series of 
lectures on the occasion of the felicitous month of Ramadan, when giving 
explanations concerning the problem of halal and haram, made offensive 
Statements about non-Muslims, even equating them with lower animals. These 
words have caused me deep pain and concern and have evoked sadness within the 
Armenian community. 


For centuries the Persian Armenians have lived side by side with their Muslim 
fellow countrymen, have taken onto their shoulders the burden of various 
difficulties and privations, and now are also sacrificing their children in 
this mandatory war, in defense of this country's territorial integrity, its 
rights and interests. They would trust that such statements, which 
undoubtedly do not coincide with the Islamic humane soul and high aims, will 
not give rise to misunderstanding and, God forbid, become the reason for 
weakening of the unity of the Armenian and Muslim fellow countrymen. 








We therefore hope that you will issue suitable instructions so that the 
misapprehensions and concern evoked within the Armenian community in this 
connection will be assuaged. 


Respectfully yours, 
Artak Archbishop Manukian, 
Armenian Prelate of Tehran 


President Replies 
Tehran ALIK in Armeanian 15 Jun 86 p 1 


[Letter by Seyyed Mohammad Mir Mohammadi, chief of the special office of the 
President of the Republic: "Reply by the President of the Republic to the 
Letter from the Armenian Prelate of Tehran") 


[Text] We presented for our readers in the 7 June issue of this 
newspaper a letter of protest by the Prelate of the Armenian 
Diocese of Tehran to the President of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, concerning an offensive remark about non-Muslims on a_ TV 
program. 


We present below in translation the President of the Republic's 
reply to the above-mentioned letter. 


In the name of God the All-Merciful and Compassionate 


Your Excellency Archbishop Artak S. Manukian, prelate of the Armenian Diocese 
of Tehran: 


Your letter was respectfully brought to the attention of the President of the 
Republic. He responded with the following instructions in writing: 


"Inform Archbishop Artak Manukian, the Armenian Prelate of Tehran, that the 
efforts of and difficulties experienced by the Armenians during this period of 
war have always been appreciated and will continue to be appreciated by the 
officials concerned. I personally have witnessed some of these highly valued 
efforts, and I shall never forget them. 


"The Armenians and other religious minorities in the Islamic Republic, as 
human beings, enjoy respect and individual rights, and any insult to them 
shall not be tolerated." 


3024 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


CHURCH SERVICE BANNED: BISHOP DEMANDS EXPLANATION 
Tehran ALIK in Armenian 18 Jun 86 p 1 


[Letter by the Prelate of the Armenian Diocese of Tehran, Artak Archbishop 
Manukian: "The Holy Father's Letter to the Minister of Internal Affairs"] 


[Text] In God's Name 


Esteemed Minister of Interior of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Hojjat ol-Eslam 
"Ali Akbar Mohtashemi: 


It is with great pain that I am compelled respectfully to direct your 
attention to a circumstance which prevented the observance of a religious 
ceremony of the Armenian Church, which is an unprecedented occurrence in Iran. 


In accordance with a prior announcement, it was decided that, as in past 
years, a religious ceremony and a special ceremony of thanksgiving would be 
held at the Saint Sargis Church on Wednesday, 7 Khordad 1365 (28 May 1986), 
on the occasion of 28 May, not only to honor the memory of the martyrs but, in 
particular, honoring the date of establishment of the independent republic in 
1918 following 600 years of enslavement of a people deprived of its rights. 


In spite of the fact that on that day police officials made several telephone 
calls, making inquiries concerning the organizing individual, and were 
informed that the ceremony would take place only in the church and through me, 
regrettably policemen came to the church entrance approximately one hour prior 
to the scheduled time of the ceremony and announced that the ceremony would 
not take place, and prevented people from entering the church premises. This 
incident caused pain and deep concern on the part of the large throng in the 
street. 


Although a number of inquiries have been made to learn the reason why the 
officials prohibited the ceremony, unfortunately neither at that time nor » 
date has it been explained to me why at the last minute, without giving / 
explanation, a ceremony which has been held for many years was _ prohibited, 
causing deep concern to the Armenian community. 





In view of the above, I consider it necessary once again to draw your 
attention to the fact that the banning of religious ceremonies for the Persian 
Armenian community is a totally unprecedented phenomenon and has caused great 
concern and pain to me and to the Diocesan Council. We should like to inform 
You that, in addition to oral and written complaints which have reached us, on 
11. Khordad (1 June) a large number of people came to the office of the 
prelate and submitted a written request that the matter be pursued and that 
the Armenian community's concern and worry be communicated to the appropriate 
authorities. 


In view of the above, we request that you instruct that the reason for 
prohibiting this ceremony be stated and that steps be taken to prevent the 
future occurrence of similar incidents, which are in contravention to the 
religious freedom of the Persian Armenian minority. 


Most respectfully, 
Artak Archbishop Manukian, 
Prelate of the Armenian Diocese of Tehran 


3024 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER DENIES CONTACT WITH DASHNAK PARTY 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 16 Jul 86 p 1 


[Article: "Ihsan Sabri Cagalayangil Denies: 'I have Absolutely Not Met With 
the Dashnaks'"] 


[Text] Former Foreign Minister Ihsan Sabri Cagalayangil denied a claim 
made by ASALA that he had met in 1978 with the Dashnak Party and had held a 
number of Turkish-Armenian talks. 


This claim was recently brought up again by Professor (Michael Kunter) of the 
University of Tennessee during a lecture, stating that ASALA had insisted that 
the Dashnak Party had been engaged in talks with the Turks. ASALA's aim was 
to disgrace the Dashnak Party and to cause bad feelings toward it on the part 
of the Armenian people. 


ASALA insisted that Ihsan Sabri Cagalayangil had met with Torikian, one of the 
Dashnak leaders. 


Cagalayangil who was in Switzerland in connection with the eye surgery for his 
wife, denied the allegation upon his return home. 


"No such meeting took place," he stated. "I have not taken part in any 
meeting with the Armenians. I became minister in January 1978. I did not go 
abroad at all in the capacity of minister during 1978." 


3024 
CSO: 4605/60 
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ALGERIA 


PROGRESS OF GAS PIPELINE PROJECT WITH ITALY DISCUSSED 
London AL~MAJALLAH in Arabic 21 May 86 pp 36-37 
[Article: “Algerian Gas Pipeline Connects Europe with Africa”] 


[Text] “It was difficult to make such a decision and initiate a project that 
required technical methods which had not been tested before.” That is how the 
Italian engineer Annibale Pedrazzi started his speech describing this hugh 
accomplishment which has been carrying for more than 3 years Algerian natural 
gas to Italian factories and plants in North Italy 2,494 km away. 


According to the experts, the Italian demand will increase this year to 12 
billion cubic meters. New rounds of negotiations are underway to determine 
the price and explore the possibility of extending the pipeline to other 
European countries such as France and Germany. 


It seems, so far, that the pipeline is not posing any danger to the 
environment and nature in general. Since pumping started in 1982, not a 
single accident or leak has been reported. 


The pipeline was equipped with video monitoring equipment and wireless 
communications installed when the pipeline was extended, in addition to radio 
communications to assist in operating the equipment and to maintain security. 
As is known, the Algerian natural gas fields, which are considered the world's 
most significant, are located about 643 km into southern Algeria near the 
Hassi R'mel oasis deep in the desert sands. 


The first section of the pipeline, which is 1 meter in diameter, crosses 563 
km of Algerian land, then 201 km of Tunisian land, before dipping into the sea 
and crossing to the island of Sicily. After 338 km across the island and 
crossing another waterway, it passes across Italy from south to north for a 
distance of 1,046 km to reach Minerbio southwest of the famous city of Venice. 


Deepest Pipeline 


The main obstacle that faced construction of this pipeline is the depth of the 
sea between Tunisia and Sicily. The engineers working on the project stated 
that this is the first time that a pipeline has been constructed 500 meters 
deep, when the record was only 136 meters. The engineers and technicians had 
to take into consideration the sea currents and the depth of the sea itself, 
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which is full of rocks in this area. Facing this challenge, the engineers had 
to come up with new methods to weld the pipes under water. A special ship was 
built for this reason which helped install 153 km of pipeline between Tunisia 
and the island of Sicily, also the section between Sicily and Italy across the 
bay of Messina. 


The primary studies for the project were made in 1972, 20 years after the 
discovery of the gas fields in Hassi R'mel. On 19 October 1972 an agreement 
was signed between the Italian National Office for Hydrogenous Fuels and the 
Algerian “SONTRACH.” After 2 months the Tunisian government joined the 
agreement. The project remained under study until 1977, which is the year the 
Pipeline Across the Mediterranean Company was established with an equal- 
capital partnership between Italy and Algeria. Work started the same year. 


Algeria constructed the section of pipeline that runs on its soil, while Italy 
constructed the Tunisian and Italian sections of the pipeline. The Italian 
National Office and “SONTRACH™ gave the concession to construct the underwater 
section to Italian companies. 


The section of pipeline that connects Ras al~Taibe in Tunisia and Sicily was 
finished in April 1980. But gas was not pumped until 1982 because of a 
disagreement over prices. An agreement was signed for a period of 25 years 
insuring contracts for the [talian companies in Algerii. 


About 3,200 Algerian workers and technicians and 700 Italians participated in 
constructing the pipeline. Nazim-al-Din Zwifsh, the manager of the Algertan- 
Italian company “Marine Consult,” which provided the technical and mechanical 
support to construct and maintain the pipeline, stressed that the importance 
of this pipeline does not stem only from the fact that it is huge technical 
accomplishment, but also because it proves that it is possible to link two 
continents, Africa and Europe. 


Obstacles of the Project 


Some of the obstacles encountered by the project were the antiquity and 
ancient monument a.eas that had to be protected and kept away from the course 
of the pipeline. Also attention was given to the surrounding environment. 
Numerous historical sites were discovered during the course of work on the 
project in Tunisia and Italy. 


Sections of the pipeline which pass near historical sites or populated areas 
were buried. 


In the area of Anshutt (Algeria), where the rainwater stagnates in salty 
puddles, certain procedures were taken so that the pipeline floats on the 
surface. AFter the work was finished, most of the workers and technicians 
went back to Italy except 30 Italians who stayed behind at Hassi R'mel to 
supervise the pumping of the gas through the pipeline. 


No doubt this vital connector that carries the most needed gas to Italian 
homes and factories will be of greater importance if and when it gets 
connected with other European pipelines. This should give relations between 
North Africa and Europe a different dimension. 


13034/12913 
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MOROCCO 


LACK OF RURAL PLANNING, DROUGHT DECRIED 
Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 24 May 86 p 3 


[Article: “It Is Disgraceful That Plans and Projects Are Not Being Made for 
Our Outlying Areas” ] 


{Text] Ben Yazid lachmi raised a question about planning for rural areas. To 
begin with, he pointed out the importance of these areas which continue to 
suffer from economic and social problems. According to Ben Yazid Hachmi, this 
has prompted the Istiqlal Party to make constant appeals for the care and 
comprehensive development of rural areas. In this connection, he pointed out 
that the notion left by imperialism of “usable Morocco” and “unusable Morocco” 
is still current. This is evidenced by the small number of projects which 
have been allocated, and nevertheless only partially completed. For example, 
certain rural communities and markets have no revenues. The housing sector is 
neglected. He pointed to the fact that the independent district of Nouasseur 
near Casablanca, the largest city in Morocco, is still awaiting at this time 
the establishment of what is called “provincial planning.” This has hindered 
the growth of this region at a time when there has been a concentration of 
projects in the Casablanca-Rabat-Kenitra axis. “The problems which outlying 
areas are struggling with have prompted me to raise this question. Through it 
we see that it is disgraceful for us not draft plans and projects for our 
rural areas in order to raise the standard of living for their inhabitants and 
to lift these areas from their manifestations of backwardness.” 


The minister assigned to the prime minister and responsible for planning made 
clear the importance of the agricultural sector in the various state plans. 
Attention has been paid to the rural sector, especially in view of the fact 
that the rural areas are considered the basic source of food for the 
population. He mentioned the efforts exerted to establish the social 
institutions necessary to promote the rural sector (education, health, 
electricity). He noted at the same time that there were many rural area 
requirements, and the state alone could not meet all of them. He also pointed 
out the possibility of the private sector playing the role entrusted to it in 
this domain. 


On another question about the problems of Ouarzazate concerning drought and 
the measures taken by the state to alleviate these problems, Ben Yazid Hachmi 
said that 1 year had passed since the question was presented on 8 May 1985. 
The reason for raising it was the miserable condition of drought-stricken 
Ouarzazate which caused widespread unemployment and migration to the cities. 
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He pointed out that parliamentary deputies from the region had made an urgent 
request to the government about the necessity of taking quick measures. The 
parliament unanimously approved this request on 21 October 1985. 

Nevertheless, people are still awaiting government measures in this region, 
especially in view of the fact that the situation is getting worse, 
particularly in border areas such as Tagounite, El M'hamid, Tazzarine, 
Ta'iyalt, Skoura, Iknioun and Toundert. "Events have overtaken the figures we 
presented in our request. We in the Istiqlal Party feel that as long as the 
government does not allocate funds to combat natural disasters in making up 
the budget, no solution can be successful of effective, especially since this 
year will be a good one for most regions of the kingdom. This makes it 
imperative for the government to pay attention to such regions as Ouarzazate 
based on the principle of national solidarity. When we made the above- 
mentioned request, the following figures reflected the condition of this 
region: a total of 416 wells dried up in the Oued Dar'ah oasis. The water 
table dropped 11 meters in certain areas. The drought affected 3,800 wells, 
200 springs, and 630 sources of steadily flowing water. Also, date production 
did not exceed 7,000 tons in 1985. Normal production averaged 40,000 tons. 

In other words, there was an 80 percent loss. 


"Grain production in 1985 was 235,000 kantars out of an average production of 
660,000 kantars, a loss of 64 percent. As for trees, 250,000 date palms, 
180,000 almond trees, 75,000 apricot trees, 30,000 olive trees, and 60,000 
apple trees died, and hundreds of head of livestock were lost.” 


In response, Rachidi al-Ghazouani, minister in charge of planning, explained 
that the region benefited from 673 projects during the first 4 years of the 
plan. He added that drought conditions had affected the national economy as a 
whole and not the Ouarzazate region alone. Losses varied from one region to 
another. He brought up the fact that the government had already drafted its 
program to revitalize drought-stricken areas, including Ouarzazate which is 
receiving the attention it requires. 


7811/12913 
CSO: 4504/317 
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MOROCCO 


LACK OF SOCIAL SECURITY FOR FARMERS CITED 
Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 24 May 86 p 3 


[Article: “Injustice and Arbitrariness in Not Applying Social Security in 
Agricultural Sector”] 


[Text] Abderrazaq Filali intervened to make a proposal in the context of his 
question regarding application of social security in the agricultural sector. 
He raised the point that social security in every country is considered a 
measure of the kind of justice prevailing in that country. Regrettably, what 
is applied in Morocco contradicts Islam, for many reasons. First of all, the 
law is nothing more than words. It is simply ink on paper. Meanwhile, the 
State itself does not apply social security for workers in the agricultural 
sector. It practices evasion, and it does not apply the law on social 
security. This treatment is unjust and arbitrary with respect to agricultural 
laborers. In addition, social security agencies and their units are not 
performing their functions, since the number of subscribers conveys this 
deviation, not the number of those who are active. 


The figures show that there are more than 1.2 million subscribers, and only 
538,500 of them are active. The shortfall stems from the fact that many 
enterprises are closed. Proof of this is the fact that there are 66,800 
people registered in enterprises, while no more than 32,200 of them are 
active. This reveals and explains the present state of affairs. We find that 
there are more than 34,000 inactive enterprises. We may attribute this to 
many causes. They are either suspended or shut down. Concern for the worker, 
no matter where he is, is a basic demand of the General Union of Moroccan 
Workers (UMT), because there is no dignity if the rights of workers are 
disregarded. Workers have the right to guaranteed social security, because 
the worker has the right to be secure regarding his future, his destiny, his 
health, and his social and economic status. Every demand to raise production 
remains a fantasy in an atmosphere where the worker suffers from material want 
and lack of psychological stability, especially with the critical economic and 
social situation, the exorbitant price of basic commodities, and the wage 
freeze of the working class. 


In response, the minister of labor said that the social security system came 
into force as of July 1982 according to provisions of the decree issued on 8 
April 1981 containing the order to implement the law on applying the social 
security system for employees and workers in enterprises involved in 
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agriculture and forests and their facilities. He pointed out Article 2 of the 
above-mentioned law which stipulates the necessity of applying the social 
security system to employees and workers in enterprises involved in the 
exploitation of agriculture and forests and their facilities. 


7811/12913 
CsO: 4504/317 
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MOROCCO 


WAGES AT NATIONAL PETROLEUM AGENCY DISPUTED 
Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 24 May 86 p 3 


[Article: “coordinating Committee Withdraws from Meetings of Committees on 
Raises and Demands 35 Percent and 10 Percent Increases” ] 


[Text] For several months there has been discussion of the problems faced by 
the National Agency for Petroleum Research and Production (ONAREP). These 
range from problems of operations to financial problems and social pressures. 
Here we will limit ourselves to a discussion of the latter only. 


Why are there social pressures at a time when we know that the personnel and 
employees in petroleum research throughout the world get the best wages? It 
is strange that the average wage in ONAREP seems to be 1,200 dirhams, with an 
annual raise of 0.82 percent, from which the professional profits tax is 
deducted. 


Moreover, since ONAREP became independent in 1981, personnel in this sector 
have been suffering because of irresponsible actions such as the following: 


1. Changing the method of granting annual leave and violating the agreement 
signed by unions, managers, and representatives of the ministries of finance 
and labor. 


2. Adding 2 days to all sick leave running out on a Friday. This decision is 
contrary to the interests of employees and is being carried out without 
consultation with the legitimate representatives of the workers. 


3. Punishing the sick worker, even if he is seriously ill, by suspending 
bonuses and so one. 


Even though all union regulations in this field have attempted to combat these 
practices, they continue. 


What is strange is that according to the statement of the coordinating 
committee, the director general is supposed to have the virtue of being 
humane. He does not stint in helping and encouraging the personnel working 
under his supervision, as opposed to some people who insist on harassing 
workers and goading them to go on strike. 
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For this reason, all union representatives, employees, and workers of ONAREP 
formed a coordinating committee to carry out activity to confront the 
situation. 


Less than 1 month after it was created, the committee faced one of the biggest 
problems encountered in the normal operations of ONAREP. 


Promotion of Personnel 


It was reported tha: strong pressures were noted during the sessions of the 
promotion committees. This led the above-mentioned coordinating committee to 
withdraw and publish the following communique: 


“During the promotion committee session of 5 May 1986, the coordinating 
committee concluded that the percentage increases applied so far do not meet 
the requirements of the working class and do not correspond to the efforts 
they have expended. Despite our constant demands for a percentage increase, 
we have not received any satisfactory answer. 


"In fact, we feel that with real value frozen in recent years, and 25 percent 
for employees for a normal promotion and 5 percent for changing the category 
to which the beneficiary belongs, we would impose a minimum of from 3 to 4 
years so that a manager could obtain an additional step. 


"This step would bring the manager who is the beneficiary only 40 dirhams 
maximum without taking into account any tax deduction. If this 40-dirham 
increase were appropriate in the last four contracts, it is no longer 
appropriate now. 


"With an average wage of 400 dirhams, this sum represents an increase of 10 
percent. Therefore, 25 percent and 5 percent are justified in several ways, 
if we take into account the continuous raise for personnel. This makes it 
possible for every manager to have a raise every 2 years, so the wage increase 
is 5 percent annually. 


"This conforms with the decree of 31 October 1959 concerning the overall 
increase in wages according to a rise in the cost of living. 


“Average wages are currently 1,200 dirhams, and therefore 40 dirhams make an 
increase of only 3.3 percent every 4 year:, in other words, an average of 0.82 
percent annually. 


“For these reasons the coordinating committee request:ed that the General 
Administration intervene with the Finance Ministry ti raise this figure to 35 
percent and 10 percent and to suspend meetings of th2 committees on raises 
temporarily, until an answer is received from the Finance Ministry. 


"The coordinating committee decided to withdraw from the above-mentioned 
committee, pending application of a new percentage increase. 
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“The committee goes on record saying that in case the promotion committee 
meets in the absence of legitimate union representatives, it bears 
responsibility for the ensuing problems. 


"We have learned that the head of the administrative department continued 
committee meetings in the absence of the legitimate representatives of 
workers. This has led the coordinating committee to begin work in organizing 
two groups, the first based in Za'ir and the second on the district of Agdal 
for all personnel of ONAREP, who are wearing armbands as an expression of 
condemnation. We will return to this.” 


7811/12913 
CsO: 4504/317 
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SUDAN 


SSPA, RURAL SOLIDARITY PARTIES CRITICIZE ISLAMIC LAWS 
Khartoum THE GUIDING STAR in English 7 Aug 86 p l 
[Article by Scopas 0, Hezekia] 


[Text] Islamic laws have deprived Christians in the Sucan from their politi- 
cal and civil rights for a long time now. We requested all our elected mem- 
bers to the constituent Assembly to see to it that Islamic laws are not im- 
posed on us as it was done in the past. 


It was lack of courage and power that made our politicians in the past to 
accept the Islamic laws. People who talk in terms of Islamic laws at this 
time are not serious in solving the problems facing the Sudan, because it is 
well understood that this question of Islamic laws have been a controversy in 
the Sudan, It is well known that the imposition of Islamic laws on the 
Christian South is one of the causes of the present war in the South, 


The attempt by the Muslim leaders in the north and other rich Arab countries 
to islamize and arabize the christian South started long time ago. 


One of the prominent muslim politicians from the North (whose name I cannot 
mention here) has suggested the following five ways of islamizing and arabis- 
ing the southern Sudan Christian population: 


(a) Through differences among the Southern Leaders particularly those from 
the pastoral and agricultural tribes and through mutual relations. 


(b) Through Islamic Scholars (Fukaha) and northern traders who go and settle 
in the interior of the South and mix with Southerners in a friendly way. 


(c) Through establishment of economic projects to be financed by the north 
or by Arab States through the north. This will make the Southerners develop 
tangible interest towards the north and the Arab World. 


(d) Through settling a large number of the Southerners in the north so as to 
adapt themselves to the northern environment. 
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(e) Through introduction of new consciousness, the consciousness which re- 
jects the idea that Northerners are the number one enemy of the South but 
stresses that both the Southerners and Northerners are victims of imperialism 
and invasion of the white civilisation, 


If there is freedom for propagation of religion, and bitterness between the 
north and the South is removed, these five ways which I have suggested will be 
enough to make Islam spread in the South Sudan," concluded the politician. 


If the present democratic government of Prime Minister, Sadig El Mahdi is to 
succeed in solving the country's problems, particularly the present war going 
on in the Southern Sudan, Sadig should not advocate that Islam will be accepted 
as the basis for the rew laws of the Sudan. The Prime Minister who has con- 
firmed that September 1983 Islamic laws have to be abrogated and new Islamic 
laws be instituted in its place because Islam is the religion of the majority 
of the Sudanese people is sure making another mistake, All we wanted from 
Sadig El Mahdi is to introduce a secular constitution in the Sudan to protect 
all the Sudanese people and treat them as equals, and not to institute new 
Islamic laws to replace an old one. 


/9274 
CSO: 4500/189 
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SUDAN 


PLAN TO ISLAMIZE SOUTH REVEALED 
Khartoum THE GUIDING STAR in English 7 Aug 86 p 5 
[Editorial] 


[Text] The Southern Sudan Political Association, SSPA, Executive Committee 
met today 3rd, August, 1986 to consider what attitude to take towards the 
government of Mr Saddiq El Mahdi. 


(1) This has come about as a result of persistent disregard of Sudan Rural 
Solidarity Parties point of view in the preparations of the present government 
policy statement; and the total rejection by the UMMA-DUP coalition of Sudan 
Rural Solidarity MPs' proposals in the Assembly that September Islamic Laws 
of 1983 be cancelled and the Sudan be governed with the laws that prevailed 
before that date till studied decisions are taken at the National Constitu- 
tional Conference. it will be recalled that the Sudan Rural Solidarity MPs 
have been compelled time and again to walk out of the Assembly because of 
these disputes, As the Civil War and famine rage in the Southern Sudan and 
lives and property are being lost daily; and as Khartoum has become crowded 
with citizens from the rural areas who are worse off than refugees; and all 
this because Khartoum has been and seems to be continuing imposing Sharia 
Islamia laws on the Sudanese people, the Sudan Rural Solidarity Parties are 
faced with a number of alternative measures to take: 


(a) whether to resign from the Assembly as our proposals do not get consid- 
ered in the government nor in the Assembly; or 


(b) whether to stay in the Assembly, but pull out of the government and stand 
in the opposition; or 


(c) whether to continue in the Assembly and government and constantly 
shout out however much we are disregarded. 


(2) The SSPA Executive Committee has resolved to take studied democratic 
moves in concert with the members of the Sudan Rural Solidarity Parties aimed 
at realizing a secular system of government in the Sudan. The Sudanese public 
will be informed from time to time of such moves. 


19274 
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SUDAN 


TRIBAL SKIRMISHES, EXECUTIONS REPORTED IN WAU 

Militia Activity, Atrocities Described 
Khartoum HERITAGE in English 8 Aug 86 p 5 
[Article by Aurelio Abiem Proto] 


[Text] Atrocities similar to those of the previous seventeen year civil war 
have started again in Wau Town. Random shots have been frequent at night at 
Jou, Nazareth, Agok, Fellatta and Dinka townships. In short, all round the 
town, As a result many citizens lost their lives and properties. Bicycles, 
money, watches, cattle, sheep goats, chickens and all valuables belonging to 
victims become booty. 


Citizens from rural areas, (villages) have also become victims of mass execu- 
tions in the (thick trees) of teak plantations as they attempt to enter or 
leave the town in search of food supplies. Some floating dead bodies have 
been pulled out of the river for burial, 


Following these massacres, rumours circulated that a secret organization known 
as "Militia" has been formed to eliminate people of the Dinka and Jurcol 
tribes, This allegation was at first dismissed as nonsense by the authorities. 
Recently, the areas of Kuajena, Moili, Bazia, Bassilia and Morro were raided 

by unidentified gansters. As a result, members of the clandestine organization 
calling themselves "The Survivors" dropped leaflets warning some distingu- 
ished leaders of the Fertit. They also warned members of the Islamic Call 
Dawaa Islamia" to win support of the Communists and radical Christian Youth. 


At present some citizens of the Fertit tribes carry bow and arrows for self- 
defence, In contrast, the Dinkas wonder about with small spears which they 
call “Ater Dor" meaning "The feud with Fertit." Skirmishes with tribal moti- 
vations had broken out several times in market places at Jou and Nazareth 
townships which involved the Dinkas, Jurs, Fertit, Fellatta and Arab traders. 


The authorities are now beginning to hold security meetings. They also held 
public meetings and political rallies to assure the citizens that peace and 
harmony would be maintained in the town and the region at large. They also 
said that those who have been arrested in connection with some of these inci- 
dents would be tried and punished according to law. 
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Despite these assurances, the killings continues unabated daily. An example 
was the recent shooting of five students at Agok Leprosy Hospital where they 
had been referred for treatment of skin diseases, Hospital grounds are often 
full of angry crowds and wailing women as the bodies collected by police lie 
in postmortem. This has become the duty of the Auxillary Police (Difaa 
Medani) whenever possible. In most cases the bodies cannot be found because 
of having been hidden away in the shrubs along the river or dumped into remote 
pits. 


In addition to the above facts the police search certair suspected areas 

till after long procedures and consultations for permission has been made 
during which the killers would make good their escape or prepare for cover up 
arrangements. The Auxillary police are still worthy of praise because they 
have several times rescued innocent citizens although a few others have branded 
them as "Anya-Nya" (rebels) with more accusations that they are also partici- 
pants in the assassinations, 


Other cases of instability are the occasional thunders of big guns, explosions 
or rioting students which spark off stampeded of panic stricken public as 
market shops close up hurriedly. If the stories being coined by stalwarts 
during such occasions to provoke large scale fighting were taken seriously, 
not a soul would survive in Wau. 





Inspite of tribal antagonism local breweries continue to throng with humorous 
citizens of various tribes to sit, drink and jest together while discussing 
current issues, 


The plight of Bahr el Ghazal citizens has been ignored in local and foreign 
broadcasts which concentrate only on the situation in Equatoria. In fact 
this region has suffered most from affects of the current civil war. All the 
police stations in the rural areas have been deserted, except Raga area. The 
districts have become mere army posts with only a few civilians, The inhabi- 
tants of these areas have either made for the bush, Wau Town or the SPLA 
camps, Wau has turned into a human game park with church grounds, streets, 
markets and residential quarters full of displaced persons looking for food 
and shelter, People living at the outskirts have moved to the center for 
safety among relatives. A single house accommodates over thirty people who 
have to be catered for by the owner according to norms of the extended family 
system in Africa, But with the exception of the World Vision which brought 
some relief supplies into Wau, the other local and international relief organ- 
izations have only shed crocodile tears. Famine is at its worst with 
essential commodities having disappeared completely from market. The little 
left of the World Vision relief Aid is being rationed to the displaced citi- 
zens at camps or sold to urban dwellers in Wau town. It will soon be con- 
sumed up! The Lord's (Jesus) saying that: "Man does not live only by brea 
is true in Wau. 


Many traders and big officials who could afford have fled Khartoum for a 
ticket costing one thousand pounds in order to escape the deteriorating situ- 
ation. It is most likely that there will be another exodus back to the vil- 
lages where people can at least hang on life like animals eating grass and 
shrubs locally known as: “Akuadha," "Ajuet," and "Anet" for survival. 
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Nevertheless, the town of Wau is still holding because many citizens maintain 
full confidence in their Governor Brig, Akol Akol, They also believe that the 
international community, particularly those concerned with human disasters, 
will in the long run send S.0.S. (Save Our Souls) message to redeem them from 
their present predicament. The recent moves towards democratic dialogue raise 
hopes that peace may be in the offing, 


Secondary Students Killed by Soldiers 
Khartoum HERITAGE in English 8 Aug 86 p 8 
[Article by Santino Makur] 


[Text] Five students from Bussere Secondary School were shot dead by gunmen 
on their way to Agok hospital on 14 July, 1986. 


The victims were: 1) Noi Dhal Geu relative of the Director of Health and 
Social Welfare Dr John Aguek 


2) Akok Riing Atem relative of the General Manager of Ghazal Development 
Trading Corporation Mr Chan Malual Chan. 


3) Manyayour Kuot Mathon an in-law of Dr John Aguek father. 
4) Kuethping Yai Deng, relative of Mr Mayar Mayar Kuethping a trader in Wau, 


According to sources from Wau Civil Hospital, the five students were referred 
to Agok hospital for treatment of skin diseases and they have been receiving 
treatment there since 8th July, 1986. 


But on Monday July 14th 1986, they got into the truck which transports Agok 
workers every morning. On their arrival the report said, some soldiers from 
the Unit stationed at Agok stopped the truck at the gate and took with them 
the five students who appeared to be strangers to their station. 


From there the five students were taken to the forests and there shot dead 
on the spot, The soldiers then returned with jubilation saying that they 
had killed some outlaws. 


While the five students were taken by the soldiers the gate keepers reported 
the case to the administration of Agok Hospital Mr Candido Ali Wako, but no 
action was taken to rescue the poor students from the soldiers, 


Citizens of Agok Area were terrified by the sooting of the five students and 
there was a big panic among them. 


In order to avoid the news reaching Wau that day it was reported that 
soldiers prevented the truck from returning to Wau until when the news 
reached Wau it was not possible for the police to take action until next 
morning, 
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In the morning a group of twenty two police and eighteen soldiers headed by 
First Lt of Police Luka Modiria and Secone Lt Rashid from the Military 
Intelligence went to Agok. On their arrival they asked the 0.C. of Agok 
Secone Lt Saleh Mohamedein Abdel Rahman of what had happened. 


It is reported that Second Lt. Rashid said that he had no information of his 
soldiers killing any person. 


First Lt. Luka Modiria ordered his men to search in the forest surrounding 
Agok Area, It did not take them long. They found the bodies of the five 
students in the rivers with their hands tied behind. 


They collected the five bodies and came back to the army station of Agok. 


Second Lt. Rashid told First Lt. Luka Modiria that they were attacked by the 
outlaws, his men killed two out laws and captured one kalanshinkov No B.E.O. 
255 but the out-laws took the bodies of their colleagues, Lt. Rashid disclosed. 


The 0,C,, was brought to Wau for questioning and the bodies of the five stu- 
dents were also brought to Wau Regional Hospital for nost mortem examination. 


It is not the first time for such incidents to take place in Wau Town and 
the surrounding areas but no proper action has been taken. 


/9274 
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PARTIES REQUEST RETENTION OF BAHR AL-GHAZAL GOVERNOR 


Khartoum HERITAGE in English 8 Aug 86 p 6 


[Article by Deng Manyuoldit] 


{ Text } 


Last week, the people of Bahr el Ghazal Administrative Area, 
“SBHE ari ‘tifgent appeal to the Prime Minister Mr Sadi e] Mahdi 
to retain Brigadier (PSC) Albino Aol Akol‘as Goverror of 
their region, during this critical period of political tur- 
‘moil and starvation caused by the on-going war in the South. 


To people not skeen to the situation in the area this app- 
eal may appear to them as a matter of political gesture and 
‘blind..eupport to their Governor. But to those who are living 


t* »4) ke 


in the area the call is a matter of life or death to +f 


Since the beginning of the present ineurgency in the south, 
the region of Behr el Ghazal has been hard-hit. Both the ad- 


_ministration and law end order have completely come to stend- 
still = * ees 2 Satraer eh 
Since the coming of Brig. Awol as Governar of Behr el Gre- 


4 has improved specially in Wau Town. 
zal, the. situation great ly effet to dali 


In addition to this Al personal 





_In the field of development, Aweil Rice Development Project 
and Forestry are now yielding promisingly. Other aspect to 
reckon is that: tribal animosity which has bedevilled this re- 

= athe: pest rm Thicnewyspiribrorrcennedely:s 


among the one people will remain an outatanding syrbol of unity 


unity in Bahr el GHazal Area. 
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In regard to services, Bahr e] Gazal enjoys. many improve- 
ments. Now it receives its salaries reqularly. The other 
important development is the Wau huge Foot-ball Stadium to 
meet Youth interests in the fields of Sports and Games. ss 
Wau Regional Hospital which has been a challenge to the pre- 
vious administrations had now been fenced. Many other self- 
help projects in Wau town are under construction. Aweil and 


way lire Whichi has been the bottle-neck in the tréhdportation 
of essential commodities to Aweil from Babanousa. From eight 
schools in 1963 thirty two are now functioning in Wau town 

alone. Besides, the public is now engaged in maintenence ... . 


neredy,, 
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SUDAN 


UPDATE ON SUSPENSION OF NEWSPAPERS 

Press Union Condemns Suspension 
Khartoum SUNA in English 6 Aug 86 p 3 
[Text] Khartoum, 6 Aug (SUNA)--Press workers Trade Union Monday strongly 
condemned the culture and Information Minister's present decision of sus- 
pending Al-Ayam and Al-Sahafa Dailies. 
In a memorandum yesterday addressed to the Supreme Council, Cabinet and the 
House Speaker and the deputies, the Union said that the Minister's decision 
was a surprise to anyone and that the decision cast doubt on motives beyond 
the decision. 


The memo described the decision as violation freedom of press and added that 
the 25 percent allocated for the employees as shares considers unfair to 
justice and guarantees to the nation move. [as published] 


Protesting Journalists Released 
Khartoum SUNA in English 6 Aug 86 p 6 
[Text] Khartoum, 6 Aug (SUNA)-—Four leaders of the Journalists Union and 
three Press Workers representing their colleagues were yesterday released on 
personal bail after four hours of detention in police custody. 


The seven pressmen face charges of organizing an illegal demonstration. 


They picked up by the police inside the constituent Assembly after hard 
deal over a memorandum to the Assembly's secretary General. [as published] 


The memo was protesting the closing down of Al-Ayam and Al-Sahafa, the twin 
state-owned dailies. 
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Opposition Leader Supports Suspension 


Khartoum SUNA in English 6 Aug 86 p 5 


[Text] Khartoum, 6 Aug (SUNA)--Opposition leader Ali Osman Taha told SUNA 
that 16 years had proved the idea of maintaining state-owned newspaper 
"ambiguous" and “impractical.” 


He criticized preference of the two dailies Al-Ayam and Al-Sahafa, saying 
that their editorial policies were biased serving particular political 
trends and neglecting regional affairs. 


/9274 
CsO: 4500/191 


30 








SUDAN 


INCREASE IN CRIME DISCUSSED 
Khartoum HERITAGE in English 8 Aug 86 p 8 
{Article by Nhial Bol Aken] 


[Text] The Inspector General of the Police, General Mohammed Hussein Yousif, 
last week, expressed deep concern about the harrenous crime increase in the 
country in general and the Khartoum Province in particular. 


General Yousif said, the rate of crime in April this year was 1732 compared 
to 2559 in May. The crime against property was 5,786 in July compared to 
5,229 in June. 


The INspector General blamed the crimes increase on bad economy and employment 
in the country. 


"Without food people can resort to all kind of criminal acts as means of sur- 
vival" General Yousif said. However, he added, the police will do all it can 
to reduce the rate of crimes. He disclosed that he has asked the Government to 
open up more police stations in the townships where most of the crimes are con- 
mitted, 


In regard to complaints by some northerners that all crimes in the capital 
were caused by citizens from the Nuba Mountains and the Southern Sudan, General 
Yousif denied the charge and would not elaborate, 


On the great number of remand prisoners, General Yousif said, it is not the 
police practice to send people to courts without requests from the Judges and 
Magistrates, He appealed to the Attorney-General Chambers and Judiciary to 
speed up trials in-order to differentiate between the innocents and criminals. 


About the influx of illegal arms into the country, General Yousif named the 
Ugandans, Ethiopians and Chadian refugees as main source of illegal trade on 
weapons, He also said some political parties have hand in the influx of il- 
legal weapons. He appealed to those parties to hand in those weapons to the 
police, 


19274 
CSO; 4500/189 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


"OUTLAWS' BURN SOUTHERN TOWN MOSQUE-—Khartoum, 11 Aug (SUNA)--A group of 
outlaws, in a recent attack, have burned down the single mosque in Kadok 
town, north of Malakal announced an Army's spokesman, The statement gave 
no date of the attack but said an Army Force had checked the attack and in- 
flicted heavy casualties on the retreating rebel group. The statement said 
the outlaws attacks aim at blocking river transport and undermining security 
in the agricultural area, The statement said the situation in the area is 
under total control of the Armed Forces. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English 
11 Aug 86 pp 2-3] /9274 


KASSALA PROVINCE FLOODS DISPLACE THOUSANDS--Khartoum, 11 Aug (SUNA)--Efforts 
are underway to provide 75,000 people displaced by floods at Kassala area 
with supply materials. Official sources said available food supplies will 
satisfy people for three months. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English 1l Aug 
86 p 6] /9274 


CSO: 4500/191 
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BAHRAIN 


COMMERCE MINISTER DISCUSSES TRADE, AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
Manama AL-ADWA' in Arabic 5 Jul 86 pp 2-3 


[Interview with Habib Ahmad Qasim, minister of commerce and agriculture, by 
Muhammad Qasim al-Shirawi: "Comprehensive Interview with Minister of Commerce 
and Agriculture; Sifting of New Trade Law Completed and What Remains Is Re- 
writing; Opening of Bridge Will Give Commercial Sector Strong Boost; Discussing 
Creation of Agricultural Marketing Agency To Encourage Farmers; Self-sufficiency 
in Dairy Within 5 Years at Most"] 


[Test] Habib Ahmad Qasim is a Bahraini minister who entered the cabinet in 
the prime of his youth and vigor. Through boundless dedication, ceaseless 
work, and distinguished loyalty, this man has given to all people generously 
and humbly and deserves to be called the popular minister. His excellency is 
popular in every sense of the word. 


Abu 'Ali works and tackles the affairs of a ministry that truly consists of 
several ministries lumped together. The deluge of problems in each branch of 
this ministry is capable of destroying the credit of whoever proposes to work 
and solve these problems. It is a ministry capable of drowning whoever 
tackles its problems, regardless of his capacities and resources. 


But with his strong faith in God and country, with his conviction which con- 
stantly assures him that only what God has written for us will befall us, and 
with his relentless iron will, Habib Qasim has been able to face all the prob- 
lems and complaints in the commerce sector, the agriculture sector, che mar~- 
kets, the agencies, the trade laws, the companies, the banks, the records, 

the gold market, and the fairs and from fishermen, butchers, greedy merchants, 
and numerous others as well as the problems of protecting the consumers and so 
forth. 


His excellency has faced hordes of problems from every direction, But he has 
accomplished a whole lot because he is a dutiful son of Bahrain. No two people 
disagree on the seriousness of Bahrain's sons and on the vigilance of its 
citizens, especially when they are entrusted with responsibilities. 


Does it not suffice as a remarkable credit for the wise policy adopted by 

Habib Qasim that this policy has led to the availability of Bahraini agri- 
cultural products when such products had previously totally disappeared? Habib 
has truly restored to "Hulaywuh" [presumably meaning Bahrain] its fresh face and 
verdant land. 
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The talk about Habib Qasim, the model popular minister with the ever-present 
smile, can go on for a long time. But we will be content here with this little 
of a lot which his excellency deserves in order that we may give the reader the 
opportunity to ponder the details of the exclusive interview he has given the 
chief editor of AL-ADWA'. 


The interview is serious, daring, objective, and comprehensive and deals with 
the most sensitive issues raised these days--issues that preoccupy the mind of 
the citizens generally and the merchants in particular. 


Following is the text of AL-ADWA' interview with his excellency the minister 
of commerce and agriculture: 


Boosting Economic Activity 


[Question] Commercial activity nearly tops the country's economic activity. 
In your excellency's opinion, when will the shadows of this stagnation that 
has prevailed in the markets for a long time disappear? 


fAnswer] The fact is that we here in Bahrain interact with the area. What 
affects the area, particularly the GCC mbmber states, affects us. The area's 
economic activity has been affected and the reasons and factors are well 
known to all. The causes of this decline in economic activity are also well 
known. I do not believe that we need to wade into the details of these causes 
because they are known to everybody now. This decline is due to numerous 
factors, including the drop in oil revenues which are the main mover of eco- 
nomic activity in the area, the Iraq-Iran war, and the completion of a large 
part of the economic and social infrastructure projects, which has reduced 
the chances of spending on other projects. Because government is always the 
fundamental moving force behind the national economy, this drop in revenues 
has caused economic activity to decline. However, this situation must not be 
considered from-its negative angles so that there may be no negligence. 


His excellency Ibrahim 'Abd-al-Karim, the brother minister of finance, made 
clear in his latest statements the state's view regarding the drop in revenues. 
He also made clear the positive aspects that will have an effective impact on 
developing economic activity. The commercial sector is, as you have noted, 
one of the fundamental sectors, of course. You may have viewed this sector 

in its broad sense because it includes all the sectors. The service and con- 
tracting sectors and all the other sectors can, if one wishes, be included in 
the commercial sector. 


You have of course heard and read today about the cabinet meetings with his 
highness the prime minister to discuss a report prepared by a committee from 
the various ministries and coordinated by the Ministry of Finance on a study 
concerning strategic options for development. This integrated study provides 
a clear picture of what the government can do in the next phase for the next 

5 or 10 years. The report is fit to be an action program to boost the economy. 
These studies have been integrated and discussed in detail in two cabinet 
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sessions. The Ministerial Financial and Economic Affairs Committee and the 
committee which prepared this report have been entrusted to study the details 
and to present their reports to the cabinet. 


In the sessions of the past 2 or 3 weeks, you must have noticed that there has 
been an emphasis on projects beneficial to boosting the economic activity in 
the areas of industry and of tourist services. For example, the aluminum 
plant expansion approved by the cabinet, the study on modernizing the oil 
industry, and creation of the tourist projects company are various aspects of 
the effort to boost Bahrain's economic activity. 


Another aspect is the opening of the Bahrain-Saudi Arabia bridge which will 
have a major positive impact on the level of economic activity. We believe 
that the commercial sector will benefit greatly because this vital bridge will 
open new horizons for the sector, whether in the area of commerce or of ser- 
vices generally. 





Curtailing Issuance of Licenses 


[Question] Does not your excellency believe that this enormous number of 
Similar trade registers and the licensing of foreign firms to obtain contracts 
are one of the causes of the complaint about stagnation? For example, there 
are a large number of video shops, restaurants, refrigeration establishments, 
and various commercial activities. Is there a regulation governing the 
licensing of commercial businesses? 


[Answer] I believe firmly that you agree with me that our government's general 
tendency is to embrace the principle of a free economy, and to create honorable 
competition among the citizens, and to give the citizen the opportunity to 
engage in a free trade. We were censured in the past for allowing a small 
number of people to monopolize the commercial licenses. The consequence of 
that monopoly was that prices and agencies were in the hands of a few people. 


When instructions and directives were issued by his exalted highness the coun- 
try's amir and by his highness the prime minister and crown prince in the wake 
of independence in 1971 to give the citizens a greater opportunity to engage 
in commercial and service businesses, we started moving in this direction. 


Two things did, in fact, happen. First, the real estate sector experienced 
major movement and numerous commercial establishments were built in the coun- 
try. Am I now required to stop issuing licenses in this area? 


The second thing is that the consumer, i.e., the broad base of citizens, 
benefited from the presence of strong competition. 


I don't believe that this question of issuing licenses has had a major impact, 


especially in the import sector because the number of importers has not in- 
creased in the past 10 years. 
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When we, as a ministry, actually feel that there is saturation in any area or 
in any type of commercial activity, we automatically instruct the officials in 
the Commerce Department to curtail such activity. The Commercial Licensing 
Committee at the Commerce and Companies' Affairs Department has already been 
given instructions to curtail the issuing of licenses in certain sectors where 
there is saturation. In case businesses abandon a certain sector, such as the 
refrigeration business, we issue licenses for this sector. 


Correcting Course of Commercial Activity 


[Question] Your ministry has granted Gulf joint-stock companies licenses to 
operate in Bahrain. But it seems that the ministry has no control over these 
companies and no opinion on what is done regarding these companies. What is 
your excellency's comment on this? 


[Answer] There are two sides to the issue. The Bahrain Currency Establishment 
is responsible for the banks. The other companies are the ministry's respon- 
sibility. I believe that your question concerns some companies, or Gulf com- 
panies, that have been granted licenses and over which there is no control, 
meaning that you are talking of a general picture and that you have included 
the issue of merger in your question. 


I want to tell you, first, that insofar as the companies are concerned, we as 
a ministry issued in 1977 a regulation concerning the exempted companies or 
the so-called Gulf general joint-stock companies, which we call exempted 
Bahraini joint-stock companies. The fact is that the number of companies 
currently registered in Bahrain amount to 160 exempted closed corporations. 
All these corporations are operating but you may not hear about them. We are 
in constant contact with them and they present to us full financial reports. 
There are also 13 exempted joint-stock companies, known as Gulf companies. 


The truth is that we do not wish to wade into the details of the stock specula- 
tion in which these companies engaged in al-Manakh market, of the drop in the 
companies' capital, or of the companies' decline. We are in constant contact 
and we continually demand information. However, I do not wish to absolve our 
ministry of blame and of the possibility that there could have been negligence 
on our part. We did constantly demand information. But our functional ability 
to exercise effective control was limited. At the time, the current of specu- 
lation and of quick profit swept everybody. This is why we conducted studies, 
prepared a complete report, and contacted the companies on the issue of merger. 
We have received a warm response from many of these companies and the discus- 
sion goes on. 


We have prepared and submitted to the Ministerial Committee for Financial and 
Economic Affairs a r port which this committee will discuss with the ministry 
and will then submit its recommendations to the cabinet for approval. We are 
certain of this approval, God willing. The Financial Committee is currently 
holding constant meetings to study the strategic options, including these 
companies' issues, because they are vital and fundamental. They need to be 
corrected and a decision has to be made on them so that all the courses of 
action in the companies may be corrected. 
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Compensating Harmed Shareholders 


[Question] Your excellency, Kuwait has taken the initiative to compensate 
harmed small shareholders. Is there a tendency to compensate those who have 
been harmed here in Bahrain or is Kuwait's capability different? 


[Answer] The state operates within its financial capability. Kuwait's capa- 
bilities are, of course, big and it is possible that Kuwait has found that a 
big sector of society has been harmed and thus offered what it can. But as 
you recall, when the speculation fever appeared here in Bahrain, the state 
raised its voice through the press warning against the pursuit of quick profit 
There were warnings and pitfalls in this regard. The ministry also voiced 
Similar warnings. 


To start with, I do not think that the state is capable of compensating those 
harmed. In principle, the state does not wish to compensate people who engaged 
in this action of their own free will and without instruction from the govern- 
ment or from anybody else and who were warned at the time. Besides, the finan- 
Cial capability does not permit a compensation. So the issue is left to time 
to solve it. 


Studies on Creating Bourse 


[Question] Your ministry has entrusted an expertise firm to conduct a study 
on creating the already announced stock exchange. It was said that the stock 
exchange would see the light in 1985. More than a year has passed without our 
seeing any sign of this exchange. Have the decline in stock prices and the 
current economic stagnation had a role in this delay or has the stock exchange 
been abandoned finally? 


[Answer] Regarding the studies on creating a stock exchange, the fact is that 
there is a premiership committee which I have the honor of chairing and in 
which our ministry, the Ministry of Finance, the Currency Establishment, the 
Chamber of Commerce, and experts from the private sector are represented. This 
committee prepared a complete report which was presented to the cabinet at the 
end of last year. The cabinet referred the report to the Financial and Eco- 
nomic Affairs Committee. This committee was to examine the issue at the end 

of last April but did not have the opportunity to do so at the time. The issue 
was supposed to be discussed in today's session but the discussion was post- 
poned until another meeting to be held shortly. I believe that what is asked 
of the committee is to discuss this report. 


As for creation of the stock exchange, it is a step that may help regulate the 
market and encourage investment in initial bond issues. There is a general 
belief that the exchange serves the regulatory process and eliminates future 
speculation attempts. In my opinion, the Ministerial Financial Affairs Com- 
mittee will, God willing, present its proposals and recommendations to the 
cabinet at the earliest opportunity and after it examines this issue in the 
near future. 
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Complaint About Australian Mutton 


[Question] The citizens complain of Australian mutton, half of which consists 
of fat. This is unfair to the consumer. So why don't you turn to import 
sources other than Australia? 


[Answer] I hope to be clear in answering this question. First, since we opened 
the modern slaughterhouse, the ministry itself has been doing the slaughtering 
and has, moreover, been stripping away most of the fat from mutton to protect 
the consumer and to avert such complaints. Therefore, I believe that the com- 
plaint is groundless. It was legitimate before we started this operation. Even 
the butchers have now begun to demand that we leave some of the fat but we have 
refused so that the consumer may get the maximum benefit. We remove nearly 

70 percent of the fat and we shoulder these costs and pay them with cost-of- 
inflation subsidy. 


As for the imports, I believe that the Middle East countries import neraly 

6 million head of this kind of sheep from Australia annually. If such quan- 
tities of what people believe to be better-quality mutton could be supplied 
from countries other than Australia, we would supply them. On the contrary, 
we as a ministry leave the door open to whoever wishes to import. There are 
no restrictions, except for veterinary health requirements. I believe that 
all agree that these requirements are necessary. In the past, we imported 
some sheep when no strict restrictions had been established and the result 
was that the livestock existing in Bahrain was afflicted with certain animal 
diseases. 


But since the issuance of the veterinary quarantine law and the agricultural 
quarantine law, we as a ministry have been entrusted to protect the country's 
livestock resources and to establish requirements carefully. Even the part 
imported by the Supply Department is subject to precise requirements. At 
times, the Farmers’ Services Directorate, under which the veterinary services 
operate, rejects some shipments or we send veterinarians to the sources of 
Origin in East Africa, for example, to make sure that sheep and cattle are 
immunized. We do not accept the certificates issued by some countries and 

our veterinarians carry out the vaccination. The vaccinated livestock is then 
shipped to Bahrain after the lapse of the period necessary to make the vaccine 
take effect and after the livestock has become immune to diseases. 


Fear of Substances Polluted by Radiation 


[Question] The citizens are apprehensive of the pollution of foodstuffs with 
the nuclear radiation emanating from the Chernobyl plant explosion and the 
Ministry of Commerce and Agriculture has banned imports from the socialist 
countries even though some West European countries have been affected by this 
radiation. The citizens' fear is as much focused on the unreliability of the 
exporting countries' certificates as on the need for the presence of an agency 
to determine the radiation rate. What is your comment on this? 
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[Answer] I wish to reassure the citizens that what comes to Bahrain does so 
“after sifting" by either the Ministry of Health or the Ministry of Commerce. 
Both ministries carry out their responsibilities to make sure that the imported 
foodstuffs are free of all radiation. This radiation has now begun to recede 
or disappear and the fear of the radiation has lessened or nearly vanished. 


[Question] It is reiterated that the merchants, through the Bahrain Chamber 
of Commerce, are exerting pressure to restrict purchases at the individual 
level upon opening the Bahrain-Saudi Arabia bridge whereas the consumer citi- 
zens have welcomed the presence of an outlet averting the excess in which 
Bahrain's merchants engage in setting commodity prices in the markets. What 
does your excellency say? 


[Answer] The customs system currently applying to goods brought through the 
airports will apply to the bridge. For example, personal belongings are per- 
mitted to enter Bahrain within certain limits. Some of the belongings are 
exempted from customs fees aud others are not. 


For us in Bahrain, revenues from customs fees represent a fundamental element 
in financing the general budget. At present, what comes from the GCC member 
states but is not produced in them is not exempted. The same will apply to 
the bridge. Customs fees will not, of course, be imposed on essential indi- 
vidual needs, such as food and other needs, which are brought in reasonable 
quantities and within reasonable limits. As for those who plan to import for 
trading when they do not have a commercial license, they will be stopped. We 
hope that there will be no fear because one's needs will be guaranteed. 


Even before the bridge, some people are now importing their personal needs 
from the kingdom. This situation will continue after the bridge. The same 
applies to an individual's needs and to the needs of the family. The indi- 
vidual can continue to import them. Some of the imports used for the indi- 
vidual's essential needs, such as food and clothing, will not be subject to 
fees. This is also applied at the airport. When Bahraini passengers come 
from abroad carrying goods for their domestic needs, these goods are not sub- 
jected to fees. But if they bring videos or similar electronic equipment, 
then fees must be paid for the goods. 


Semi~-self-sufficiency 


[Question] What are the executive steps taken by the Dairy Products Company 
and what percentage of the local market's needs does the Dalmun Poultry Com- 
pany meet? 


[Answer] In dairy production, the country has made great strides in the past 

5 years. It may be obvious that Bahrain's fresh and unprocessed products from 
three different companies are now available in the refrigerators. There has 
been a big expansion of milk production. In 3 months, the National Dairy Prod- 
ucts Company, which has a plant for milk pasteurization and for the production 
of fresh cheeses, will begin production. The company will serve the farmers 
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and cattle breeders by purchasing milk from the farms, as the Dalmun Poultry 
Company does, and then pasteurize and market it as do the other commercial 
projects. 


This plant's capacity per shift is 5 tons, which can be increased to 15 tons 
in three shifts. These projects can raise Bahrain's local production capacity. 
There is expansion in another private-sector project, amounting to 60-70 per- 
cent of the local production. 


It is our belief that within the next 3 to 5 years there will be semi-self- 
sufficiency in milk production and the prices of milk will, of course, be 
lower than the prices of processed--powdered--milk. 


At present, we produce nearly 50 percent of our needs of fresh and processed 
milk, with 25 percent in the form of fresh milk and 25 percent in the form of 
processed milk. This is a good leap. 


From Loss to Profit 


[Question] The Bahrain-New Zealand Refrigeration and Storage Company was 
supposed to be a center for the re-export of foodstuffs to the area's coun- 
tries, even to the Middle East countries. But the reality says otherwise. 
The company's activities, confined to Bahrain, dc not even cover all of 
Bahrain. What are the obstacles obstructing this original objective? 


[Answer] When the idea surfaced in 1974 and was embraced by his highness the 
prime minister and the prime minister of New Zealand, there was no project of 
the sort in the area. But what happened between studying and implementing the 
idea is that the area's countries in their entirety turned in the same direc- 
tion and built big refrigeration facilities all over the area. Thus, the idea 
turned from a company serving the area's countries and the Middle East, as you 
have said, to a company meeting some of the local market's needs for New 
Zealand products, keeping in mind that New Zealand is remote from Bahrain when 
compared with the other import sources. The company did, of course, move in 
this original direction in its structure and in other aspects. But the build- 
ing of refrigeration facilities in the area's countries on the one hand and, 
on the other hand, the fact that the area as a whole experienced in the years 
1975-77 a maelstrom of bottlenecks in the ports because of the abundance of 
imports and of the ports' inability to unload this astronomical increase in 
imports caused Bahrain's transit trade to shift to other countries in the 

area which began to import directly. Another reason is the construction of 
ports all over the area. 


The company had been losing since it started operating in 1979. Buz, God be 
thanked, the picture began to change with the onset of 1984 and the company 
turned from a losing company to a profitable one. 


Through this newspaper, I wish to thank the joint board of directors, partic~- 
ularly the Bahraini side because the major burden is shouldered by the Bahraini 











side representing the Ministry of Commerce and the Ministry of Finance. These 
are the two ministries that run the project and that have turned it from a 
losing into a profitable project. 


A subsidy has, of course, been provided through transferring the loans. When 
the company was owned by the private sector, it owed big loans which it could 
not repay. But when the state came to own 51 percent and the New Zealand 
government 49 percent of the company, all of the company's debts were repaid. 
The board of directors began to exert big efforts and the loss was turned into 
profit. The profits amounted to nearly 30,000 dinars in 1984 and to 20,000 
dinars in 1985 and it is expected that they will reach 80,000 dinars this year. 
This is a good accomplishment under the canopy of the current circumstances and 
changing conditions. 


However, there is now very big hope with the imminent opening o% the bridge 
because there have been contacts and positive responses to reviwing the orig- 
inal idea for which the company was created, namely to import goods and re- 
export them to the area's countries by land. The company's board of directors 
and immediate management are now exerting efforts to crystallize the original 
idea. 


Monopoly of Commercial Agencies 


[Question] Of all of the area's countries, only Bahrain adopts the monopoly 
of agencies and of imports. Why the insistence on this kind of monopoly when 
the broad base of consumers, whether citizens or residents, is harmed by it? 


[Answer] The fact is that the law on protection of the commercial agencies was 
issued in 1975 with the start of the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce. We 
implement the law as it was issued in 1975. There were many justifications for 
the law when it was issued in this form. Prior to the law, there had been 
numerous problems curtailing the activities of the agencies. In the commercial 
sector, the strong devoured the weak and the capable went to the companies 
granting the representation and made more generous offers than did a previous 
agent who had enabled a company to enter the market. This happens with nu- 
merous companies, especially in some Far East and Third World countries where 

a person is eager to tell his company: I have brought you numerous sales. 

This exposed the local merchant to heavy losses. 


On the other hand, the narrowness of the market and the engagement of a large 
number of citizens in commercial activity justified the presence of the law. 


We do not, of course, deny that there have been some instances of misuse of the 
law. Some people have obtained representation for firms and have not made any 
imports. This point has been exploited at the expense of the public interest. 
Those exploiting the situation are, God be thanked, only a small group. In 
cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, we are now assessing a 
number of the articles and provisions of the commercial agency law to eliminate 
exploitation. But the basic principle is to protect the local merchant from 
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agents given their representation abroad. We do not wish to protect him 
arbitrarily and just because he is a Bahraini. We wish to protect him, pro- 
vided that he does not misuse this protection. 


We hope to find, God willing, a solution to the issue of those individuals who 
misuse the law. Anyone from Bahrain or from abroad who feels that there is 
negligence should go to the courts where we and others are summoned to make 
our testimony. This means that there is a safety valve and that there is full 
freedom. But this feedom must not be misused. 


Trade Law, When? 


[Question] This leads us to the story of the trade law. It has been said that 
it will be issued and there have been numerous promises. A long time has 
passed and we still don't know when it will be issued. 


[Answer] There is an urgent need for this law which is, in fact, the consti- 
tution regulating commercial activity, meaning that commercial activity will 
depend on this law. This law has gone through numerous sifting phases. God 
be thanked, all these phases, as well as the comprehensive sifting phases, 
have been completed because we have sought to take into consideration flex- 
ibility in the law and in application. We have also sought to make the law 
reflect commercial activity and commercial tradition in Bahrain. We did not 
want it to be just a--I do not wish to use the word "imported"--law that does 
not take into consideration the reality in which the country lives. 


This is why we have presented the law to the largest number of commercial 
sectors possible, such as individuals, establishments, and companies. As I 
have already noted, the sifting phase has been completed, God be thanked. All 
that remains now is the rewriting. The brothers in the Ministry of State for 
Legal Affairs have given the priority to this rewriting and we hope that their 
numerous engagements will permit them to draft the law in its new form at the 
earliest chance possible. 


[Question] Within months, your excellency? 
[Answer] Not many "months," I imagine, because I am in constant contact with 
brother Dr Husayn al-Bahrainah on this issue of giving topmost priority. The 


latest such contact took place last week. 


Agriculture's Future 


[Question] How do you view the future of agriculture? Is it that the limited 
land that is reclaimable cannot meet Bahrain's food security needs or is the 
problem of irrigation water the main obstacle? What are the crops in which we 
can achieve self-sufficiency and what are the varieties on which we must focus? 
Has the ministry taken any steps to achieve self-sufficiency and is there a 
program to encourage agricultural investment in Bahrain? Which returns a 
quicker yield: agricultural or industrial projects? 





[Answer] The obstacles facing agriculture are, of course, numerous and include 
the nature of the climate, the land, the water, the unavailability of water in 
some areas, and the disinclination to invest in agriculture because of the 
presence of better and richer spheres of investment with a quicker financial 
yield than agriculture. Some are marketing obstacles. This is the sum total 
of the obstacles. 


However, this has not discouraged and will not discourage the government from 
exerting serious efforts to enhance the agricultural level, to safeguard what 
is present, and to advance it to a better phase than what exists at present. 
This can be achieved with two things only: first, offering assistance, aid, 
and incentives to whoever wishes to invest in the agricultural sector so that 
he may find that there is good support, provided that such an investor does 
not reach the stage of dependence. 


Establishing Agricultural Loan Bank 

[Question] Is there an idea to establish an agricultural loan bank? 
[Answer] Agricultural loans are already present. The second point is to 
introduce the modern land-utilization technology so as to achieve greater 


productivity, to reduce water consumption greatly, and to maintain or expand 
production by employing modern irrigation systems. 





We are, in fact, moving in these two directions. The incentives are currently 
modest but they are much better than what they were 3 or 4 years ago. We have 
made better use of the incentives and aid in introducing modern technology 
into agriculture, be it greenhouse agriculture, drip irrigation, or irrigation 
by sprinkling. The Bahraini farmer has, God be thanked, realized that these 
systems are to his advantage and serve production better. The productivity 

of the same area is now better even though less water and a smaller number of 
workers are used. Consequently, the farmer has taken a big qualitative step. 
We now have in the ministry urgent requests for incentives in this sphere. 


The third point is that we also have an agricultural loan system which we have 
already launched. We have numerous requests and we have already advanced a 
considerable number of loans to the farmers. It may be that we are negligent 
in the area of information, meaning that we are not advertising this activity. 
However, there are numerous requests. I sign every week two or three requests 
from farmers for agricultural loans. 


The final problem is the problem of marketing. The truth is that we submitted 
a complete report to the cabinet which discussed it and entrusted us to conduct 
a study on the possibility of creating an agency that subsidizes marketing in 
Bahrain so as to encourage the farmer to engage in agricultural work. 


I am gladdened that a number of members of the board of directors of the Bahrain 
Islamic Bank of the Agricultural Consulting Company formed by this bank pre- 
sented to us recently the idea of creating an agricultural production and mar- 
keting company for some crops without doing the farmer any harm. We have 
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welcomed the idea and expressed our readiness to offer every assistance to 
bring this company into existence. This, of course, is just a beginning and 
a mere idea that requires a lot of time. We told the board members that we 
can cooperate with them, even in the studies, because the current tendency of 
the esteemed cabinet is to encourage agriculture to insure food security and 
for environmental purposes. 


We hope that agriculture will, God willing, have a positive impact on employ- 
ment and on reducing imports by supplying alternatives to imports. We can 
thus gain hard currency through replacing imports by local production. All 
this will, God willing, produce a good result. 


Agricultural Conditions in Bahrain 


[Question] Your excellency, are there certain crops that are difficult to 
produce in Bahrain? 


[Answer] Vegetables and fruits are not difficult to produce but they require 
a long time. In the blazing summer season, the situation may be difficult. 
But this difficulty can be overcome through the introduction of technology. 
However, crops such as wehat and grains demand large acreage and could be 
costly. Therefore, it is better to import them from the sisterly countries 
because we form a single complete unit. 


Coordination of Joint Purchases 


[Question] The GCC member states have announced unification of the import 
channels. But this desirable coordination has not been enacted. Are there 
good reasons for this faltering? 


[Answer] One of the resolution adopted in past meetings of the Trade Coopera- 
tion Committee is to purchase and to import jointly. The truth is that we have 
taken some strides in this direction. The GCC ministers of health purchase 
drugs jointly. This purchasing is successful and has reduced the costs by 
nearly 30 percent. 


Regarding joint imports, there are the rice imports at present. The Trade 
Cooperation Committee has formed a subcommittee of the people concerned with 
rice imports in the area's countries and this committee is now carrying out 
its task. 


The benefits of joint imports are numerous. It constitutes, first, a strong 
negotiating power. If we consider all the GCC member states, we find that 
their needs generally are extensive. Consequently, the prices are reduced. 

On the other hand, the delivery of goods to the GCC member states is guaranteed. 
Even if a shortage develops in one of the member states, this shortage can be 
covered by the other member states. 


A committee formed of the supply directors and of certain companies has met in 
the past 3 months to look into other areas of joint purchasing, including wheat 
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which can be purchased jointly because all of the area's countries need wheat. 
The committee looked into the possibility of importing wheat from abroad in the 
past. But the agricultural expansion and the big production achieved by the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia under the auspices of His Majesty King Fahd have now 
made us inclined to purchase from Saudi Arabia. This tendency gladdens the 
heart because the purchase is collective and because there is self-sufficiency 
within the area. 





Other commodities were discussed and it was found that a certain country may 
need a certain commodity at a certain time whereas another country may need it 
3 months later. So it was agreed to exchange information on prices and on the 
stocks in the GCC member states through the GCC general secretariat. It has 
also been agreed to exchange information in case I, for example, wish to pur- 
chase a commodity such as sugar. I notify the secretariat that I want to pur- 
chase sugar now and that I have gotten this or that price and I ask the 
secretariat if the price is right and if there are other GCC states that wish 
to purchase so that we may purchase the “wanted commodity" together. We can 
thus obtain a better material gain price. 


We are moving in this direction. We are in the halfway phase insofar as the 
joint purchase of certain commodities is concerned. However, this is the 
general tendency. The subcommittee has submitted its report and the Trade 
Cooperation Committee will discuss in its next meeting the strategy of joint 
purchases at the level of the GCC member states so as to increase the number 
of commodities purchased collectively. 


8494/12795 
CSO: 4404/413 
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ISRAEL 


BRUNO, NOT AMORA'I, NEW ISRAEL BANK GOVERNOR 
Confirmation of Bruno's Appointment 


Tel Aviv HADASHOT in Hebrew 16 Jun 86 p 5 


[Article by Ze'ev Haspar: "Bruno's Appointment Was Confirmed Within 40 
Seconds" ] 


[Text] Yesterday the government confirmed the appointment of Prof Mikha'el 
Bruno for the post of Israel Bank governor within 40 seconds. Minister of 
Finance Moshe Nissim presented the matter to the government, saying that there 
was an agreement on the appointment between him, on the one hand, and Shime'on 
Peres and Yitzhaq Shamir, on the other. Nissim and Peres finalized the matter 
of the appointment in a telephone conversation, which they conducted before 
the government meeting. The prime minister asked ministers if there was any 
opposition to the appointment, but all the ministers were silent. In the 
meantime pages containing Bruno's biography were distributed to ministers. 


When minister Moshe Shahal left the government meeting, he said the following: 
"Bruno is an excellent man for the job, but it is a pity that the Likud did 
not rise above party considerations and thus prevented the selection of such a 
Suitable person as ‘Adi Amora'i." Later the minister of finance reacted to 
this with cynicism: "Mikha'el Bruno was a member in Herut and before that in 
the Liberal Party. He is also more of a hawk than I am. In general, he came 
to the country on Altalena!" Nissim also said that he would ask ‘Adi Amora'i 
to continue at his post as deputy minister of finance. He added that he did 
not yet discuss the appointment of deputy governor or an advisory committee 
and council for Israel Bank. 


Before Nissim assumei his post in the Ministry of Finance there was almost an 
agreement on the candidacy of Deputy Minister of Finance ‘Adi Amora'i for the 
post of governor. Indeed, former Minister of Finance Yitzhaq Moda'i made it 
clear that he would oppose the appointment, but towards the end of his office 
he softened and was ready for a political deal. Nissim did not want a 
political appointment. Moreover, he did not want unpleasantness with Knesset 
member Yig'al Cohen Orgad, a close associate of Moshe Arens, who wanted the 
post of governor. Thus was born Mikha'el Bruno's candidacy, which was 
Supported by Knesset members Ari'tel Veynshteyn and Dan Meridor, close 
associates of Nissim and Shamir. 
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When Alignment ministers decided to abandon 'Adi Amora'i, Bruno told Nisim 
that he agreed to accept the post. What the Likud took pains to hide from 
Peres was that Bruno was in no way prepared to have his candidacy presented in 
the government only on behalf of the Likud against Amora'i's candidacy. The 
Likud's maneuver’ succeeded. Alignment members are angry at Peres for 
abandoning a friend and, worse than that, for agreeing to the principle that a 
political figure was disqualified from holding such a senior post as that of 
governor. 


It may be that the new governor will be involved, even if unofficially, in the 
economic talks with the American delegation headed by deputy Secretary of 
State John Wallace, which will begin in Jerusalem tomorrow. Dr Imanu'el 
Sharon, director-general of the Ministry of Finance, will head the Israeli 
team. The question of growth of the Israeli economy will be in the center of 
the talks and the tax system will be examined simultaneously. The Americans 
believe that growth is possible only by reducing the tax burden and limiting 
the extent of subsidies and national insurance payments. The talks will 
continue for 2 days. 


Bruno's Biography, Views 
Tel Aviv HADASHOT in Hebrew 16 Jun 85 p 5 
[Article by Amnon Atad: "Bruno Against Wage Increases" ] 


[Text] Prof Mikha'tel Bruno (54) was born in Germany and came to Israel at the 
age of 1 year. He studied economics in Jerusalem and at Stanford University 
in California. He is lecturer in economics at Hebrew University. At the end 
of the 1960's he was the head of the economic circle. Between the years 1961- 
1964 he was a codirector of the research department in Israel Bank. He served 
as economic adviser to former Minister of Finance Yehoshu'a Rabinovitz and 
during the last elections participated in the composition of the economic 
chapter in the Alignment platform. He was one of the planners of the economic 
program, which was put into effect last July. He is considered one of the 
great experts in problems of growth under conditions of inflation in the. 
world. 


What does Bruno think about: 
Wage increases: He strongly opposes any wage increase in excess of what is 
required for the cost-of-living increment. In his opinion, any such increase 


will bring about a renewal of inflation, which will sap the purchasing power. 


Capital tax: A year ago he proposed the imposition of a 10-percent tax on all 
public monetary assets. Today he opposes the imposition of such a tax. 


Devaluation: If there are no wage increases, there will be no need to carry 
out a devaluation in the next few months. 


Interest: Last year interest rates were too high. Credit restraint could 
have also been attained at lower interest rates. 
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Interview With Amora'i 
Tel Aviv HADASHOT in Hebrew 16 Jun 86 p 5 


(Interview with 'Adi Amora'i by Amnon Atad: "Amora'i: In the Meantime I am 
Deputy Minister of Finance"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] HADASHOT: Do you feel cheated? 
Amora'i: My feelings are a secondary matter now. I want to wish success to 


the new governor. This is a difficult and responsible job and he needs such a 
blessing. 


HADASHOT: The prime minister did not keep the promise he gave you. 
Amora'i: The time has not yet come to react to this matter. 

HADASHOT: Nor did all the support of the Alignment faction help. 

Amora'i: You should address this question to the chairman of the faction. 
HADASHOT: What do you intend to do now? 


Amora'i: In the meantime I am deputy minister of finance. Time will tell 
what will be in the future. 


HADASHOT : Will you be able to continue working with the minister of finance 
after he, in fact, has thwarted your appointment? 


Amora'i: Time will tell. 


HADASHOT : You are responsible for the capital market in the Ministry of 
Finance and have close contacts with Israel Bank. Will this episode affect 
these contacts? 


Amora'i: As far as I am concerned and as long as I hold the post of deputy 
minister of finance I will try to perform my job as best as I can. 


11439 
CSO: 4423/118 
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ISRAEL 


RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA SURVEYED 
Tel Aviv KOTERET RASHIT in Hebrew No 186, 25 Jun 86 pp 18, 46-49 
[Article by Dov Alfon: "“Israel-South Africa: Business (Almost) as Usual"] 


[Text] Last week the Knesset observed the 10th anniversary of the Soweto 
riots. A total of 618 black children were killed and more than 1,500 were 
wounded when the security forces of South Africa opened fire on students, who 
demonstrated in a protest against the decision to force them to study 
Afrikaans. At the same occasion the Knesset cculd have celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of the historical meeting between Yitzhaq Rabin, who was the prime 
minister at that time, and John Vorster, his South African colleague. The 
meeting was held in Jerusalem and received an extensive international 
communications coverage. This was Vorster's first official visit to a 
democratic state. His visit constitutes a landmark in the mysterious 
relations connecting Israel with South Africa. 


As it becomes clear that the visit did great damage to Israel's image in the 
world, it is more difficult to clarify who saw to it that it was organized. 
An individual, who was close to the upper political ranks in Israel at that 
time, told KOTERET RASHIT this week that Shim'on Peres, who was the minister 
of defense at that time, was responsible for this matter. According to this 
source, Peres went on a secret mission to South Africa in March 1976 and 
invited Vorster for a reciprocal visit. The latter accepted the invitation 
immediately. Rabin was surprised at the initiative, but chose not to quarrel 
with Peres about such a petty matter. Yig'tal Alon, who was the minister of 
foreign affairs at that time, was brought up-to-date late and in his anger saw 
to it that the planned trip of three economic ministers was thwarted. 


The publicity of that visit is very prominent against the background of the 
smoke screen covering the economic, military, and political relations between 
Israel and South Africa during the last decade. Various bodies connected with 
South Africa refused to answer our question, including the South African 
Embassy in Israel, the office for trade between the two states, and even the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade. This atmosphere of secrecy achieves nothing: 
On the contrary, various anti-Israeli bodies are glad to exploit it in order 
to issue countless publications, which make an extensive comparison between 
Israel and South Africa. Many of these publications seek to demonstrate that 
Israel is economically and militarily dependent on the aparthaid regime and 
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aids in the oppression of the black majority. Many speakers from the Knesset 
rostrum last week complained about the fact that the voice of the Israeli 
Government was not heard in the international condemnation of the South 
African regime. "Only as a result of a question by a reporter did _ the 
spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs make a statement condemning the 
regime of racial separation," Knesset member Viqtor Shem-Tov (MAPAM) said in 
the motion for the agenda. 


The truth is that Israel has been careful to condemn apartheid in various 
international forums since Yig'al Alon's speech at the United Nations in the 
fall of 1976. However, these condemnations are clouded by the atmosphere of 
forced secrecy and public visits by Israeli ministers in South Africa. 
Minister Moshe Arens stayed tnere last month (see the indented paragraph) and 
an economic delegation headed by a senior official in the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade was supposed to leave for South Africa a week ago. "The State of 
Israel does not conduct a policy of double-entry bookkeeping in South Africa," 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Roni Milo declared, apparently rightly so. 


Zionist Solution 


Minister of Foreign Affairs Moshe Arens went to South Africa for a short visit 
as a guest of its Zionist Federation on the occasion of Jerusalem Daj. A 
total of 100,000 Jews and, in addition, 20,000 Israelis live in South Africa 
today. Arens' impression was that the Jewish community was sitting on 
suitcases. "This community is very Zionist," he told us. "It will be a real 
blow if most of them decide to immigrate to Australia or the United States." 


[Question] "Was your trip to South Africa vital?" 


[Answer ] "It was definitely vital. I did not even hear that there was 
criticism of the visit itself, but only of the possibility that I would have 
talks with ministers or officials there, and I did not do that. If we decide 


that the immigration of those 100,000 Jews is vital, then this trip was also 
vital." 


[Question] "In your opinion, what should be the nature of relations between 
Israel and South Africa?" 


[Answer} "I cannot give a sketch. If we determine that the attempt to bring 
Jews to Israel is important, we will not want to do something that will 
prevent us from executing this. We must not forget that the Government of 
South Africa wiil play a role in this immigration. For example, it will 
determine how much money will the Jews be able to take when they leave." 


On the other hand, Mitterrand's France plays the diplomatic game with European 
efficiency: While former Prime Minister Laurent Fabius went to South Africa 
for a demonstration meeting with Winnie Mandela and Bishop Desmond Tutu, his 
government transferred an unknown number of French police-model helicopters to 
the South African army. According to the International Institute for Peace 
Research in Stockholm, France also transferred the rights to the manufacture 
of Cactus-model ground missiles to South Africa. A few weeks ago Jacques 
Chirac, France's new prime minister, announced that his country would avoid 
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"any new contact with the South African Ministry of Energy." Only Chirac 
forgot to explain that the commitments for the present fiscal year had already 
been signed and that coal deals amounting to vast sums had been made with 
South Africa. 


Israeli diplomacy is less refined: "Israel made a serious mistake when it 
developed intimacy with South Africa," said Prof Shlomo Avineri, who held the 
post of director-general of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, "intimacy, which 
damages Israel's position in the world. 


"There was no reason to give prominence to the public aspect of these 
relations. There are many states, which quietly and peacefully maintain 
excellent relations with South Africa. In fact, there are too many states 
maintaining such relations with Israel and we have no choice but to agree to 
this arrangement." 


Nuclear Relations 


Open data reveal that there are no proofs to the claim of existence of close 
relations between Israel and the apartheid regime. In the 1985 report of the 
International Monetary Fund Israel does not appear on the list of the 15 main 
exporters to South Africa, whereas on the list of states importing from South 
Africa Israel appears in the 12th place with 0.9 percent of the total South 
African exports. Such states as the United States, Japan, Britain, Italy, 
Holland, and even Switzerland have the lion's share of the South African 
market. 


Everyone complains angrily about Israel, but no one is disturbed by the fact 
that Germany trades with a racist regime, the only one in the world, over 
whose laws the spirit of Nazi racist laws hovers. The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs states that this is an example of the world's hypocrisy and an 
expression of the anti-Israeli positions at the United Nations. This is not 
accurate: Indeed, Germany openly sells big quantities of textile products and 
food to South Africa, but according to foreign publications Israel sells arms 
and nuclear know-how to it. 


In 1963 the UN Security Council decided to impose sanctions against South 
Africa, including a ban on the sale of arms or know-how for the development of 
arms, as well as chemical or nuclear weapons. In the course of the following 
years various states tried to organize themselves in order to impose 
additional sanctions. For example, in the early 1970's OPEC states sought to 
impose an oil embargo against South Africa, but the latter managed to import 
oil by means of agents and intermediaries. Some also saw Israel's hand in 
these deals. The embargo failed. Today, South Africa itself supplies about 
80 percent of its energy consumption. 
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An additional boycott was imposed in 1977, when the Olympic Committee 
prohibited holding any sports competitions with South Africa. Some claimed 
that such a boycott harmed mainly the blacks. The boycott was observed 
strictly, except for a rugby tournament, which was held between England and 
South Africa in 1980. Nor did Israel observe the commandments strictly: In 
June 1981 a group of Hapo'el Petah-Tiqva departed for a football meet with a 
group from Bophuthatswana. The visit also produced a storm in the Hapo'el 
center, because mayor Dov Tavori headed the delegation and thus gave an 
official character to the meet. 


Not only sports, but also popular music. "Don't Sing in Sun City" asked such 
pop singers as Stevie Wonder. The singer Rod Stewart encountered angry 
demonstrators during his performances owing to his performance in South Africa 
2 years ago. Rita or "Meshina" have not yet been invited, but KOTERET RASHIT 
has found out that the Qameri Orchestra is about to go there next month for a 
round of performances. 


From 'Uzi to Mirage 


Perhaps Israeli violations of the cultural boycott do not get much attention. 
However, violations of the ban on the sale of arms to South Africa receive an 
extensive coverage. According to Israel's statistical yearbook of 1985, 
Israel exports goods worth $63 million to South Africa. The yearbook does not 
include data on the sale of defense equipment. In his book, "The Unholy 
Alliance--Israel and South Africa," the researcher James Adams seeks to 
uncover a little of what is happening in the field of arms trade and he 
writes: "It may be that, if we include arms deals in statistics, Israel will 
appear as the main trade partner of South Africa." 


Appayvently, arms deals between Israel and South Africa began in 1967, when 
Genvral De Gaulle decided to impose an embargo on the sale of combat means to 
Israel. Then Israel began to make the first defense contacts with Pretoria's 
racist regime: a friendship of lepers. The embargo against South Africa 
caused it to begin its own manufacture. The government arms company-- 
Armscor--is now the third largest company in the state. South Africa meets 
more than 80 percent of its needs for military equipment. According to the 
organ of the Royal Institute of the Armed Services in Britain, in 1967 the 
agreement for defense cooperation with Israel included the rights to the 
manufacture of the 'Uzi. In 1981 Israel also transferred the rights to the 
manufacture of the Galil, which is manufactured in South Africa under the name 
of AR-4, 


According to the research institute in Stockholm, the Israeli military 
industry also transferred know-how for the manufacture of Gabriel sea-to-sea 
missiles under the name of Scorpions and in 1976 know-how for the construction 
of Reshef-model missile carriers to its South African colleague. Three such 
carriers had been sold to South Africa before. Israel saw to it that this 
purchase was camouflaged through the mediation of the Italian Oto Melara 
Company. Israel is not the only state that sold technological-defense know- 
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how to South Africa during the last decade. France also did this--its Cactus 
missiles are manufactured in South Africa. Italy did great things: It sold 
the rights to the manufacture of a special simulator called Impala for 
training against riots to the Pretoria Government. 


An additional agreement for military cooperation with Israel concerns the 
reconditioning of armored vehicles of the South African Army--armored troop 
vehicles and Centurion-model tanks. According to foreign publications, the 
reconditioning is done by a joint company of the national steel industry of 
South Africa and of the Iskur Company which is a subsidiary of the Israeli Kur 
Company. According to these publications, Iskur holds 51 percent of the 
company's ownership. Numerically, it is a matter of the reconditioning of 
about 150 tanks and a similar number of armored troop vehicles. 


In 1984 the Institute for Strategic Research in London claimed that in 1976 
Vorster and Rabin signed a long-term agreement for the reconditioning of the 
Mirage airplanes of the South African Air Force. South Africa, worried about 
the Soviet weapons in the hands of the rebels in Angola and in other 
neighboring states, apparently was happy to receive know-how concerning Soviet 
combat means, part of which was in Israel's hands as spoils. Most modern 
states, as an act of protest against the firing on black demonstrators in 
April 1984, recalled their military attaches from Pretoria. 


Black Power 


Twenty air force cadets from the South African protectorate Ciskei arrived in 
Israel in November 1983. They came to Israel for a course in flying. An 
official spokesman said that the course would be held on behalf of a private 
company and not in the Israeli Air Force. In an answer to a question the 
spokesman said that the Air Force of Ciskei consisted of antiquated transport 
airplanes, "which were once bought from Israel." Of all the activities 
connected with reciprocal relations between Israel and Ciskei, for some 
reason, a military course, not the investments of Knesset member Yoram Aridor, 
for example, was presented. 


According to Adams' book, the training of South African soldiers in Israel is 
small change as compared to unofficial publications on the nuclear cooperation 
between Israel and South Africa. On 22 September 1979 American spy satellites 
noticed a mysterious missile fired from one of the ships sailing near South 
African shores. It soon became known that South Africa joined the atomic club 
and, apparently, conducted tie first nuclear test. On 21 February 1980 Dan 
Raviv, a CBS correspondent in Israel, broadcast sensational news from Rome: 
Israel, the news stated, participated in that nuclear test. 


In his book, Adams devotes a whole chapter to a description of the nuclear 
cooperation between the two states. According to his claim, Israeli 
scientists made many visits to the nuclear site near Cape Town called Safari. 
According to him, the first proposal to conduct an Israeli nuclear test within 
the boundaries of South Africa was made in 1966, but Levi Eshkol, who was the 
prime minister at that time, refused, saying that Israel would not be the 
first state to introduce nuclear arms into the Middle East. The proposal was 
again made during Vorster's visit in 1976. Peres and Rabin hastened to agree. 
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The author claims that his statement is based on conversations with people 
close to the top ranks of the government. The name of Knesset member Eliyahu 
Shpayzer is mentioned in that paragraph. The "figures" told him that that was 
not an Israeli bomb, but a South African bomb with Israeli assistance. It is 
not clear which is worse. 


While, according to foreign publications, Israel exports arms and know-how to 
South Africa, it imports from there mainly "resources for production," for 
example, coal. It is customary to think that Israel is almost completely 
dependent on the supply of coal from South Africa. "It is unreasonable to 
assume that Israel and Japan will be able to participate in a boycott of South 
African coal," wrote THE ECONOMIST in an investigating report last year. The 
proposals on a boycott of South African coal are not surprising. In the mines 
apartheid is conspicuous in all its ugliness. According to law, blacks are 
forbidden to be "mine workers." They must be "diggers." The difference is 
quite simple: Mine workers are foremen, who clear coal piles with dynamite 
Sticks. The blacks gather the vital mineral and load it on trucks. 


Israel officially imports from South Africa about one-half of the annual 
amount of coal that it consumes. About 20 additional percent of the Israeli 
purchase come from spot sources through various intermediaries. The source of 
this coal is also mostly from South Africa. The amount of coal, whose source 
is South Africa, reaches about 70 percent of Israel's annual consumption. The 
Ministry of Energy says that even if Israel stops purchasing coal from 
Pretoria, there will be no shortage. Indeed, South African coal is cheap, 
but the price of coal in the world is decreasing and Israel has no problem in 
changing over to purchases from Australia, the United States, Colombia, and 
even Poland, if certain government plans are realized. 


The maneuverability of the State of Israel in the field of energy has improved 
remarkably in recent years. This is due to no small extent to the oil crisis, 
but also to the conversion of the power station in Hadera to a coal-crude oil 
station. These days the planning department in the Ministry of Energy is 
weighing the possibility of changing over to a higher crude oil consumption. 
This changeover will reduce coal imports from South Africa. 


In addition to coal Israel imports from South Africa small quantities of steel 
and iron products for industry, various raw materials, such as sugar, and 
canned food, which fills supermarket shelves--pineapples, for example. 
According to the data of the Central Statistical Office, this year imports 
from South Africa total $175 million--a small rise as compared to last year. 


However, the data of this office do not reflect the reality. The lion's share 
of Israeli imports is not coal. Israel annually imports diamonds ("precious 
and s3emiprecious stones," in the words of this office) worth $1 billion-- 
almost one-eighth of Israel's total imports. This vast sum does not appear in 
the context of South Africa, because Israel acquires diamonds through the 
diamond syndicate exchange in London. Therefore, the money is transferred to 
diamond merchants and from there to the source of the goods, minus. broker's 
fees. Sources close to the diamond business told us that the decisive 
majority of the diamonds imported by Israel, in fact, originate from South 
Africa. 
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Exports of Shame 


In the field of exports things are much calmer. For several years South 
Africa has been in a deep economic crisis. This year the rate of the rand has 
dropped from $2 per rand to 41 cents. Israeli exports to South Africa have 
dropped 40 percent in dollar terms (in the calculations of the local currency 
the drop is much smaller) this year. Civilian exports to South Africa are 
supposed to be open to everyone, but the companies trading with South Africa 
are not proud of these deals--at least they have shame. 


Various government companies, such as KIL, are involved in Israeli exports to 
South Africa. Phosphate and potassium make up 16 percent of the Israeli 
exports. Another 17 percent appear as “other chemicals." Israel also exports 
metal products and machines (12 percent), electric and electronic equipment 
(14 percent), food products (12 percent), light industry products (19 
percent--jewelry, religious articles, and ‘advanced electronics'), rubber and 
plastic products, including tires (6 percent), and textile and clothing 
products (4 percent). Electronic companies are very active in South Africa. 
Adams claims in his book that he found representations of four Israeli 
electronic companies in Johannesburg: the aircraft industry, Tadiran, Elisra, 
and Elbit. Scitex is also active in South Africa, but on a small scale. In 
1984 Scitex sold equipment and services worth a total of 500,000 dollars. The 
Electis Company from Ramat Gan established a company for the manufacture and 
marketing of facsimile instruments in partnership with Phototrax from 
Johannesburg. To date the company has sold hundreds of products in South 
Africa. 


Tadiran signed a marketing agreement with the S.T.S. Company from 
Johannesburg. The agreement concerns the marketing of telephone switchboards 
and includes the sale of know-how in this field. There are no data on 
Tadiran's exports. The Tasbin Company, which manufactures auxiliary materials 
for the paper industry, is very active in Johannesburg. In the fieid of 
agricultural products one can find such names as Klal-Sahar, Kur-Sahar, 
Hilron, Agridev, Agarey-Carmel, and so forth. Israeli exports to South Africa 
gained greatly in scope in 1980 after the signing of the trade agreement 
between the two states (Yig'al Hurvitz was the Israeli minister of finance at 
that time). 


A total of 20,000 Israelis live in South Africa. Trade rules with South 
Africa are not limited as with an ordinary Western state. Anyone can come and 
employ workers according to local laws. A spacious villa with a swimming pool 
and a garden in a suburb of Johannesburg costs approximately 40,000 dollars 
and black servants do not make this much more expensive. Israelis frequently 
go back and forth. A total of 12,000 people annually travel on the Tel-Aviv- 
Johannesburg line of the South African Airline Company. The company places 
many ads in the Israeli press. "Why it is part of Africa and why it is not" 
states the ad. 


Constructive Intervention 


Whereas sharp changes were not visible in imports from South Africa in the 
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last 2 years, the investments of Israelis dropped sharply. Investments were 
once considered very profitable (an annual return of 25 percent as compared tc 
14. percent in other places in the world), but they seem more and more 
dangerous. In 1984 many Israelis rushed to Ciskei. Israeli investments 
totaled about $14 million there. Today the investments of Israelis in South 
Africa do not exceed $8 million. 


"Until a .ear ago there was a great deal of liberalism in giving approval for 
investments in South Africa," explains Efraim Davrat, who is responsible for 
foreign trade in the Ministry of Finance. "Perhaps there was an exaggeration 
in this matter. Now there is an interministry committee, which examines the 
requests, and the giving of approval has been reduced, mainly for investments 
in South Africa." 


However, what attracts Israel to trade with South Africa is not necessarily 
the demand for technology and chemicals, but certain paragraphs in the trade 
agreement between the states, in particular the paragraph called “annual 
credit line": South Africa gives Israel an annual credit line of 30 million 
rands for general imports, an additional credit line of 90 million rands for 
coal imports, anda third credit line of 50 million rands for the investment 
quota of South African Jews in Israel. "It will be foolish to give this up," 
says the Ministry of Finance. 


The main investments in South Africa come from the United States. The Reagan 
administration conducts in South Africa a policy, which presidential adviser 
Chester Crocker defined as "constructive intervention." If we believe the 
spokesmen, the intention is to influence South Africa to change its ways and 
to slowly give up racial separation. American industry understood this 
concept literally and hastened to establish subsidiaries in South Africa and 
to employe local people according to local conditions. South Africa, which 
needs foreign investments in order to rehabilitate its economy, was glad to 
offer preferential conditions for investments to Americans. A total of 320 
American companies conduct business in South Africa, including IBM, Mobil, 
Colgate Palmolive, Zerox, Ford, and so forth. About 3 years ago American 
public opinion began to rebel against the apartheid regime in South Africa. 
Students in all universities went out in giant demonstrations and consumer 
organizations threatened a boycott again and again. A trade boycott is liable 
to greatly hurt South Africa, where 30 percent of the national raw material 
output is based on exports. With regard to white manpower in South Africa 15 
percent of it is employed in the bureaucratic system supervising the 
implementation of apartheid--a total of 400,000 people. A code of conduct for 
employers in South Africa known as the Sullivan Code was formulated in the 
General Motors Company in 1976. This is the document obligating its signers 
to employ black workers at wages similar to those of white workers, to refuse 
to establish racial separation at work places, and to demand from tre 
authorities housing close to work places for all workers in order to sabota 

separate housing laws. Signers also commit themselves to take active steps 

improve technological education among blacks and to contribute a certain 
percentage of the profits to black communities in South Africa. The Sullivan 
Code has gained vast popularity in the last 2 years. More than 70 percent of 
the manpower employed by American companies in South Africa is employed under 
Sullivan conditions and the Common Market has decided to adopt this method and 
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has established its own code, which is still at the testing stage. In Israel 
there is no similar code. We asked the Kur spokesman if the concern employed 
blacks and whites in South Africa under the same wage conditions. Despite 
repeated requests Kur did not find it proper to give us an answer. 
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ISRAEL 


ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES OF KAKH MEMBERS OUTLINED 
Tel Aviv KOTERET RASHIT in Hebrew No 188, 9 Jul 86 pp 17-19 
{Article by Gil Ronen: "The Criminal Chronicle of Kakh"] 


[Text] A report on a criminal act attributed to Kahane's people is published 
in newspapers almost every week. These acts move from the relatively light 
offences of threats and harassments through terrorist violence up to arson and 
shooting in extreme cases. 


KAKH is a political terrorist organization and the Israeli system of law and 
justice has not yet found the way to wrestle with such a phenomenon. KAKH 
appears in the mantle of a legitimate political party and the acts of its 
members are always presented as a spontaneous reaction to something. Despite 
the fact that all the actions of KAKH members are the results of Kahane's 
world outlook and preaching, for the most part a direct connection between him 
and criminal acts is not proven. The rules of deterrence and rehabilitation 
that are supposed to apply to ordinary offenders, apply to Kanane's offenders 
to a lesser extent. Even when they are sentenced to actual imprisonment, upon 
their release they return to the service of the movement and to illegal 
activity. Most of them are even proud of their criminal past. Kahane also 
likes to mention that he sat in the Ramla prison for several months. 


It is most probable that Kahane will not be allowed to run in the next 
elections to the Knesset. The amendment to the Knesset's basic law, which 
states that a racist list will not be permitted to run in elections, places a 
big legal obstacle to his return to the Knesset. However, it is difficult to 
assume that Kahane will close his office and shut himself at home. He will 
continue to act and will even intensify his illegal activities in order to 
cause unrest and to get the extent of the communication coverage, to which he 
got accustomed during his years in the Knesset and which is the elixir of his 
movement's life. Disqualification of his movement will constitute for his 
people an additional justification for illegal activity. 


A senior jurist told us that whenever the matter depends on legal practice and 
the police, Kahane's people are treated with extreme severity. "A completely 
clear policy has been crystallized," he says, “and it is followed in 
principle. In every case, in which there is apparent evidence of criminal .PA 
offences by a KAKH member, he must be dealt with firmly and strictly. In case 
an indictment was not presented, there was no evidence." 
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The former jurist says that the prosecution of KAKH activists, who slandered 
the president, is a "very irregular step. In general, there is a large 
measure of tolerance for expressions in the political area. But this time 
they have exceeded the limit." 


The jurist said that a debate on the question as to whether it was possible to 
prohibit the existence of the KAKH movement according to existing laws was 
held in the Ministry of Justice. "The summation was that there was nothing to 
be done. There were problems. It was a question of a lack of evidence and 
certain legal rules. This does not mean that it will be impossible to do 
something in the future if there is evidence against them." 


Three paragraphs in the existing law can serve as the basis for placing 
Kahane's movement outside the law. Tne order for the prevention of terrorism 
defines "a group of people using in their activities violent acts, which may 
cause the death of a person or his injury, or threats of such violent acts" as 
a terrorist organization. Jurists say that it is possible to convict KAKH on 
the basis of this paragraph, but this will be difficult. The language of the 
law is very general: If the paragraph on threats had been implemented as law, 
BITAR Jerusalem would have also been a terrorist movement. 


Emergency defense regulations define a prohibited assembly, among other 
things, as an “organization engaged in provoking contempt or incitement of 
hostility against the Government of Israel or one of its ministers in his 
official duty." Perhaps this is why Kahane keeps attacking the president of 
the state and Knesset members and does not mention very much the prime 
minister and other ministers. 


Paragraph 145 of the penal law, which defines a prohibited assembly, among 
other things, as "a group of people, whose objective is to cause a rebellion," 
is the law that seems most appropriate for the disqualification of KAKH. 
Among other things, rebellion means "to arouse strife or hostility among 
various parts of the population"--apparently, a paragraph applying to KAKH's 
characteristics. In the opinion of attorney Yehoshu'a Shofman, the legal 
adviser to the Civil Rights Association, it is possible to build a good case 
around this law. Shofman believes that the appeal to chase away Arabs by 
means of intimidation, as in Neve-Ya'aqov, can constitute the cause of such an 
action. However, here too there are several obstacles on the path to 
conviction. The law states that the attempts to convince citizens that there 
is a need to change legislation are legitimate. In any event, the state 
attorney's office, apparently, does not rely on the success of such an action. 
It should be remembered that failure will give Kahane an official seal of 
legitimacy. 


The state attorney's office states that the best way to break up KAKH is to 
enact a law that will prohibit the existence of a racist organization (KOTERET 
RASHIT, 182). However, it is difficult to believe that the fate of such a law 
will be better than the unfortunate law against incitement to racism, at least 
in the present Knesset. Until there is an appropriate legislative change, or 
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until Kahane makes enough mistakes so that it is possible to convict him 
according to existing laws, we will be forced to live with the criminal 
negligence of KAKH and it can be assumed that it will only keep intensifying. 


The following is a detailing of KAKH files. 
Police Files 


An inclusive picture of the criminal activity of the KAKH organization can be 
obtained only from a study of newspaper archives. In the police and the state 
attorney's office there is no concentration of data or a follow-up of the 
organization as such. 


The handling is detailed. The details of every case can be obtained only by 
means of the number of the file under consideration. Therefore, the list 
presented here does not include the full information on legal and police 
handling in every case. It includes cases of conviction of offenders and of 
detention for the purpose of an investigation and cases whose connection with 
KAKH is within the realm of reasonable suspicion. It is partly based on a 
list prepared by RATZ and transferred to Yehudit Qarp, assistant legal adviser 
to the government, this week. At the last minute the spokesman of the 
minister of police told us that it was, nevertheless, possible to find out how 
each case was handled. We handed him the list and we hope to provide details 
on how KAKH offenders were punished in one of the next issues. 


January 1 1980 


Kahane's people broke into a conference of the Committee for Solidarity With 
Bi'r Zayt in Beyt Agron in Jerusalen. A fight broke out and Kahane's people 
left before the police came. The organizer of the conference lodged a 
complaint. 


May 23 1980 


A connection between the KAKH movement and a big dump of explosives, 
ammunition, and hand grenades discovered at the [Western] Wall yeshiva was 
proven. The suspicion: KAKH members planned to damage the al-Aqsa Mosque and 
the Dome of the Rock. Kahane and another KAKH member were detained by 
administrative order for 6 months. 


January 25 1982 


Five KAKH members were detained in Jerusalem on suspicion of disturbance of 
peace at a conference of rabbis at the Meir Institute. 


April 4 1982 
Allen Goodman broke into the Temple Mount and killed three passers-by. o 


direct connection between this act and KAKH was not proven. After the act 
Goodman received Kahane's support. 








July 22 1982 


Yoel Lerner, a KAKH member, was detained. He was accused of conspiring with 
two of his charges in the Brit HaHashmona'im Movement to place demolition 


loads near a wall of the Dome of the Rock. Lerner was sentenced to 2 1/2 
years in prison. 


September 28 1982 


Kahane and three of his members were detained by the police on their way to 
Taybah. They were accused of an attempt to disturb public order. The court 
released them on bail after they undertook not to repeat this act. 


March 10 1983 


Forty-five young men were detained when they were about to break into the 


Temple Mount with weapons and to settle there. Some of them were identified 
with KAKH. 


April 5 1983 


Nine people were detained at the entrance to Jerusalem after they had blocked 
the traffic there. They did this as a protest against the arrest of Kahane's 
nephew suspected of firing with an 'Uzi in the Jewish quarter. He claimed 
that he was attacked and fired in the air. 


January 5 1984 


Kahane speaks at the Hamashbir square in Jerusalem with a poster supporting 
TNT near him. Kahane and two others were detained, but he managed to escape 


from the policemen. "I learned how to make fun of the police," he told 
newspapermen. 


March 4 1984 


Four KAKH activists, Yehuda Rikhter, Hazan Levi, Yehuda Qozinsqi, and Meir 
Liebovitz, fired with automatic weapons on an Arab bus, which transported 
workers in the Ramallah region. Six passengers were wounded during the 
incident. The four were also accused of setting motor vehicles and the AL- 
FAJR editorial office on fire and were sentenced to several years in prison. 


July 24 1984 


KAKK activists held a victory march in Jerusalem after it became clear that 
they exceeded the minimum percentage of votes in the elections. Arab 
merchants said that they were pushed and their stalls were overthrown. They 
did not complain to the police, because "this was pointless." 


August 3 1984 


KAKH activists attached themselves to the car of the psychiatrist Dr Eytan 
Levov on the Jerusalem-Tel-Aviv road. Levov told the Jerusalem weekly KOL 
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HA'IR that, when he stopped a police patrol, a KAKH member spat in his face 
and hit the policeman. Levov lodged a complaint. 


September 19 1984 


A 15-year old boy from Jerusalem claimed that Kahane attacked him and slapped 
his face in the course of a demonstration of strength by KAKH at the Mahane 
Yehuda market. The boy lodged a complaint. The police reported that a 
criminal investigation against the Knesset member would open. 


October 1 1984 


Four of Kahane's people infiltrated the Dehiysha refugee camp and, armed with 
pistols, began to roam the streets. They were detained, accused of entering 
a military area, and released on bail. 


November 20 1984 


Kahane was interrogated in the police on suspicion of incitement to terrorism 
owing to his words of encouragement for the rocket firing on the bus. 


December 25 1984 


Eli Adir, director-general of KAKH, was detained as a suspect of incitement at 
the mass meeting in ‘Akko after he spoke of the right cf Arabs to immigrate to 
Arab countries. He was released on bail. 


December 27 1984 


Yisrael Fuks, a KAKH activist convicted of firing on an Arab car on the 
Hevron-Yata road and sentenced tc 2 1/2 years in prison, was expelled 
temporarily from the country. He was permitted to return at the end of August 
1985. Fuks fired two shots from a Kalachnikov at a car that passed near him 
accidentally. No one was hurt. 


February 12 1985 


Avner Ozen, No 4 on the KAKH list to the Knesset, was sentenced to 4 months of 
actual imprisonment for threatening and hurling insults at Knesset member 
Mordekhay Virshovsqi, when the Knesset's Committee for Internal Affairs came 
to tour the Tel-Mond prison. "We will take off your second leg," Ozen 
screamed then. 


February 23 1985 
KAKH members harassed the consul of Egypt in Elat over the telephone. A young 


mar, who did not identify himself, approached the consul and said that he was 
responsible for the harassment. 
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July 6 1985 


KAKH member Moshe Vertheym, coordinator of defense of the El'azar settlement 
near Bethlehem, was detained on suspicion of planning attacks against Arabs. 


A fragmentation grenade, demolition materials, and KAKH leaflets were found in 
his possession. 


July 20 1985 


The Jerusalem police detained three KAKH members after they distributed 
leaflets calling for boycotting Arab peddlers among tourists and visitors in 
the Old City. 


August 9 1985 


KOL HA'IR reported that Kahane inflamed the demonstrations by the orthodox on 
Yam-Suf Street in Jerusalem. Kahane positioned himself in the middle of the 
road and blocked a passing car, which received a shower of spitting and blows 


from the orthodox crowd. One of Kahane's people attacked the car driver, tore 
his shirt, and wounded him. 


September 22 1985 


Commune members from Ra'tanana were beaten by KAKH members during a 
demonstration in Giv'atayin. They lodged a complaint with the police. 
Yitzhaq Yaron, mayor of Giv'atayim, received many threats at his home and at 
his office in the municipality. The threateners were identified as KAKH 
members and told Yaron that they would do away with him, abuse his wife and 
daughter, and murder them. 


November 30 1985 


Kahane's people through organized coughs disturbed the speech by Knesset 
member Virshovsqi at "Shtarbut in Petah-Tiqva. The police detained two of 
them, Rami Pur and 'Atzmon Rozenberg, for interrogation. The municipality of 
Petah-Tiqva lodged a complaint about the disturbance of public order. 


January 16 1986 


The door of the home of Rusilah Jabbar, an Arab woman residing in the Neve- 
Ya'agov neighborhood in Jerusalem, was set on fire early in the morning. The 
door of the apartment of a Jewish woman in the neighborhood, who was friendly 
with her Arab neighbors, was set on fire an hour earlier. Unknown persons 
left a letter signed by KAKH near her door. The latter warned her that, if 
she entertained Arabs in her apartment, they would kidnap her children and 


burn her house. 
January 18 1986 
Young people from KAKH tried to force their way into the Temple Mount. One 


was detained for interregation and accused of disturbing peace and causing a 
policeman to stumble. 
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January 22 1986 


Kahane's people smeared slogans in the village of Abu-Ghawsh and threatened to 
continue to assault the village and to take out the Jewish women who married 
its inhabitants from there. 


February 12 1986 


At the end of the KAKH conference at Binyaney Hauma Barukh Marzel, secretary 
of the KAKH faction in the Knesset, attacked another KAKH member and beat hin, 
erroneously believing him to be one of the demonstrators against the 
conference. The man required care in a Magen David Adom ambulance. Marzel 
was summoned for interrogation. Mas'uda Ohana, one of the speakers at the 
conference, called upon [the members] "to take the law into our own hands" and 
"to establish our own underground." The legal adviser to the government 
decided to prosecute two speakers, Moshe Potolsqi and Re'uven Ben-'Amit, for 
defaming the president of the state. 


March 8 1986 


Dozens of KAKH sympathizers in yellow shirts attacked Knesset member Shulamit 
Aloni and hurled curses and invectives against her when she arrived for a 
program of interviews in Petah-Tiqva. The disturbance lasted about 1/2 hour 
and then the police intervened. When Aloni finished her speech, KAKH members 
blocked her way until police and border guard forces cleared the way for her. 
The police announced that those that violated the order would be accused of 
dirtying public property. 


March 9 1986 


The Solel-Bone Company received letters signed by KAKH urging it not to employ 
Arabs. The company's shack in Petah-Tiqva was set on fire. The police 
detained 22-year old Yig'al Alush from Ramat Gan, who was in charge of the 
KAKH office in the city, on suspicion of being behind these acts. 


March 9 1986 

Ya'taqov Tzarfati, an 18-year old KAKH activist, was detainec in Haifa as a 
suspect in the theft of 3,500 Christian holy books from the warehouse of the 
HaGefen store in order to burn them. 

March 9 1986 

In Jerusalem cars of Arabs were damaged and their tires were cut. KAKH 
leaflets were affixed to the windows of five cars. Police investigators 
believed that KAKH members were behind this act. 

March 18 1986 


KAKH activists hurled eggs at Knesset member Aloni when she came for an 
evening of interviews at Beyt Agron in Jerusalem. They attached themselves to 








her, threatened and cursed her, and then disturbed her speech. At the end of 
the evening of interviews it turned out that the tires of her car were cut. 


March 25 1986 


Three residents of Qiryat Arb'a, KAKH members, broke into the Cave of Makhpela 
on Purim eve. A fight broke out with the soldiers stationed there, during 
which one of Kahane's people pulled out a knife. The three were transferred 
to the Hebron police and were accused of attacking IDF soldiers and of 
disorderly conduct in a public place. 


March 30 1986 


KAKH members disturbed Hanan Erez, a MAPAM member, during a program of 
interviews in Petah-Tiqva. Eli Partosh, head of the KAKH branch in the city, 
who was also responsible for the hurling of eggs at Shulamit Aloni, was 
brought to a quick trial and was given a suspended prison sentence. 


May 22 1986 


In the city of Netivot unknown persons distributed thousands of leaflets 
containing the names and telephone numbers of two women residing in the city, 
who entertained Arabs at their homes. Police investigators believed that KAKH 
members were involved in this matter. 


May 28 1986 


The door of the house of Muhammad Haj-Yahya, a resident of the French Hill, 
was set on fire early in the morning. He had been receiving threatening 
letters signed by KAKH for 2 weeks. "My relations with the neighbors are 
excellent," he says. 


June 16 1986 


The RATZ branch in Jerusalem was set on fire and damaged was done to it. KAKH 
slogans were painted. KAKH slogans were also smeared in the MAPAM branch in 
Jerusalem. 


June 22 1986 


The editorial office of 'AL HAMISHMAR in Haifa was set on fire. Two KAKH 
members were caught in the act. One of them also confessed to setting the bus 
station in the city on fire and to painting KAKH slogans on the building where 
"AL HAMISHMAR offices were located. The fire caused light damage. 


11439 
CSO: 4423/118 


65 








JORDAN 


FRG INDUSTRIAL, CONSUMER, FOOD EXPORTS INCREASE 


Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG/BLICK DURCH DIE WIRTSCHAFT in German 
2 Jul 86 p 2 


[Text] In 1985 the FRG was able to increese its exports to Jordan to DM584 
million, an 11 percent increase over the previous year, when the figure was 
DM526 million. Exports for 1983 amounted to DM576 million. The main goods 
supplied by the FRG are automobiles, industrial equipment, machine tools, 
foodstuffs and an array of consumer goods. In contrast, Jordan's exports to 
_ the FRG in 1985 amounted to only DM50.5 million. Jordan could increase above 
all its exports of fruit and vegetables that are harvested at other seasons 
than in Germany. Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airline, recently ordered 12 
passenger planes from Airbus, an EC consortium for a total of $558 million. 
The German share of this order, which is to be completed over the next five 
years, amounts to $210 million. 


Jordan is an important recipient of German development aid. The FRG government 
again recently provided a DM35 million loan as part of financial cooperation 
between the two countries. In addition, German technical assistance amounting 
to DM15 million has been agreed to. Previously, loans amounting to DM/0 
million were pledged for the two year period 1984/85. Technical assistance for 
1984 and 1985 was set at $13 million each. This assistance will be applied 
primarily to agricultural projects. The loans are earmarked mainly for the 
development of water supplies in North Jordan, the integrated rural development 
progrim Zerqa, a Jordan development bank (ACC) and the expansion of the X-ray 
departnent at the King Hussein Medical Center. The federally-owned Deutsche 
Gesellschaft fuer Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) Gmbh [German Corporation for 
Technical Assistance], Eschborn, is providing support to the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) with respect to the implementation of irrigation systems in the 
Jordan Valley. A central maintenance shop and several service stations were 
set up in order to maintain the vehicles that are used. 


One of the German companies that has recently landed a sizeable contract in 
Jordan is Brown, Boveri & Cie, AG (BBC), Mannheim. It has been commissioned to 
supply one each of a long-wave and medium-wave transmitting facility as well as 
several short-wave facilities for the radio station Qasr Kheranae, which is to 
be built about 50 kilometers east of Amman and is projected to start operating 
in August 1988. The contract amounts to DM28 million. The transmitters, 
together with all other required facilities, as well as the diesel gathering 
station, making a total value of DM/2 million, will also be supplied by the 
Swiss parent company, BBC AG, Baden. 








Krone GmbH, Berlin, received a contract from the Jordanian postal service to 
supply 100,000 pushbutton telephone sets. The Erno Raumfahrttechnik [Erno 
Space Engineering Company], Bremen, received a contract for $1.1 million to 
design and supply an automatic irrigation monitoring system for the Jordan 
Valley Authority. Jordan is also an important market for the Krupp MaK 
Maschinenbau [Mechanical Engineering] GmbH, Kiel, which produces diesel 
generators. The same holds true for the leading pump manufacturer, Klein, 
Schanzlin & Becker AG (KSB), Frankenthal (Rhineland). 


The large construction firm Ed. Zueblin AG, Stuttgart, received a contract for 
approximately DM25 million to build a dock for oil tankers in the port city of 
Aqaba. The contract included the construction of a landing head with access 
and supply bridges as well as mooring and anchor dolphins for one storage 
tanker (480,000 ton capacity) and for transport tankers (up to 200,000 dtw), 
which hook up with the storage tanks in which crude oil and crude oil products 
from Iraq are stored. This is the sixth contract that the Ed. Zueblin AG has 
received for Aqaba since 1957. The PHB Weserhuette AG (PWH), Cologne, supplied 
the transshipping equipment for the potassium loading facility at the port in 
Aqaba. It was also contracted to supply a ship loader with a capacity of 1000 
tons per hour for expanding the loading capacity of the phosphate quay. 


German engineering consulting companies have likewise recently become active in 
Jordan. The Port and Transport Consulting Bremen GmbH, Bremen, has been 
contracted in the port city of Aqaba to serve as a consultant for 
communications systems, to train personnel for the phosphate loading facility, 
and to prepare a plan for preventing oil pollution. The Kloeckner Industrie- 
Anlagen [Kloeckner Industrial Systems] GmbH, Duisburg, has been commissioned as 
a consortium partner to prepare a feasibility study for exploiting oil-shale 
deposits. It has also been commissioned to carry out a brief study on 
renovating a sheetglass works. The Institut fuer Projektplanung [Institute for 
Project Planning] GmbH (IP), Stuttgart, has been contracted to prepare a report 
regarding ways to promote small industry. The Hendrikson Associierte 
Consultants GmbH (HAC), Eschborn, provided technical assistance to the Cities 
and Villages Department Bank and has dispatched planning consultants. 


The GOPA-Gesellschaft fuer Organisation, Planung and Ausbildung mbH 
[Corporation for Organization, Planning and Training], Bad Homburg vor der 
Hoehe, received a contract regarding energy planning. [It has been hired as a 
consultant for food production facilities and warehousing facilities. The 
Gesellschaft fuer Forschung und Entwicklungsprojektierung GmbH [Corporation for 
Research and Development Projects], Aachen, was commissioned to carry out a 
market study for agricultural products, and the AHT Agrar- und Hydrotechnik 
(sic) GmbH [Agricultural and Hydro-engineering Corporation], Essen, has been 
contracted as a consultant in the agricultural development of the Wadi Dhuleil. 
In addition, the AEW Plan GmbH for Waste, Energy, Water, Cologne, received a 
subcontract as consultant for the canalization and waste treatment plants in 
the Greater Irbid area. 
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KUWAIT 


AID TO DEVELOPING NATIONS EXAMINED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 21 Jul 86 p 3 
[Article: "$2 Million for Kuwaiti-Soviet Business Transactions" ] 


[Text] The Arab Gulf program in support of UN development agencies, listing 
the achievements of the last year (October 1984 to September 1985), has been 
completed. The program is the work of the seven Arab Gulf countries: Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, and Iraq. 


Kuwait has received a copy of the report drawn up by the program, the board 
of directors of which meets no less than three times a year to approve finan- 
cial subsidies for approved projects proposed by the UN agencies endorsed by 
the program, namely: 


UNICEF, UNESCO, UNDP, the United Nations Population Fund, United Nations En- 
vironment Program, United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refu- 
gees, United Nations University, International Fund for Agricultural Develop- 
ment, WHO, FAO, ILO, United Nations Program for the Handicapped, the High 
Commission for Refugees, and the United Nations Disaster Relief Program. 


The report emphasized that the program has made impressive strides towards 
achieving its humanitarian and development goals throughout the developing 
world. It has supported 41 development projects over the period covered by 
the report, bringing the total number of program-supported projects, from the 
time the program was established in April 1981 to September 1985, to 181 de- 
velopment and humanitarian programs executed by the United Nations and its 
specialized agencies, benefiting over 200 million inhabitants of more than 92 
developing countries. 


The chairman of the program, H.H. Prince Talal Bin 'Abd-al-'Aziz, declared 
that the program, inspired by its conviction of its development mission, is 
establishing two new departments, one of which will be concerned with collect- 
ing contributions and one of which will look after maternal and child welfare, 
to guarantee minimum level of experience and support for the peoples of the 
developing states from their Arab kin in the Gulf States who have spared no 
effort to provide assistance and support. The idea of establishing a program 
to finance development and humanitarian projects in the Third World through 
the medium of United Nations agencies had been decided by the kings, heads of 
state, and princes of the Arab Gulf countries upon a proposal by Prince Talal 
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» Which include: 


- Instilling a deep concern for the importance of the human element in Socio- 
economic development. 





13291/12859 
CSO: 4404/424 








KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH USSR--The total volume of trade between the USSR and 
the Arab countries in the first quarter of this year amounted to about 900 mil- 
lion roubles or nearly U.S. $1.2 billion. According to information released by 
the Soviet Ministry of External Trade and carried by TASS news agency, Libya 
heads the list of Arab countries exporting to the USSR, about 227.7 million 
roubles worth, equivalent to some $220 million. The volume of trade with other 
Arab countries was, in the case of Saudi Arabia, 3.9 million roubles, oF about 
$5.57 million; Kuwait 1.4 million roubles, or about $2 million; and Syria 134.4 
million roubles, oF about $191 miliion. TASS further pointed out that the con- 
struction of metallurgical industries headed the various fields of economic co- 
operation between the USSR and the Arab states. [Text ] [Kuwait AL-QABAS in 
Arabic 19 Jul 86 p 13] 13291/12859 


cso: 4404/424 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


POTENTIAL FOR PHALANGIST COUP--Responsible security sources expect that there 
will soon be important developments in the region. These developments could 
return the reins of power to President al-jumayyil in the region, after the 
Lebanese Forces relinquish their current responsibilities and withdraw finally 
to Jurud Jubayl. These sources speak about a kind of new shakeup that could 
return political and military authority to the political office of the 
Phalangist Party and to the regular forces belonging to it. At the moment, 
extremely secretive preparations for this “shakeup” are being made by 
gathering together Phalangist elements as a preliminary step towards reforming 
the regular forces and turning over to them the military barracks in al- 
Ashrafiyah, ‘Ayn al-Rummanah, and the two Matn's, north and south. Also, 
contact is being made with the Phalangist elements who had been in the ranks 
of the Lebanese forces in the days of Ili Hubayqah, in order to bring them 
into these forces and retrain them militarily and in respect to the party so 
as to turn them into forces that would take directives and orders directly 
from the Phalangist Party. AL-KIFAH AL~"ARABI has learned that Dr Fu'ad Abu 
Nadir is the one who is carrying out this task in cooperation with Mr Yusi 
Ashqar and a number of other party leaders who had been removed by the shakeup 
of last 15 January. And it seems that Dr Samir Ja'ja' has come to feel that 
there is a coup secretly in the making, and therefore he has moved all heavy 
artillery and tanks to al-Qatarah region in Jurud Jubayl so as to avoid any 
friction between his forces and those involved in the shakeup that might lead 
to bloodshed. Dr Ja'ja' did not leave anything except some medium and light 
artillery in the eastern region, in addition to some artillery posts. [Text] 
[AL-KIFAH AL-'ARABI in Arabic 23 Jun 86 p 8] 12547/9312 


CSO: 4404/438 
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SYRIA 


REASONS SOUGHT FOR DOMESTIC PROBLEMS, CRISES 


Agricultural Meetings 
Damascus AL~BA'TH in Arabic 2 Jul 86 p 4 


[Article: "Ongoing Meetings In the Provinces To Follow Up tne Agricultural 
Situation" ] 


[Text] A plenary agricultural meeting was held had the Dar'a cultural center 
to discuss all facets of the plant and animal agricultural situation, along 
with ways to guarantee the development of preductive agricultural work through 
the activities of the province's agricultural guidance units. Emphasis was 
also given to the need to provide everything required for agricultural work 
and all agricultural and veterinary medicines, so as to bolster production 
according to the plans drawn up by agricultural engineers. 


The SANA correspondent in Dar'a reports that because some farmers have sur- 
passed the agricultural plan, especially with this season's spring potato 
crop, the price of potatos has dropped due to a huge surplus of more than 
17,000 tons, most of which cannot be disposed of right now. The problem is 
due to the fact that.some farmers do not comprehend the importance or the 
benefits of the agricultural plan when it comes to production and crop diver- 
sification, or how domestic market prices are affected by supply and demand. 


There was a meeting in al-Suwayda’ yesterday, during which the agricultural 
production plan for the 1985-86 winter and summer seasons and the preparatory 
arrangements for the coming winter season were discussed. 


The agriculture and agrarian reform director there gave a presentation on the 
work situation in the directorate and its departments, administrations and 
units, what percentage of the agricultural production plan has been implement- 
ed, and the seasonal difficulties resulting from sparse rainfall and a drop 

in the water levels in water sources and storage dams. 


In Hims the executive bureau of the Hims farmers’ federation met to study the 
directives for preparing a production plan for the coming 1986-87 season. 








It was decided to meet again on 10 July in order to draw up this plan, in 
cooperation with the agricultural directorate and the agricultural agencies. 


It was also decided that the boards of the farmers’ associations and cooper-: 
atives would meet for this same purpose. the federation formed the farmers' 
committees needed to begin preparing a proposed new plan. 


The bureau also studied the organizational, agricultural and animal production 
situation and the development plans aimed at increasing production. 


Furthermore, acting on the decisions of the ministerial committee which visit- 
ed Hims in early April to look into the water situation in the al-‘Asi River 
and Lake Qatinah and the distribution of water rations between Hims and Hamah, 
the technical committee formed for this purpose visited the al-Qusayr area 

and called several meetings to study the water situation in the sources of 

the al-'Asi River and how much water is used to irrigate farm crops in the 
villages of that area. Then the committee members made an inspection tour 

of the river, the branch outlets from it, and the cultivated acreage in the 
villages near the river. Then they visited the village of Kafr-'Abd, located 
on Lake Qatinah, to examine the situation at the lake and the acreage irri- 
gated by water from wells near the lake. It was decided that the technical 
committee should follow up the water situation in order to protect the waters 
of the al-'Asi River from illegal encroachment. 


Our correspondent in al-Raqqah informs us that the branches of the State Vege- 
table and Fruit Company are marketing the summer fruits (apricots, pears and 
peaches) produced by the farms on the State Organization for Euphrates Valley 
Investment's pilot project. So far, about 1,000 tons of these fruits have 
been picked, and the surplus left over after meeting the province's consump- 
tion requirements, about 40 tons so far, has been sent to other parts of the 
country. As for vegetables, the branches are still marketing tomatos, to the 
amount of 80 tons so far. Preliminary indications show a surplus of this 
item, which the branches will sell to the cannery in al-Hasakah. 


In al-Raqqah, the grains branches have received about 162,000 tons of barley 
so far, in addition to more than 42,000 tons of wheat. 


The province's director of agriculture and agrarian reform said that this 
year the province will produce about 175,000 tons of barley, while achieving 
its planned wheat production of about 125,000 tons. 


In Tartus, 11,114 tons of vegetables have been sold through the vegetable and 


fruit company so far, including 3,950 tons of juice tomatos for the country's 
canneries. 
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Al-Hasakah's Water Problems 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 3 Jul 86 p 5 


[Article by ‘Adil Hadidi: “The Reasons For the Water Crisis Still Exist 
Because There Are No Successful Solutions”™] 


[Text] The engineers' union branch in al-hasakah held a public seminar about 
the drinking water situation in al-Hasakah, an important topic of concern to 
the people of the city and the surrounding villages along the Khabur River, 
since there has been a lot of talk about the purity or pollution of the drink- 
ing water. During this seminar, Director Ceneral of the State Water Organ- 
ization for al-Hasakah Engr Faysal al-Musallit presented a detailed study 
entitled “Drinking Water and Its Importance To Community Development,” in 
which he discussed the historical importance of water in the growth of popu- 
lation groupings and its contribution to mankind's public health. Engr al- 
Musallit, citing international statistics, pointed out that approximately 
30,000 persons die of thirst every day, or about 10 million each year, be- 
cause of the scarcity of water or the use of polluted water, and that 80 per- 
cent of all diseases result from the lack of pure tiater and sanitation. 


Doubling Per Capita Water Consumption 


The al-Hasakah water purification plant has a daily capacity of 5,000 cubic 
meters, which can be raised to 9,000 cubic meters of lesser-quality water in 
order to meet the subscribers’ summer needs. Only 30,255 water receive water 
from this plant. Yearly production amounts to 1.8 million cubic meters, and 
consumption amounts to 1 million cubic meters, or an average of 90 liters per 
day. Ever since the water organization was separated from the municipality, 
it has tried to increase the citizens’ per capita consumption from 90 liters 
to 200 liters daily, in order to match the current world rate of consumption 
of 210 liters a day as of 1985. It has also worked to increse the purifica- 
tion plant's capacity from 5,000 cubic meters a day in 1978 to 25,000 cubic 
meters a day in 1980 to 45,000 cubic meters a day as of the end of 1985. One 
of the water organization's most important jobs is to bring pure water, after 
purifying and sterilizing it in settlement and purification basins, to all 
citizens without any interruptions, in spite of the many breaks in the water 
network which result either from old parts or from breakages caused by other 
companies’ or departments’ machines working in the streets of the city and 
its suburbs. In spite of the scarcity of necessary equipment and the unavail- 
ability of some materials such as water pipes, the production of pure water 
increased to 7 million cubic meters in 1985, and to 7.5 million cubic meters 
in 1986. Potable water has been brought to 100 percent of the total popula- 
tion, which amounts to 15,300 subscribers. 


The Drinking Water Situation in al-Hasakah City 


In his lecture, Engr Faysal al-Musallit added that the single main source of 
water for al-Hasakah is the Khabur River. These waters are quite polluted, 
since they receive the sewage drainage from the city of Ra's al-‘ayn, the 

town of Tall Tamr, the area west of al-Hasakah City, and the al-Nashwah Quart- 
er, in addition to the torrents which swell the river in times of flood. 

these floods sweep along mud and refuse from the farms, which contain nitro- 
gen and phosphate compounds and agricultural insecticides, the major organic 


74 








pollutants. In addition, there has been a great increase in the number of 
bacteria which use these substances as a fermenting agent. On the average, 
the human being needs an estimated 100 to 250 liters of water a day. Each 
liter measure of this water is known to contain 2 to 3 parts per million of 
microscopic organisms, which illustrates the scope of this problem. Man is 
considered the primary cause of pollution, since people have built and are 
still building snack bars, homes, restaurants, and parks around or near the 
water sources or collection points. They find that the easiest way to get 

rid of rubbish is to throw it in the water, without considering the harm that 
results from such pollution, as well as the drop in the oxygen ratio, which 
leads to the death of fish life and to the increase in anaerobic reactions 
which cause bad odors in the form of gases such as sulphur dioxide and methane. 
Furthermore, the river is exposed to discarded diesel fuels, which reduces its 
purity. Such is the case all along the river, the waters of which must be 
treated with many chemicals in order to purify them. The organization has 
decided to construct a primary settlement basin for natural settlement, in 
addition to building other basins under the sixth 5-year plan, so as to meet 
the city's pure water needs, particularly during flood season. 


The Khabur River Pollution Problem and the Search For Alternate Sources Of 
Drinking Water 


In his lecture, the director general of the water organization explained that 
because the Khabur River is considered the sole, main source of water for 
al-Hasakah, and because its waters require additional sterilization because 
of human, animal and plant refuse, the organization has begun looking for an 
alternative source besides the Khabur. One alternative under consideration 
is bringing in water from the Western al-Hasakah Dam at al-Hammah, which the 
Eastern Province Directorate has begun building, so as to reclaim land. 
According to this plan, an pipeline for untreated water would be built from 
the dam's lake directly to the purification plant; the line would work by 
gravity, since there is a 40 meter difference in elevation between the lake 
and the purification plants. This would benefit the organization in several 
ways: 


1. The sewer drainage problem, particularly in the western areas and al- 
Nashwah Quarter, would be eliminated. 


2. The electricity now consumed by the untreated water pumping plant would 
be saved. 


3. Silting, particularly during the winter and spring, would be eliminated. 

4. The large quantities of chemicals now used to purify water would be saved. 

Wasteful Water Consumption and Proposals For Limiting It 

In his talk, the director general discussed in detail the water wastage result- 
ing from the great horizontal growth of al-Hasakah City and the growing number 
of private residential gardens, which are watered with drinking water because 


there is no other source of water. Another factor is new building construc- 
tion, since drinking water is used in various construction operations. Also, 
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the cement block and carbonated water plants, the city's car washes, the 
tanker trucks which carry water to parched villages, the water consumed by 
government offices, companies and plants, and so forth, all consume water, 
to the amount of 3,234,672 cubic meters in 1985. In addition to this are 
the residential uses of water, totalling 3,265,328 cubic meters that same 
year. On this basis, Engr al-Musallit proposes the following: 


1. Eliminating the Khabur River water pollution problem by extending an 
untreated water line from the Western al-Hasakah Dam lake; and 


2. Finding other sources of water for watering gardens and meeting the needs 
of factories and companies, by laying untreated water lines or drilling under- 
ground wells to meet these needs. 


We Also Have Something To Say 


The lecture given by the al-Hasakah water director no doubt sheds clear light 
on the drinking water situation in al-Hasakah City, but the solutions pro- 
posed by the director astonish me. Does al-Hasakah really lack water? Is 
there no such river called the Khabur? 


The province in general, and the city in particular, is considered one of the 
areas richest in ground water. The consumption figures quoted by the director 
may be considered very large, not to say fabulous, since it is impossible for 
ome person to consume 210 liters of water a day. Consumption could be cut 
approxim-tely in half it the water network now serving the city were not so 
old and if some of the pipes didn't leak. In addition, the direct pumping 
system now in use means that during the hottest months of the summer water 
does not reach the upper floors of many buildings. Last summer some parts of 
the city had a real problem getting water to the top floors. At that time, 
TISHRIN published an investigation into that crisis, as a result of which a 
committee was formed to find out what caused the crisis. The main reason was 
that there are no water towers in various parts of the city and its suburbs; 
at least six such water towers throughout the city are needed. For this rea- 
son, we stress once again that increased consumption, which can be considered 
wasteful, will never be solved as long as direct pumping continues. No steps 
have been taken concerning the water towers, and the city is still supplied by 
the Haram water tower, which is more than 25 years old. We are not optimistic 
that a water crisis similar to last year's will not break out. 


Supply Minister Interviewed 
Damascus AL~BA'TH in Arabic 3 Jul 86 p 6 


[Interview with Minister of Supply Muhammad Riyad al-Hajj Khalil, by Ahmad 
al-Wadi: What Happened At the al-'Umran Organization Is a Point Of Constant 
Concern;" place and date not specified] 


[Text] Many things are happening to the citizens in various parts of our 
country this year, such as the shortage of rationed coffee allocated for indi- 
vidual monthly consumption, the meat crisis, which let up once quantities 

were increased and prices raised, and other stories about the al-'Umran Organ- 
ization and the government's bold sten in accounting for and dealing with the 
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‘Umran issue is an everyday phenomenon and manner of conduct which must be 
made an example of in order to eliminate mistakes, wherever they may be and 
whatever the solution. 


The supply process is not being controlled as it should be, or according to 
plan, and there have been several suggestions for determining who deserves a 
supply card and who doesn't. We brought up all these matters before Minister 
vf Supply and Domestic Trade Muhammad Riyad al-Hajj Khalil, with whom we con- 
ducted an open interview to discuss these issues and put our finger on the 
problem, so as to inform the citizens what happened. We are publishing this 
interview in order to differentiate between what is true and what is merely 
untrue, baseless rumor. 





[Question] As everyone knows, coffee is a basic, indispensable item. A while 
ago you rationed coffee and raised its free sales price. What were the reasons 
behind such measures? 


[Answer] Syria is the only country, socialist or capitalist, which has placed 
coffee on its list of staples. No other country besides ours says that coffee 
is a staple. 


Coffee is an everyday yet luxury item which might be debatable to a certain 
extent, since it cannot be considered a food item for children, old people, 
or the very young. It is, as I said, a half-way item. 


Nevertheless, according to the country and the political leadership, coffee 
has been included among the basic foodstuffs. In the past we held its price 
firm, but world coffee prices have risen as a result of the disasterous coffee 
season in Brazil. the price of a ton of coffee has risen from less than 
US$2,000 to $4,700. This means that at the source, the price of one kilogram 
of coffee has risen to more than $4.50, or 90 Syrian pounds. Naturally, we 
tried to keep coffee prices where they were for a long time, by increasing 

the amount offered for sale and the number of agents and by opening additional 
retail outlets and specialized shops. But the demand has become even greater, 
because those who want to buy coffee are not actually consumers, but people 
who want to buy a kilogram of coffee for 40 pounds in order to sell it in 
neighboring countries only a few kilometers away for 180 pounds, thus making 
huge profits. Therefore, coffee must be rationed. This is the only solution. 


The important thing which every citizen must realize is that right now coffee 
costs us more than any other food item in the country. It costs more than 
animal cooking fat, more than rice, more than olive and vegetable oil. In 
order to provide 50 grams of this item for each person, we spend $4 million a 
month, which means about $50 million, or 1 billion po nds, each year. With 
our difficult ecoomic circumstances, I don't see how we could possibly double 
this $4 million to $8 million. 


With this $4 million, we could provide raw materials for four industrial 
plants, from which we would get goods and products. 


I am not calling for dispensing with coffee, but we must realize how much 
this item, which is not as essential as milk for children, costs. 
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[Question] We have heard many rumors spread by citizens to the effect that 
prices for principal food items will be raised. Is this true? Do the rumors 
have any basis in fact? 


[Answer] We are not thinking of raising food prices, and it has not occurred 
to us to discuss it, because we have been instructed to set fixed prices. 

No thought is being given to raising sugar, tea or cooking fat prices. What 
we mean, and I will say it again, is that there is no room for raising the 
prices of these basic food items for the immediate or distant future, at least 
as far as I know. 


[Question] Persons with limited and high incomes alike, and the rich, are 
benefitting from supply cards, while the state bears the price differeriials 
for the items rationed by these cards. Why isn't the process of issuing cards 
reviewed, so that only those who deserve them, and for whose sake the state 
bears the price differentials, receive them? 


[Answer] This is a splendid topic worth discussing. We should listen to 
opinions about it. We, as officials, must point out that the rationing of 
goods is a political decision, and that the leadership has ordered the contin- 
uation of rationing subsidies. So far there is no standard available to us 

by which we could determine which persons of limited income deserve cards. 


Who are these limited income persons? Are they state employees only? Aren't 
there, in our far-reaching rural areas, persons whose income is just as limited 
as the income of state employees? I am convinced that they do exist. There- 
fore, I nave no standard by which I can determine who ought to be issued a 
supply card and who does not deserve one. 


Certainly, however, only the deserving should benefit from rationing and from 
the price differentials or deficits borne by the state. 


This matter is open to discussion, and it has been raised in your newspaper. 
naturally, there cannot be any balance in selling a kilogram of bread, which 
we fully subsidize. We sell bread flour for 30 piasters per kilogram, while 
we buy wheat from the farmers for 175 piasters per kilogram. 


I believe that this is a thorny issue which needs to be discussed. When we 
find suitable standards for identifying the truly deserving, we will see to 
it that the people are treated fairly, either by providing these items or by 
stopping these differentials. 


I imagine that the leadership will discuss the matter and give us their views 
on it. 


[Question] No one can deny that we have passed through a difficult crisis 
during the past few weeks because of the lack of meat. We have seen huge 
crowds around our bu‘«her shops and sales outlets. The crisis seems to have 
let up now. What were the reasons behind all of this? 


[Answer] The meat crisis was due to several factors. First of all, the price 
balance between Damascus City and the other provinces was upset. Second, 
people from the provinces near Damascus, particularly employees, were buying 
their meat in Damascus. Third, we deliver fat sheep to the butcher shops. 
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We were really surprised that a meat crisis should have developed from these 
factors, particularly the third one, since ordinarily we deliver fat sheep 

to the butcher shops, each carcass weighing about 40 kilograms. However, 

when we began slaughtering this season's lambs, the carcasses were weighing 
about 20 kilograms. Therefore, there was a drop in the amoung being delivered 
to the butcher shops, since each shop gets only one carcass. We were forced 
to rectify the situation by issuing the following directives: 


1. Each butcher shop in Damascus which was receiving only one carcass should 
receive two carcasses. 


2. Each butcher shop should get a total weight of 40 kilograms. 


3. The amount of meat available at our meat centers should be increased from 
12 to 32 tons each day. We also commissioned the retail company to take 10 
tons and set up a shop to debone and griad meat for sale through its outlets. 


In spite of these measures, the long lines at the butcher shops continued be- 
cause of the terrible, unjustified price imbalance, which was not in the citi- 
zens‘ interests. As an official, I say that the citizens were not getting 
meat at 23 or even 27 pounds per kilogram; the butchers were the ones bene- 
fitting from the process, since tiiey were buying meat at 23 pounds per kilo- 
grm, with the state losing 500 pounds on each carcass. The butcher shops were 
making a profit of 500 pounds, while the citizens were paying 60 pounds for 

a single kilogram. 


This matter was studied by the executive bureau of the Damascus City local ad- 
ministration, and we discussed it with our colleagues in the party branches 
and with the executive bureau. It was decided to adjust prices, a step which 
was put off until right after 'Id al-Fitr, at which time the new prices were 
put into effect. 


The situation returned to normal the very same day we balanced the prices. 
The people went back to their butcher shops and the citizens no longer trans- 
ported meat from Damascus to Dar'a, al-Suwayda', and elsewhere, because the 
prices were right and more meat was available. If this indicates anything, 
it shows that the most remote reasons must be sought, and that any imbalance 
in the process will have direct and indirect results. 


We have now concluded a new contract for providing larger amounts of meat, 
and I believe that the crisis is completely over. 


It makes no sense for the price in Damascus to differ from prices in the 
other provinces. There should be a single, all-inclusive price subject to 
control. 


[Question] What happened at the al-'Umran Organization showed the people 
that accountability exists and compensation can be found. Could you give us 
a quick idea of what happened? 


[Answer] Naturally, I speak of the al-'Umran matter not as an incident but 
as a phenomenon, as something you might come across today or tomorrow. 





The important thing about this phenomenon is that we must esist shortcomings, 
mistakes and imperfections. The official must be held accountable whenever 
he is entrusted with a certain job in a certain place, and the worker must 
have a good opinion of the officials who appointed hin. 


In short, the al-'Umran affair began as follows. We have absolutely no 
intention of pointing the finger of suspicion at the organization or at any 
senior official there. The matter began normally. It was referred to me by 
the director of the al-‘Umran branch in Duma, who said that some lower-echelon 
personnel in the centers and warehouses were making irregular and unusual of- 
fers, for the purpose of committing some errors and misdeeds. I told him to 
follow up and investigate the matter and to contact me. 


He actuaily did pursue and investigate the matter. I was quite surprised to 
find him a truly honest man, in spite of the huge inducements which he brought 
in and laid on the table before me--a huge sum of money which had been offered 
to him. He is an upright man who believes in his country und his party, and 
who was highly respected by all concerned, particularly the president, who 
honored him by giving him a house and appointing him director general of the 
organization. 


Of course, the audit we began on the al-‘Umran Organization involved a consid- 
erable number of employees. I believe that such people can be found in any 
organization wherever shortcomings exist. We shall not permit them to con- 
tinue as long as we know that there are wrongdoings. 


8559 
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SYRIA 


MARKETING OF WHEAT, BARLEY CONTINUES 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 23 Jun 86 p 5 


[Article: “180,092 Tons of Wheat and 40,856 Tons of Barley Distributed in 
al-Hasakah” ] 


[Text] The operations of harvesting and marketing grain are still going on in 
al-Hasakah Province, where the marketed quantity of wheat has reached 180,092 
tons, of which 40,856 tons are cooperative, and the quantity of barley has 
reached 16,958 tons, of which 22,661 tons are cooperative. 


On another subject, Comrade Shibli Nasr, member of the executive office of the 
General Union of Farmers, made a field trip to the grain-purchasing centers in 
Tall ‘Alu, al-Ya'rabiyah, and Tall Barak, accompanied by the comrades the 
president of the farmers' union of the province and the head of the marketing 
office in the province's union. 


During the trip he acquainted himself with the course of marketing operations 
and the extent to which marketing requirements are available. 


In Aleppo, purchases by the Aleppo branch of the Public Establishment for 
Trade and Manufacture of Grain have so far been 47,000 tons of barley and 
3,400 tons of wheat. ’ 


Engineer Fawzi Mustafa, director of the branch establishment, stated yesterday 
that grain-purchasing operaticns are still continuing according to the estab- 
lished plan. He added that so far the branch had sold about 1.5 million sacks 
to our brothers the producers at a cost of 5 Syrian pounds per sack, in 
accordance with an agreement by which 80 percent of the sacks received by the 
grain establishment branch are turned over. 


The director confirmed that the branch establishment tiad opened five permanent 
centers in Aleppo. They are: the Asbahan center for buying and storing 
wheat; the Jibrin center for buying barley; the Tishrin center for buying 
lentils; the Umayyah center for buying chickpeas; and the al-Sawami' center 
for buying barley and beaten wheat. In addition, there are 10 seasonal cen- 
ters in the province's districts. 
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It should be mentioned that the current plan of the public establishment's 
branch includes the buying of 125,000 tons of wheat, 200,000 tons of barley, 
' 15,000 tons of lentils, and 1,000 tons of chickpeas. 


The Ba'th office in Aleppo announced that the Directorate of Statistics here 
has completed the third and final stage of research on crop samples of the 
wheat crop in selected fields for this year's growing season. The purpose of 
the research is to find out the average wheat production at the provincial 
level. During the next 2 days the results will be sent to the central office 
for statistics to be combined at the nationwide level. 


In al-Qamashli, the state farm installation in al-Makikiyah cultivated the 
entire area that the production plan had determined should be planted; that 
was announced yesterday by the engineer director of the aforementioned instal- 
lation. 


He added: “The total area planted to summer crops this season was more than 
50,000 dunums. Of those, 11,500 dunums were planted to high-yield Mexicaa 
wheat, and the remaining area was planted to chickpeas, millet, lentils, and 
fodder vetch, all of which gave high returns.” 


In Hims, the farmers’ union there began its planned field trip to farmers' and 
cooperative unions and associations in order to acquaint itself with the way 
farmers are organized, and with the work and fundamental plans of the organi- 
zations aimed at implementing the working plan, especially those which are 
concerned with this year's agricultural productivity, both plant and animal, 
and investment projects. 


In Damascus, the extension office in the Directorate of Agricultural Reform 
held a field day yesterday on the planting and harvesting of Mexican wheat in 
the town of al-Ma'damiyah in the Qatna district. 


It also held another field day yesterday on the same crop in the town of al- 
Sayfuniyah in the Duma district. 


AL~BA'TH's correspondent in the countryside around Damascus reported that 
within the plan to plant fruit and forest trees formulated by the Directorate 
of Agriculture and Agricultural Reform in the province of the Damascus coun- 
tryside, an area estimated at 50,000 dunums has been added and reclaimed by 
the directorate'’s heavy machinery, and it has been planted to various types of 
forest and fruit trees to provide a beautiful plant cover in various districts 
of the province. Moreover, farmers' lands are now being reclaimed with the 
intention of planting them to fruit trees in the locations of the green belt 
and tree-planting projects in the first and second stabilization districts. 


The protection department in the directorate is now carrying out spraying 
operations and combatting insect pests on almond and apple trees that have 
been affected by powdery mildew, mites, budworms, clinging moths, and green 
aphids. During this year, such operations have been carried out on about 5.5 
million fruit trees under the supervision of agricultural engineers and super- 
visors working in the extension units throughout most of the province's dis- 
tricts. Insects on summer vegetables were also combatted over an area of 
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3,576 dunums, and the field mouse was combatted in the Dariya and Harran al- 
"Awamid districts over an area of 4,569 dunums. 


AL-BA'TH's correspondent in Hims called in: 


Comrade Muhammad Yahya Darwish, head of the farmers’ union in al-Rastan, 
stated that the crop situation for the current season was without exception 
good, and that a center for marketing grains in the town of Talbisah had been 
created, beginning operations as of the middle of this month. He said that 
approach by farmers to turn in their crops was good and was done according to 
the prices set by the Higher Agricultural Council, and the work of the center 
will continue until the end of the current season. Agreement has been reached 
with the branch of the public company for fruits and vegetables on the mar- 
keting 2,000 tons of peaches according to the directives of the farmers' 
branch office ad the executive office of the farmers’ union. The branch has 
been carrying out marketing operations as of the middle of this month at a 
rate of 20-40 tons per day, depending on need. He added that the amounts that 
the branch has contracted with the farmers’ associations to market are very 
small when compared to production, which this season is estimated at 15,000 
tons, or an increase of 50n percent over the district's production of last 
year. This has hurt the crop because of ripening and a delay in harvesting, 
and our comrade the head of the union attributed this to contracting for only 
the aforementioned amount. When the farmers sell the peaches directly in the 
markets and transport them to the provinces, that could impose an extra burden 
on then. 


AL'BA'TH's corresponde it in Tartus called in: 


This year the Tartus farmers’ union inaugurated 9 courses for wiping out 
illiteracy, in which 121 male and female students enrolled. The farmers union 
also began five training courses on agricultural crops and animal production. 


On the 27th of this month a ship will arrive at the port of Tartus carrying 
3,250 tons of fish meal to be used in the manufacture of chicken feed. 

Mr Murshid Haydar, director of the branch establishment for fodder, affirmed 
that all fodder materials needed by cows were available to the branch and that 
allotments to the cows of our brothers the stockmen were delivered periodical- 
ly in a regular manner. 


He mentioned that the public establishment had given local cattle fodder 
ailocations throughout the entire year and that allocations were increased for 
cows that produced a lot of milk, which left good feelings among the stockmen. 


12547/9312 
CSO: 4404/438 





SYRIA 


LATAKIA CITRUS SUFFERS FROM LACK OF DISEASE RETARDANTS 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 10 Jul 86 p 4 
[Commentary by Samih Abu Takk] 


[Text] It is not easy for a person to watch his child dying before his very 
eyes and not have the medicine needed to save him; it is the same for any 
person watching his harvest die before his very eyes, unable to zet the medi- 
cine to save it. That is a comparison that might surprise those unfamiliar 
with it, but it is the absolute truth for the farmer who spends long years 
irrigating, cultivating, and toiling in order to make his trees productive, 
only to have the fruit spoil for lack of agricultural chemicals that would 
protect this fruit. 


Even though its cultivated area is small, Latakia Province has in past years 
turned clearly in the direction of growing citrus. It is about the only 
province producing citrus, and therefore it is the country's source of this 
material. 


This year God blessed the farmers with a good yield, but in spite of that the 
hardships that the farmers bear are greater than the yield. The reason for 
that can be found in the non-availability of the substance "super-acid" to 
combat the diseases that have begun to encroach upon the citrus trees. 


This substance has been imported into the country, but in the very limited 
amount of 14,000 liters. The province's share of that was 4,000 liters, to 
be distributed over 100,000 dunums of citrus at a modest cost. As the direc- 
tor of agriculture said, "we see that this amount cannot possibly suffice, 

and that means that there are many trees through which the disease will spread 
and whose yield will spoil." 


In this situation, and as is the case with any material in short supply or un- 
available im the market, the black market uas begun to take hold of these 
parched farmers to make sure that they can get the substance to save what they 
can of their crop. Demand for this needed substance has risen, and the price 
of a single liter has risen to 300 Syrian pounds, even though the official 
price is 67 Syrian pounds. However, there is not a sufficient amount, and the 
responsible parties in the province have begun to look for solutions. It was 
proposed that they should take what they could from the other provinces that 
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had been allotted this substance, even though they did not have any need for 
it. Therein lies more than one question: the first is why the Agricultural 
Bank purposely distributed this substance in the first place to provinces 
that did not need it, and the second is why the search for solutions began 
only after there was a need, or after the need for the substance had passed. 


We appreciate the situation from all sides, but we have said previously, and 
at the highest levels in this country, that 1985 would be the year of agri- 
culture. We said at the time that the matter had been tackled, and although 
the turning towards agriculture came late, late is better than never, However, 
in view of the tangible reality, we can say that the slogans that were pro- 
nounced in 1985 were only for that year, it seems. 


What impels us to speak is the public welfare before all else, because having 
a good, complete crop has an obvious effect on the national income first of 
all, and secondly on the individual's income. We do not believe that the 
state is making an effort in the province on behalf of its welfare and that of 
its people, and this welfare can only be achieved through good prior agri- 
cultural planning, not only in respect to agricultural medicines but also in 
respect to fertilizers, marketing, water, the establishment of well-planned 
agricultural plants, and so on. 


Latakia Province urgently needs the super-acid substance, so are we going to 
tackle this current shortage and hurry to protect the citrus crop from rotting? 
This is one of the essential items that do not bear waiting. 


12457/12859 
CSO: 4404/431 
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SYRIA 


CONSTRUCTION OF SPARE-PARTS FACTORY URGED 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 24 Jun 86 p 4 
{Commentary by Michel Khayyat] 


[Text] On the 18th of this June the minister of industry explained that the 
undertakings that succeeded in manufacturing some of the spare parts that we 
need saved our country large quantities of foreign parts. 


Such a savings is very valuable, and therefore the minister of industry 
stressed the importance of continuing with these enterprises. 


The pressing question now is: How do we make those enterprises more feasible? 
How do we place them into an integrated industrial plan, on paper and in 
reality? How do we bring them closer to our economic and social life? 


Last March the minister of industry announced during the inauguration of a 
new laboratory at the Center for Industrial Testing and Research that we were 
striving to manufacture 80 percent of our spare--parts requirement; the events 
that have multiplied since then have been important, have attracted attention, 
and have indeed been surprising. 


In Aleppo the skilled craftsman Zuhraf Marunian presented an outstanding 
product, after which it was decided to ban the importation of steel crucibles 
and lathe parts as long as the skilled craftsmen in our country could manufac- 
ture them. Then there appeared a production line for tomato paste, which is 
one of the essential lines in the canning plant, and we confirmed that it cost 
a quarter of a million dollars, while the imported one would have cost $2 mil- 
lion. He also announced our success in manufacturing refrigerators and ovens 
with local parts, and we had previously succeeded in manufacturing a bread 
production line, corn driers, and cranes. 


These events are an indication of a vital human effort which has succeeded in 
creating a healthy climate for creative initiatives which were for the most 
part choked by deadly routine which attached little importance to an indi- 
vidual's spiritual life. 


The growth of these events, by turning them into a noble reality, is charac- 
terized by perseverence; in fact, what it needs is the creation of an 











establishment that would concern itself with this question, the question of 
spare parts. This party would be in charge of coordination and of gathering 
all skills under one roof. It would take requests from all our establish- 
ments and companies, which would be turned over for engineering studies, and 
manufacturing would be done through the work of those holding mechanical 
engineering degrees in their fields. 


So will we do it?! 


This human throng that today stands behind this noble deed does indeed need 
this organization and that material support so as to be transformed into an 
inexhaustible spring. 


12547/12859 
CSO: 4404/431 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


CABINET ADDRESSES TRADE WITH PRC 
Senaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 19 Jun 86 p 1 


[Article: "Cabinet Discusses Comprehensive Report Concerning General 
Revenues of State During Fiscal Year 1985; Approval of Projected 
Commercial Agreement with PRC"] 


[Text] The cabinet convened its periodic meeting at 9 o'clock yesterday 
morning under the chairmanship of brother 'Abd al-Aziz ‘Abd al-Ghani the 
prime minister and member of the Permanent Committee. 


After reviewing the resolutions of its previous meeting, the cabinet 
discussed the items of its agenda including the comprehensive report 
submitted by the ministry of finance regarding the general revenues of the 
State during fiscal year 1985. The report included detailed analysis of 
revenues realized through the activities of revenue producing agencies as 
well as the activities of the service ministries and their branches in the 
governorates. The report included suggestions to increase the general 
revenues to attain the desired budget in the new fiscal year. 


The cabinet approved holding a special session to complete the discussions 
¢ the report, ard recorded its thanks to all the revenue-producing 
agencies and ministries that attained positive results during the past 
year by achieving and even exceeding their assigned valuations. 


The cahinet also approved, in principle, the projected trade agreement 
between our country and the People's Republic of China which aims at 
cementing the friendly ties and the development of the cooperative 
relations between the two friendly countries on the basis of equality and 
mutual benefits. 


12655/12781 
CSO: 4404/404 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PAKISTAN TIMES VIEWS SEVENTH ROUND OF GENEVA TALKS 
BK211623 Rawalpindi THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 10 Aug 86 p 4 
{Editorial: "Geneva: Still Hopeful"] 


[Text] In view of past experience nobody expected that the resumed seventh 
round of the indirect Geneva talks between Pakistan and the Kabul regime would 
yield a final solution of the Afghan crisis. A more realistic assessment was 
that the process of evolving a mutually acceptable solution to the knotty 
problem would be taken forward and new ideas on the fourth instrument of the 
proposed settlement--withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan--would be 
put forward and discussed. That, more or less, has turned out to be the case. 
It appears that negotiations again progressed at their old, slow pace, with 
both sides probing each other's position on the outlines of a possible 
ultimate solution. The absence of an agreement on a new date for resumption 
of talks could be interpreted as the sign of a deadlock. But UN mediator 
Diego Cordovez has denied this and said that although no new dates have been 
set the two sides have agreed to meet again; the date is to be determined 
later by mutal consultations conducted through Mr Cordovez. The Pakistan 
foreign minister, Sahabzada Yaqub Khan, has described the talks as "serious 
and businesslike" which, he said, had "helped to keep alive the Pakistani 
hopes for negotiated settlement based on principles." He also reiterated 
Pakistan's sincere commitment to the Geneva process and said that it would 
continue its search for a peaceful solution of the crisis consistent with the 
principles repeatedly endorsed by an overwhelming majority of the world's 
people. 


As expected, the principle issue discussed at the just concluded session was a 
timeframe for the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan. According to 
the Pakistan foreign minister, substa:tive discussions took place on the 
arrangements fer the implementation of the proposed settlement and a time- 
frame for the withdrawal of Soviet troops. In a way, both the issues are 
interrelated: the former should not pose much of a problem as soon as the 
latter is solved. There is no indication as to how close the two sides came 
to each others position on this issue, but in the words of the Pakistan 
foreiga minister they are still far apart. On the other hand, Mr Diego 
Cordovez has discussed the reports about the Kabul regime proposing a 4-year 
timeframe as mere speculation. This may be interpreted to mean that the new 
time-limit proposed by the Afghan side is shorter than that but certainly not 
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short enough to be acceptable to Pakistan. With the principle of withdrawal 
having already been conceded by the Afghan side, the best way to get round the 
problem of its modalities and timeframe would be, as Sahabzada Yaqub Khan has 
said, to establish an objective criterion. How long should it take the 
Soviets, logistically, to withdraw from Afghanistan? If logistics is made the 
basis for evolving a solution to this issue, it should not be difficult to 
reconcile the viewpoints of the two sides. An attempt can be made to tackle 
the problem from this angle at the next session. 


/9599 
CSO: 4600/491 
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AFGHANISTAN 


DAWN DISCUSSES GENEVA TALKS 
BK211659 Karachi DAWN in English 11 Aug 86 p 7 
[Editorial: "Geneva VII"] 


[Text] Not even a diehard optimist expected the resumed round of Geneva-VII 
to produce an accord on Afghanistan. Hence, its inconclusive end on Friday 
was not entirely unexpected. But it was not too unrealistic either to have 
hoped for some more tangible progress in the negotiations than hae actually 
happened. That Mr Diego Cordovez could single out nothing more positive than 
the fact that the two sides have agreed to meet again underlines the present 
delicate stage of the negotiating process. This does not make for strong 
optimism about the prospects ahead. In the first place, it betrays a certain 
lack of recognition of the need for a negotiated settlement that the two 
parties have to be reminded again and again of the importance of carrying on 
with the Geneva process, the only forum available to them so far. When the 
long debated question of format was set aside at Geneva in May, there was at 
least a momentary hope that with negotiations now focused on substantive 
issues, further progress would be possible. Regrettably this expectation has 
not materialised. With the date for the next round having been left for 
future consultations, an indefinite interregnum cannot be ruled out during 
which developments elsewhere could prove to be more decisive in the Afghan 
context. Some important events are already in the offing. The same day as 
Geneva-VII ended, Washington and Moscow announced that their representatives 
would meet in the American capital next month to discuss the Afghan issue. 
Also significant is the easing of tension between Moscow and Beijing. The two 
erstwhile socialist archrivals have moved gradually and cautiously in the 
direction of smoothing out irritants which have strained relations between 
them. The connection between Sino-Soviet ties and the Afghan problem has been 
clear from the very start. Mr Gorbachev could not have made it clearer when 
in his famous Vladivostok speech in May [as published] he announced his plans 
to withdraw six regiments from Afghanistan. In this he also spoke about the 
possibility of pulling out a "substantial proportion" of Russian troops from 
Mongolia--in some ways a more sensitive border region for China than 
Afghanistan. 





The importance of working out a negotiated settlement on Afghanistan now when 
some options--even though they are shrinking fast--are still available to 
Pakistan can hardly be overemphasised. The stakes for both sides are high. 
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They might even be expected, in their own national interest, to show greater 
flexibility than they have and make compromises. But when weighed against the 
negative implications of the continuing crisis, especially in the context of 
the tension-ridden security and geopolitical environment in Southwest Asia, 
some concessions may not be too high a price to pay. The two major issues to 
have come up for discussion at Geneva this time appear to have been that of 
monitoring and verification of the implementation of the peace package and the 
timeframe for Soviet troop withdrawal. Although at one stage during the 
course of the talks the prospects of an agreement on verification looked 
bright, even this issue has remained unresolved. As for the withdrawal 
timeframe it has been the subject of so many speculative and conflicting 
statements, including those from the highest quarters, that it would be 
prudent not to comment for present on what would be a reascnable and realistic 
time schedule for withdrawal. 


But what calls for some evaluation is the foreign minister's remark that 
logistics alone should determine the timeframe for withdrawal of Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan. None can dispute the urgent need for an early and total 
pullout of Soviet forces from Afghanistan. The Russian military intervention 
has altered the strategic balance in the region, and it has far-reaching 
implications for Pakistan's security not only on its northwest frontier but 
also in the east on its borders with India. Since a military option for 
solving the Afghan conflict is ruled out for obvious reasons, even troop 
withdrawa! will have to be a negotiated process forming as it must part of a 
wider political settlement. Logistics, military factors, and strategic 
compulsions form the sole basis of negotiations only when army commanders work 
out a military settlement. But Afghanistan has not been a conventional case 
of testing of military strength between two armies. Therefore, to isolate the 
issue of troop withdrawal and treat it primarily as a military or logistical 
problem is neither practical nor politically sound. Moreover, the negotiators 
at Geneva are diplomats and not generals. In working out a withdrawal process 
and timeframe the approach must remain a political one. Only then can a long- 
term settlement be achieved without getting indefinitely bogged down in 
technical or peripheral details of such a settlement. This has been 
recognised by the Pakistan Government before and the logic of it must be 
adhered to until a settlement has been reached. 


/9599 
CSO: 4600/491 


92 








INDIA 


POSSIBLE OUTCOME OF HARYANA GRIEVANCES DISCUSSED 
DINMAN Article 

New Delhi DINMAN in Hindi 22-28 Jun 86 pp 16-19 

[Article: “Haryana is Burning”] 


[Text] Once there was a grocer who saw a snake in his house. He ran out to 
his Jat neighbor for help. When the Jat went into the room where the snake 
was, the grocer locked him in. When asked why he did this, he explained, 
“One of them is a snake and the other is a Jat. Both of them are my enemies. 
I hope one of them dies.” 


This old folk tale has become very popular in Haryana recently because it is 
analogous to the present political situation in Haryana. The Jats in Haryana 
are facing a dilemma since Bansi Lal has become chief minister. The Jats who 
hated Bhajan Lal and his government and favor Devi Lal are ina state of 
shock. Both Bansi Lal and Devi Lal are Jats. One of them wants to secure the 
respect for the haryana people due to them, and the other is trying to push 
him out of his way. 


Veteran Jat politicians are becoming nervous about this state of affairs. 
They sympathize with Bansi Lal and respect and love Devi Lal. They believe 
that the central government created this fiasco on purpose and that Bansi Lal 
is a central government puppet. Now, one of these Jats must be sacrificed. 

If Bansi Lal succeeds in his mission, then Devi Lal will become very weak. On 
the other hand, if Devi Lal's campaign is successful, then Bansi Lal's politi- 
cal future in Haryana will be finished. The older Jats are angry at Bhajan 
Lal for creating this situation. Bhajan Lal belongs to the Bishnoi Caste, and 
keeping his political leadership in the Jat-majority Haryana has always been a 
challenge for him. His opponent, Devi Lal, has not been as much a problem to 
him as his own party lieutenant, Bansi Lal, whom Jats in Haryana still remen- 
ber for the development projects he iuitiated. 


Haryana, which some intellectuals of the region call ‘a tribal society’, is 
bubbling with political activity these days. One can feel the heat of politi- 
cal activity in Rohtak, Jind, Bhiwani, Sonipat, Panipat, Karnal, and 
Kurukshetra. Whether a businessman or a farmer, an educated young city man or 
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an illiterate farmer, an industrialist or a city clerk--everyone is eager to 
discuss politics. While traveling in the state, I found that everyone was 
willing to discuss Devi Lal and his politics. One man who knows Devi Lal well 
said, “Chowdhary Sahib (Devi Lal) did not know that his ‘war of justice’, 
movement would be so successful in bringing people together. On 23 January 
only a few people were suvposed to undergo voluntary token arrests in response 
to the "Block the Roads' call. Instead, this action resulted in unprecedented 
road jams. The 23 March All Haryana Conference in Jind literally attracted a 
sea of humanity.” 


The sixth phase of the ‘War of Justice’ started by Devi Lal's Haryana 
Sangharsh Samiti (SS) ‘Council for Struggle' on 23 May is now being imple- 
mented. This movement of noncooperation is based on six issues: water tax, 
property tax, house tax, charges for cemented [irrigation] drain, nonpayment 
of advances and cooperative loans given to farmers, and boycott of Congress 
legislators and ministers. A very violent demonstration was staged in 
Bhaparoda village during a public meeting addressed by Shamsher Singh 
Surjewala, a state minister. People burned his effigy right at the meeting 
and forced him to flee. Devi Lal has accused Surjewala of bringing armed 
mobsters with him who fired at the public, wounding many of them. The police, 
according to Devi lal, watched the entire drama from the sidelines. 


When this correspondent was traveling in Haryana, the entire state was buzzing 
with preparations for the 21 June Haryana Bandh [Close Down Haryana] call 
given by the Sangharsh Samiti. The Samiti workers were meeting everywhere. 

In the stifling heat, when even Delhi streets were deserted, rural Haryana was 
busy with plans for closing down the state. This correspondent took part in 
two such meetings: one in Jind on 13 June and the other in Kurukshetra on 

14 June. 


In the Jat Bhawan of Kurukshetra, people from villages had gathered a day 
early, waiting for the arrival of Devi Lal. Among these people was 56-year- 
old Ajmer from Gumti village. He had voted for Congress Party candidates all 
his life, but he is now a staunch follower of Devi Lal. He said, “Everyone 
in the village is satisfied with Devi Lal and talks about his struggle against 
the government. We are all upset because Haryana is being insulted. Our 
water goes to Punjab; the [Punjab] villages [promised to us] are not being 
transferred. It is blatant robbery.” 


I talked with several people representing various professions and classes in 
Kurukshetra and other cities. Everyone had his own version of the unfair 
treatment of Haryana. Atma Ram, an 80-year-old retired school principal in 
Durakhera, shaking with anger, said, “The Congress Party has brought anarchy. 
The members want to keep their seats at any cost and do not care about 
Haryana. Now we have declared war and will not stop until we win our free- 
dom.” What freedom? And from whom? 


The question was of sharing water from the Jamuna and Satluj rivers with 
Punjab and transfer of Punjab territory in lieu of Chandigarh. Where did the 
matter of independence come in? The answer to this question was given by D.R. 
Chowdinary, editor of PEENG, a representative Hindi weekly. “The root cause of 
this pent-up anger is the feeling of being cheated by the central government 
for many years. The rulers in Delhi always view us as slaves and servants. 


94 








They use our resources at will to meet their own needs and goals. Haryana was 
more of a slave of Delhi during the Bhajan Lal regime. Staff-bearing men to 
'fix' Bahuguna's election in Garhwal were sent from here, and the moronic 
incidents of the beating of Sikhs during the ASIAD games also started here in 
Haryana. Bhajan Lal announced openly then that any Sikh, regardless of his 
profession or social standing, would not be allowed to enter Delhi. Sikhs 
began to feel discriminated against, and then these incidents occurred. The 
feeling of being slaves and peons has taken deep root in the minds of the 
Haryana people. They want to become free of this.” 


Ran Singh Maan, secretary of Haryana Sangharsh Samiti, explains further: “In 
1960 the Shah Commission recommended inclusion of Chandigarh and Kharag Sub- 
district in Haryana. However, at that time the leadership of Punjab was very 
influential in Delhi and the Akali Party was very strong in Punjab, but there 
was no one to speak for Haryana. In 1970, Indira Gandhi took a decision and 
recommended that 105 villages and towns of Fazilak and Abohar be included in 
Haryana. This recommendation was vetoed by Punjab. Later the Matthew and 
Venktaramana commissions made their recommendations. A look at this whole 
process shows that Haryana's due share became less and less. Indira had 
recommended 359,000 acres of land for inclusion in Haryana. Mr Matthew re- 
duced it to 300,000 acres (83 villages and the Fazilka-Abohar area) and Mr 
Venktaramana brought it down to a mere 70,000 acres. 


Mr Maan continued: ‘The same shoddy policy was practiced in regard to water 
distribution. From the 7 million cubic feet water available in the Satluj and 
Yamuna rivers, Haryana and Punjab were allotted 4.8 million and 2.2 million 
cubic feet, respectively. When Punjab began to whine, Indira Gandhi made this 
allotment equal, or 3.5 million cubic feet for each. It was agreed that any 
increase in water would belong to Haryana. However, the 1 July 1985 agreement 
based on actual use reduces our share even further. Since there is no canal 
to bring water from Punjeb to Haryana, the question of basing distribution on 
use does not arise. This agreement is one-sided. Both the Matthew and 
Venktaramana commissions refer to this unfair attitude toward Haryana. Both 
apologized in their reports for not being able to do a good job, thus implying 
how short-sighted the prime minister is politically. 


Mr D.R. Chowdhary said: “The Haryana people are not upset at losing 
Chandigarh, as they never were emotionally involved with it. They are happy 
that they will have their own capital. All our cities are rural in nature and 
can be called huge villages and not cities. A central city is very important 
for cultural, political, and economic activities. It is important for us to 
have a capital. The main problem is the Punjab pact. The more I think about 
it the mcre I am convinced that this pact was a mistake and will be dangerous 
for us in the future.” 


Hundreds of thousands of copies of a pamphlet distributed by the Sangharsh 
Samiti tell people further how Haryana has always been neglected. One example 
is the recruitment of 10,868 men by the Central Reserve Police, and not one of 
them from haryana. A railway coach factory, proposed for the Hissar-Hansi 
area, is to be built in Kapurthala. This factory was to employ 20,000 people. 
The plans for building a 1 billion rupee refinery in Karnal are still in 
limbo. 
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With this background, overwhelming support to the HSS is logical. With this 
background, 75-year-old Devi Lal is the almost unanimous choice and hope of 
Haryana residents. With this background, the hopes of all opposition leaders 
are raised and they have gathered in the arena with their weapons to get their 
share of the political pie. We should not be surprised if Haryana pulls 
another Karnataka in the next general elections and puts the opposition in 
power. The real question here, however, is how this strong feeling of terri- 
torialism can be removed. The situation is so critical that if it is not 
handled with care, Haryana will become another Punjab! 


The smell of anger and violence is everywhere in Haryana. It seems like a 
Bhindranwal is anxiously waiting to be born. In this context, a pamphlet 
authored by Om Praksah Chautala, Devi Lal's son and a former legislator, 
deserves mention. Thousands of copies of this pamphlet are being distributed 
across the state. The pamphlet, entitled “The Burning, Searing, and Scorching 
Questions in the Hearts of the Haryana People,” addresses itself to Haryana 
youth. 


The verbatim text of the pamphlet is reproduced here: “Will we have to 
reevaluate truth, nonviolence, courage, love and patriotism--the most impor- 
tant components of our country's civilization and culture? Do we have to burn 
our country's sacred constitution in order to get a part of our state back 
(105 villages, Abohar, and Fazilka)? Do we have to join enemy countries and 
raise antinational slogans to get our share of water (3.5 million cubic feet)? 
Will the Haryana warriors, who have always stood up to defend our country, 
have to march on Delhi in order to get justice for their brothers? Will we 
have to send our children to terrorist schools in Pakistan, the United States 
of America, and Canada to be trained to fight our own police and army? Do we 
have to turn our te:mples into ordnance depots in order to get a fair deal? 
Will we have to threaten assassination of our country's leaders in seeking 
justice? Have the power brokers in Delhi's imperial courts buried the bier of 
Gandhi's teachings--truth, nonviolence, and love--by the Red Fort along with 
his three monkeys [hear no evil, speak no evil, see no evil]? Do the Haryana 
people have no choice but to use terrorism to gain their rights?” 


At the end of the pamphlet there is a warning to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi: 
"You hear our last vow as we leave. We will not beg; we will fight now. If 
we win, we live; otherwise, we die. Like Duryodhana [antagonist in the epic 
Mahabharata], you will be responsible for all this violence and bloodshed.” 


This pamphlet cannot be called a self-serving publication; it represents the 
angry feelings of the youth of Haryana which could burst into uncontrollable 
violence at any time. We cannot ignore young men using their blood to put the 
tilak [forehead mark] on Devi Lal's forehead during the “Justice March” held 
last March. Youth threatening to use violence are found everywhere. 


Even Arya Samaji [Hindi religious sect] youth have started to speak the lan- 
guage of violence. Karma Vir Arya, member of the Haryana Arya Young Men's 
Federation, told this reporter: “If something happens to Swamiji, we will 
also take up weapons.” He meant Swami Indravesh, a Janata party leader, who 
has been on a 21-day fast in Rohtak's Chhotu Ram park since 13 June because of 
internal party fighting. He does not support violence. He declared, “I am a 
Sanyasi [one who has renounced the world]. I am spiritually opposed to 
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violence. People tell me again and again that my efforts will not help and 
that they are going to take up weapons. I will never support violence, and 
any violent acts would be committed against my wishes.” 


It is obvious that the present form of Sangharsh Samiti's 'War of Jushze' is 
not aimed against any specific group or state. It is attacking the central 
government only. In all activities and meetings of Sangharsh Samiti workers, 
Sikhs have a symbolic presence, The water and land problems belong to all 
Haryana people and are above religion and caste issues. However, we cannot 
ignore the possibility that tomorrow all this could lead to anarchy. Elements 
of anarchy are visible in the Haryana atmosphere. 


Think about the time when the opposition will have succeeded in establishing a 
government. The excited elements of HaRyana will have no goal left. Right 
now they have a goal, albeit an illusory one. They have to beat the Congress 
Party and establish their own government. But can the leadership of Sanghash 
Samiti and other affiliated parties find answers to all of Haryana's problems? 
D.R. Chowdhary, editor of PEENG, comments: “It is true that Devi Lal and his 
Sangharsh Samiti have played a positive role in creating in Haryana People an 
awareness of the problem. Women and men have come out to participate on a 
large scale. The real problems, however, are tied to the present situation. 
Haryana's major problem is economic in nature. The “green revolution” is at 
its peak, industrialization has yet to begin, and unemployment is widespread. 
These problems cannot be solved by the bourgeois political parties, whether 
Congress of Lokdal.” 


What will happen when the dream is broken? Will the residents of Waryana be 
ready to drink poison again or will they opt for anarchy? We cannot say at 
present, but now is the time to look into this problen. 


Devi Lal Interview 
New Delhi DINMAN in Hindi 22-28 Jun 86 p 17 
[Interview with Devi Lal: date and place not given] 


[Text] {Question}; [Is it in the national interest to rouse the people of 
Haryana at a time when honest efforts are being made to solve the Punjab 
problem? 


[Answer] The welfare of the country does not mean sacrificing Haryana. 
Haryana is the land of warriors. Foreign invaders were beaten here at Panipat 
and Kurukshetra. Our country's unity depends on Haryana's solidarity. The 
government can easily put a stop to Pakistani intrusions if it gives Abohar 
and Fazilka to Haryana. The government, however, has adopted a policy of 
placating the terrorists. This will only make the terrorists strong, not the 
country. 


[Question] Are you planning to make this struggle violent? 
[Answer] We do not want this struggle to become violent. We will hold 


peaceful strikes and draw the whole nation’s attention to the injustice done 
to Haryana. We want people to be with us. We have in our ranks Hindus, 
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Sikhs, and people from other religious groups. 
[Question] What would you do if this struggle were to become violent? 


[Answer] Our policy is aimed at avoiding violence. However, if the govern- 
ment tried to crush this peaceful effort to save our pride with police force, 
some people might retaliate with violence. When people learn that a govern- 
ment only understands the language of violence, then it is not surprising if 
some youth resort to violence. 


[Question] Will you continue to lead the movement if it becomes violent? 


[Answer] I represent the people of Haryana and will continue to represent 
then. 


[Question] The entire fight seems to be between Haryana and Punjab. Negative 
feelings about each other are being spread in both states. Against this 
background, what name do you give to your struggle? 


[Answer] We are not fighting against Punjab, Punjabis or Sikhs. We are 
fighting the central government. It is possible that the central government 
will try to give the impression that Punjab and Haryana are fighting against 
each other. An inexperienced and cowardly person is occupying the important 
position of prime minister in Delhi. He is totally dependent on his advisers 
and they can make him do anything. 


7997/9312 
CSO: 4624/14 
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IRAN 


WOMEN'S SUICIDE SQUAD SAID TO BE HEADED BY MRS MUSAVI 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 14 Jul 86 pp 14-16 
{Article by Dr ‘Ali Nuri Zadeh; place and date not specified] 


[Text] When Ayatollah Khomeyni was in Paris at the end of 1978, one of the 
matters he discussed was the "rights of women” in the system of government he 
intended to establish (i.e., the Islamic Republic). On a number of occasions 
he expressed the conviction that Iranian women had to preserve their rights. 
And more than once he talked about the appearance of women. As he used to 
say: “The purpose of the veil is not to put the chador on the heads of women. 
Rather, the veil must be in the heart and in the eyes.” 


The imam returned to Iran and the first thing he did was to curb the freedoms 
of women and prevent them from exercising their social and political rights. 
In the course of his 7 years of rule, Iranian women have become a piece of 
kitchen furniture and a means of extinguishing the passions of men. 


The “imam” also authorized the temporary marriage. The only place where he 
did not distinguish between men and women was in sentencing women to death or 
to confinement in prison camps. 


After 7 years of theocratic rule the regime discovered another way in which to 
sue some women outside the kitchen and bedroom. Credit for this discovery is 
due to Zohra Rahnavard, wife of Mir Hoseyn Musavi, Iran's prim2 minister. She 
is said to be just wvicious as her husband. 


During the Safevid era there lived a notorious woman whose name still makes 
readers of Iranian history shudder. That beautiful woman, who slipped poison 
into the food of her father Shah Tahmasp, choked four of his sons with her own 
hands, cut off the head of her brother's son, and ruled Iran from behind the 
harem walls for 30 years, was called “Bari Khan Khanom,” but she had more than 
one nickname. 


Her father, Shah Tahmasp, used to call her the "Apple of Satan” at a time when 
Shah Mohammed Khodabanda, her brother and father of ‘Abbas the Great, called 
her the "Safavid Hind.” This was in defiance of “Hind Abu Sufyan,” which 
“chewed the liver [pained]” Hamzah, an uncle of the Prophet. 
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In his book "Voyages (du Chevalier Chardin en Perse)” the French envoy 
Chardin, a contemporary of Shah ‘Abbas who lived severa: years in Iran, 
described Bari Khan Khanom as a goddess who disbelieved in God without 
acknowledging the rule of Satan. Indeed, she could withdraw recognition of 
Satan by her acceptance as sultana of the “kingdom of evil.” 


She has some other nicknames such as "“Zaynab Borujerdi,” “Umm Zaynab," “Umm 
"Ali,” and "Matahari's daughter." However, her real name is Zohra Rahnavard 
and she has been engaged in a variety of activities since the Islamic Republic 
was founded in 1979. Perhaps the most important of them are teaching 
sociology at the College of Fine Arts, Tehran University, writing speeches for 
her husband Prime Minister Mir Hoseyn Musavi, and supervising the women's 
execution unit in Evan Prison. After the former revolutionary public 
prosecutor Asadollah Laguvardi decided to organize a women's unit to carry out 
the sentences of those condemned to die, Zohra Rahnavard assumed the 
responsibility of directing this special unit called "“Zaynab's Sisters Unit.” 
In addition to all these activities, she has taken on the responsibility of 
supervising a section of the Manzariyeh army camp in northern Tehran where a 
group of women is being trained to carry and use arms and explosives. Despite 
the fact that all these activities are too numerous to be handled by one 
person, the ambitions of the prime minister's wife know no limits. She has 
made up her mind to assume the post of “deputy prime minister for women's 
affairs,” the creation of which it was decided Mir Musavi would announce in 
the next few weeks and this despite the fact that Ayatollah Khomeyni nore than 
once rejected the idea of creating an independent department to deal with 
women's affairs. 


After Mas'ud Rajavi, leader of the opposition organization Mojahedin-e Khalq, 
announced that he was turning over some of his responsibilities to his wife 
Maryam 'Adudanlu whom he regarded as a partner in leading the Mojahedin-e 
Khalq and after the late shah's son Prince Reza Pahlavi married and announced 
that he and his wife would fight together against Ayatollah Khomeyni's regime, 
Rahnavard was said to believe that it was her duty to assume some of her 
husband's responsibilities. At the end of the meeting she had with the 
magazine SHAHED, she indicated that she was determined to share with Musavi in 
his political activities when she said in answer to a question about her 
future programs: “Those who circulate rumors about my husband's objecting to 
my political and social activities do not know the facts. I want to tell them 
that I will become even more active and that my husband will never object.” 


Legalized Killing! 


Three weeks ago, i.e., 8 June to be precise, the Manzariyeh army camp in 
northern Tehran witnessed for the first time graduation ceremonies for the 
“first class" of the "Suicidal Zaynab's Sisters.” The second Bari Khan Khonom 
was there to present them with certificates. 


These certificates allow their possessors to engage in killing, for according 
to the fatwa (formal legal opinion) issued by Ayatollah Khomeyni (the fatwa is 
printed on the graduation certificates of the Manzariyeh army camp), the 
killing of the arrogant, men or women, is an honorable deed and a duty. He 
who offers his life to perform this duty will enter heaven immediately.” 
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According to information reaching us from Tehran, the graduation ceremonies 
were attended not only by Zohra Rahnavard, director of the camp, but also by 
21 organizations and an Islamic Front Organization supportive of Iran from 
among the women who had recently come to [ran to attend a conference on 
liberation activities that the Revolutionary guard had organized in the city 
of Qom early last June. 


Zohra Rahnavard introduced the graduates to those present at the ceremony and 
then gave a long speech in which she cited the efforts made by these women to 
reach the stage of “living martyr." 


The Iranian prime minister's wife disclosed the nationalities of the graduates 
of the first training course in the Manzariyeh training camp when she said: 
"In this army camp we do not recognize what is called nationality because some 
of the sisters come from Ireland, Malaysia, Palestine, Bahrain, Iraq, and 
Lebanon. I am sure that the graduates of the course will carry with them a 
song that the world--east and west, north and south--will soon hear. This 
beautiful song that the revolutionary women will soon sing throughout the 
world will make everyone tremble!” 


This song will not, it appears, make anyone tremble. It is merely a 
certification that will allow a woman to practice the profession of 
“legalized” killing. 


5214/12913 
CSO: 4606/44 
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IRAN 


ARRESTED PHYSICIANS REPORTEDLY SUBJECTED TO TORTURE IN PRISON 
London KEYHAN in Persian 31 Jul 86 pp 1, 7 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Meshahzadah] 


[Text] Iranian Physicians Warn That if The Majlis Does Not Rescind The Medical 
Board Bill, They Will Go On Strike Again Very Soon 


Amnesty International Protests Arrest Of Iranian Physicians 


The new Medical Board bill which was discussed in the Majlis for sometime by 
those in favor and against it, was approved and delivered to the Council of 
Guardians for ratification. 


According to the newly ratified bill, the Medical Board Association will be 
administered by the government and changed to one of the Islamic Republic's 
organs. According to the Majlis sanction, the Board of Directors of the Medi- 
cal Board will consist of 15 people, 9 of whom will be appointed by the gov- 
ernment and the remaining 6 will be elected by the nation's physicians. 


According to this bill, the Board of Directors of the Medical Board will be 
appointed by the Minister of Health and its 15 members will be selected as 
follows: 


Three persons will be recommended by the Minister of Health and one of them 
will be the director of the Medical Board. 


Four persons will be recommended by the medical schools. These medical schools 
became su bsidiaries of the Ministry of Health last year. 


One person will have the title of Director of Army Public Health and one will 
have the title of Director of Revolutionary Corps Public Health and the other 
6 members will be elected by Iran's physicians consisting of the following: 
Three physicians, one druggist, one laburatory specialist and one dentist. 


In regard to this bill and the direct government interference in medical af- 
fairs and professional questions, the Iranian physicians will go on strike and 
in their last statement they have again demanded that the Islamic Majlis re- 
scind this bill. They condemmed religicus interference in scientific and med- 
ical affairs. 
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The Iranian physicians indicated that if their imprisoned colleagues who have 
been arrested during the 24 hour strike are not released, they will hold a 
widespread 72 hour strike from 28 - 30 July (6 -— 8 Mordad). Reports from Iran 
indicate that through threatening notices and telephone calls, the government 
intends to stop the physicians from a general strike. 


Dr Manafi, appointed by the government as Director of the Medical Board, 
threatened the physicians in an interview and called the strikers connected 
to America and the former regime. Reports indicate that the number of physi- 
cians arrested by the Islamic Republic has reached 50 persons. 


Amnesty International Protest 


In a statement issued in London, Amnesty International protested the action 
by the Islamic Republic in regard to the arrest of Iranian physicians. In 
this statement, Amnesty International referred to the 48 hour strike by the 
Medical Board Association on 14 July (23 Tir) in protest against the new bill 
of the Medical Board. 


Based on this bill, instead of being elected, the Board of Directors of the 
Medical Board will be appointed by the Islamic regime. Amnesty International 
expressed its concern in regard to some of the reports about the arrests of 
20 to 30 well known physicians in Iran who were officials of the Medical 
Board. Amnesty International announced that according to these reports, some 
of the arrested physicians have been reportedly mentally and physically tor- 
tured in prison. 


9815 
CSO: 4640/428 
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PAKISTAN 


STATE OF LAWLESSNESS IN SIND CREATED BY DACOITS EXAMINED 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 5 Jul 86 p 4 
[Special Report from Hyderabad by Mohammad Ali] 


[Excerpts] The ever increasing activities of the dacoits in Sind have attracted 
wide attention to the state of lawlessness prevailing in that province. In some 
places the dacoits have practically set up an "alternative government." The 
dacoits, armed with modern automatic weapons, are fighting the government ma- 
chinery. The dacoits take refuge in the forests lying along the Sind River in 
Kutch region. Fleeing after highway attacks, the dacoits have mercilessly 
killed hundreds of people. They have set up a "dacoit tax" for returning kid- 
napped people, creating a sense of insecurity in the region. The action taken 
by the government has failed to produce positive results, and the situation is 
getting worse every day. The deterioration in the law and order situation has 
also adversely affected the socioeconomic life in the province, and in some 
places an exodus of population, although on a limited scale, has already started. 
The elected members of the assembly have become silent spectators. The social 
and political organizations are helpless. Police organizations have failed to 
take concerted steps against the dacoits. The administration appears to be 
paralyzed, and the dacoits have gradually put a: end to the feeling of domina- 
tion of the law. Influential people are afraid of the dacoits. The landlords 
in Sind, who have been powerful in the rural society for centuries, have also 
become the targets of the dacoit's threats. Anarchy prevails. The dacoits 
apparently do not have any political designs, nor do they appear to have any 
political support of help, but the increasing lawlessness has been aiding and 
abetting the forces drifting away from the center and forces opposed to the 
government. Concerted and organized efforts are being made to ,ut an end to 

the feeling of a "government presence" in the rural areas. The dacoits in the 
rural areas are using guerrilla tactics in their acts of dacoity and are killing 
policemen by attacking them at night. People not willing cto pay the huge sums 
of money demanded by the dacoits are killed mercilessly. Means of transporta- 
tion are paralyzed, and a sense of insecurity is perceptible when travelling 

on major highways. The question that arises is whether the dacoits are just 

a group of people with a criminal mentality or if they have any political 
designs, and whether the dacoits are trained in the use of arms. The question 
that comes to mind next is why dacoits are being produced in Sind at such 
supersonic speed. What is the reason underlying the activities of the dacoits, 
and what political personalities wielding powerful influence are behind them. 
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It is necessary to examine the situation because there are indications that in 
the near future these dispersed and disorganized dacoits will come forward as 
a power with clear political designs and create difficulties in the province. 
To look at the dacoits just from the point of view of establishing a law and 
order situation would be to close one's eyes to the real facts of life. The 
dacoits are not only looting and attacking people, they have also forced the 
administrative machinery in the region to surrender. 


How do the dacoits treat the people kidnapped? 


Dacoits kidnap hundreds of people in Sind and take them into uninhabited forests. 
NAWA-I-WAQT has been able to interview some of these people. Most of the people 
kidnapped say that the dacoits treat them well and give them the same food that 
they eat themselves, that they have a wide range of automatic weapons, and that 
they listen to news on radio stations from all over the world and read news- 
papers. The dacoits are deadly enemies of the police. They kidnap people for 
large sums of money. In the early days cattle were stolen, whereas now people 
are kidnapped. In Upper Sind, Hindus are also kidnapped. The kidnapped Hindus 
pay ransom to the dacoits very quickly. Generally speaking, the dacoits write 
letters on behalf of the kidnapped people to their relatives. Previously they 
did not have agents, but now they do and the kidnapped people are freed through 
their intermediation. In the beginning, the dacoits freed those kidnapped at 
the intervention of influential people, but now the dacoits are kidnapping even 
the influential people. No one is secure from their reach. Kidnapping incidents 
have turned into a profiteering business. Different groups of dacoits have 
different aims, and thus the kidnapping incidents also vary in nature. In Dadu 
district alone there are more than 24 groups of dacoits. According to official 
reports, the number of dacoits in Dadu district is 246. They are armed with 
modern weapons and also possess communications systems. During some attacks 
the dacoits have taken wireless sets from policemen. Ghulam Nabi, who was kid- 
napped in Dadu District, told NAWA-I-WAQT that dacoits armed with Kalashnikovs 
and other weapons abducted him from his home, where he was sitting after saying 
his prayers, and took him to a forest where they kept him for 22 days. They 
tied him to a "charpai" [wooden frame with intertwined rope used as a bed]. 
Weak and old, Ghulam Nabi was not allowed to say his prayers. He was ill, and 
the dacoits beat him. The dacoits demanded from his family the sum of 1 mil- 
lion rupees as ransom. Gursikh Das, a masters student in English at Sind 
University, was kidnapped from Shani Para in Dadu. Dacoits armed with modern 
automatic weapons took him away forcibly in a car, then on a ship, and then 
they made him travel blindfolded on a dais which kept moving for 3 or 4 hours 
through mountainous terrain. He was later freed in Shahdad Kot in Larkana 
district. A rich Hindu who was recently kidnapped said that he was kept in 
Captivity in a forest for several days, that he was asked to write letters to 
members of his family, and that he was later released. 


Where do the dacoits get modern weapons? 
The dacoits in the districts of Dadu, Larkana, Khaipur, Sukkur, and Nawab Shah 


have modern weapons in their possession. Larkana district is adjacent to 
Baluchistan, and some parts of Larkana and Dadu are inhabited by Baluchi tribes. 
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The dacoits of Sind possess modern weapons; they generally use Soviet-made 
Kalashnikovs. In some regions they have used rocket launchers. There are 
conflicting opinions as to how they acquire arms and ammunition. It is said 
that the arms are provided from Afghanistan via Baluchistan. The arrest of a 
group of people involved in arms smuggling in Quetta endorses this opinion. 
According to G. M. Syed, leader of the "Jiye Sind" movement, a large number of 
Afghan refugees who have settled in Sind are providing arms to the dacoits. 
Now every dacoit is armed with a Kalashnikov. A report issued by the adminis- 
tration of Dadu district has acknowledged that the Sindhi dacoits have Soviet- 
made modern weapons. Dacoits who in the past used rifles and axes now use 
modern weapons, including mortar guns and Kalashnikovs. During the period 
1983 to 10 June 1986, there were about 781 encounters between dacoits and 
policemen. In 1983 there were a total of 181 encounters with the police in 
which 6 dacoits and 15 policemen were killed; in 1984, during 295 encounters 
with police, 72 dacoits and 54 policemen died. In 1985, 221 encounters with 
the police took the lives of 49 dacoits and 35 policemen. Finally, in 1986, 
as of 15 June the number of dacoits and policemen that have died in a total 

of 84 encounters with the police is 41 and 37, respectively. These facts and 
figures reveal that 125 policemen and 186 [figures as given - FBIS] dacoits 
have been killed in various encounters with the police thus far. 


9315/12795 
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PAKISTAN 


POLICE URGED TO ACT TO CURB TRAFFICKING IN ILLEGAL ARMS 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 16 Jul 86 p 3 
[Editorial ] 


[Text] The police have recovered a large cache of arms and ammunition, 
consisting of 94 pistols and 50,000 bullets, found in a jeep near Gujerat. 
These arms were being smuggled from Punjab to the frontier. This is said to 
be the first incident of its kind. Generally, the shoe is on the other foot 
and illegal arms are smuggled from the frontier to Punjab and other parts of 
the country. 


Far more disturbing are the details in the FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW, which 
says that, arms coming into the hands of dacoits in Sind include Kalashnikov 
rifles, grenade launchers and anti-aircraft missiles. A few days ago, the 

arms captured by the Kohat police that were headed for the tribal areas included 
anti-tank and anti-aircraft guns and associated ammunition. 


It seems incredible for such arms to be available in a civilized country and a 
civilized society. But conditions are such that disbelief is ruled out. The 
details and nature of the arms recovered by the police from criminal elements, 
glimpses of which are seen on TV from time to time and pictures of which are 
published in the press, are more than enough to frighten any innocent, peace- 
loving citizen. There is an abundance of advanced automatic weapons in the 
hostels of colleges and universities. These are openly displayed at mettings 
and processions of student organizations. The practice of firing into the air 
on the occasion of marriages as a sign of happiness is becoming very common. 
Furthermore, such occasions, arms of various kinds fearlessly are fired. The 
bodyguards of political leaders and other prominent personages can also be seen 
equipped with advanced automatic weapons. 


In this situation, it appears that obtaining a license to possess arms has been 
reduced to a ceremony, a formality. Beyond that there is no control, no re- 
striction and no accountability. This situation is said to be the result of 
the opposition to the Russians in Afghanistan. The Mujahideen fighting there 
and the Afghan refugees coming to Pakistan bring with them all kinds of arms, 

A large part of them are sold to arms dealers in the tribal areas. Some arms 
come through those to whom the Kabul regime gives arms, including Kalashnikov 
rifles, along with cash in order to secure and buy their loyalty. Whatever the 
reasons, the result is that in Pakistan, the amount of advanced and destructive 
arms is increasing by leaps and bounds. This situation presents a strong 
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challenge to the government machinery and the agencies responsible for law and 
order and security. This is a very serious matter, indeed a tragedy, that is 
enough to frighten and terrorize innocent and peaceable citizens. The govern- 
ment agencies that are responsible for maintaining law and order and for ensur- 
ing the safety of citizens' lives and property should consider it a big and open 
challenge to them. They should evolve a strategy to discharge their duties, 

and they should be openly preparing for this. 


To allow this situation to deteriorate on its own or to take it as the result 
of compelling circumstances can in no way be a good or acceptable view. When 
it is no secret where advanced automatic arms come from and through which 
channels they reach various parts of the country, then there should be no 
hesitation in hitting this contraband activity hard. The caches of illegal 
arms that police and other agencies capture from time to time can be construed 
as proof of their performance and preparedness. But on the basis on the arms 
that are captured, when one thinks about the scale of arms that go uncaptured, 
the mind boggles. To capture illegal arms, the police occasionally resort to 
special operations. And the statistics on the various kinds of arms captured 
are stunning. But when the availability of illegal, deadly arms goes on in- 
creasing instead of diminishing, one begins to wonder if even these special 
operations are just a formal exercise. 


In view of the unlimited amount of illegal arms in the hands of criminal and 
malevolent elements, the people's desire to obtain arms licenses is natural. 
Since the February 1985 elections, the government has indeed issued licenses 

in large numbers. But by proceeding this way, there is no possibility now or 
in the future to confront the illegal arms. For one thing, the cost of 
licensed arms is so high that not every person who needs arms can afford to 

buy them. Moreover, for the protection of their lives and property, people 
ultimately have to depend on the sense of duty, performance and preparedness 

of the police and other government agencies responsible for security. Needless 
to say, as a result of the abundance of illegal arms, one can imagine to what 
extent the basic trust of the people has begun to waver. In this extraordinary 
Situation, it is essential for the security agencies also to take extraordinary 
measures. The sources of the illegal sale of arms, the channels and the hide- 
outs cannot be so well concealed as to be beyond the eagle eyes of the police 
and other agencies. The internal and the very real external dangers demand an 
end to this procrastination in delivering an effective, strong blow in order to 
stop this trafficking in illegal arms. The people should once again rest assured 
that the police and other agencies entrusted with responsibility for security 
are discharging their duties. It is high time that the long, strong arm of the 
law should be seen closing in on those big people who, according to Saba Aldin 
Jami, the Punjab inspector general of police, are behind the serious incidents 
of dacoity. A determination to take tough, fearless action has been expressed 
before. Now the time has come to act upon this. 


12286/13045 
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PAKISTAN 


POLITICIANS URGED TO IMPLEMENT DEMOCRACY, NOT TALK ABOUT IT 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 20 Jul 86 p 3 


[Article by Khaleeq Naziri: "Democracy Does Not Happen by Using the Word 
Democracy" ] 


[Text] In no other country is the work "democracy" used as often as in our 
country and by our politicians. The major reason for this is that the countries 
that believe in democracy, practice it and maintain it. They run their country's 
affairs according to democratic principles. They do not have to use this word 
because they follow democratic principles in all their actions. Any step to 

the contrary would be noticed by everyone in the country. They cannot even 

think that an undemocratic action would be taken. Countries that do not believe 
in democracy and follow an autocratic system just do not talk about democracy. 


In our country, we do everything against democratic principles and try to con- 
vince everyone that we are democratic. We try to convince the people that they 
want democracy. The people want this and the people want that. Everything that 
is being done is for the people! The political leaders do not want anything; 
they do what the people want and what democracy dictates! The politicians 
suffer for the people and for democracy! They want to improve the lot of the 
people and implement more domocracy!!! 


This is not a new phenomenon. We have been practicing this system for many 
years. All of the political parties include democracy in their platforms. 

Since we love democracy, we have an abundance of political parties. The reason 
for this abundance is that whenever a person decides he is not getting enough 
respect in a party, he can start a new political party. Often, the front leaders 
of the new party are different from those who start the party. Thus, the people 
with the resources do not appear up front; they try to run the parties from 
behind the scenes. 


There is a lot of talk about the PPP being a strong supporter of democracy. 

Let us take a look at it. Its founder, Bhutto, was the secretary general of 

the Convention Muslim League started by Ayub Khan. Bhutto was so "democratic" 
that he wanted a Muslim League district secretary to be the district police 
superintendent or district deputy commissioner. If Ayub Khan had not vetoed 
this, we would have had that system. When Ayub fired Bhutto, it became essential 
for Bhutto to start his own party. He started the PPP with the help of some 
landlords and leaders. Just like the other political parties, the PPP also 
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talked about democracy, but it did not even hold elections to elect its own 
officials for several years. All party officials were appointed. A few months 
ago, the party held elections at the district level. But the district chairmen 
and secretaries were appointed. There were such strict requirements in these 
elections that most of the members did not qualify to vote. The presidency of 
the party, as we all know, is hereditary. 


Now for the Muslim League. When the present government found that a political 
party was essential for a parliamentary style of government, it resurrected 
the Muslim League overnight. There were two factions of the Muslim League at 
that time. The officials of both factions were ignored, and a new party was 
created. Prime Minister Junejo became the president of the party, and all the 
assembly members who signed a form become its council members. Similarly, all 
provincial prime ministers became provincial presidents, and the members of 
provincial assemblies became provincial council members! The rest of the 
parties follow a similar pattern. Some parties hold elections, but all offices 
are given to special people according to a prearranged system. The election of 
the party president is almost always unopposed. Anyone opposing the president 
or daring to disagree with him is thrown out of the party. The newspapers 
publish statements from both sides to show their neutrality. 


These parties show their real color when or if elected to government. Since 
these parties base their programs on personal likes and dislikes, it is not 
possible for them to follow any ideology. Their leaders continue to talk 
about democracy, but they implement an autocratic regime. No government has 
been exempt from this practice, be it Bhutto's civilian government or the 
dictatorships of Ayub Khan, Yahya Khan, Silandar Mirza, Ghulam Mohammad or 
General Ziaul Haq. They all have been personal governments. They all have 
worn the mask of democracy and ruled as dictators. There has been some dif- 
ference among these rulers because of their personal traits. Whenever a ruler 
has left, his personal form of government has been packed up and sent along with 
him to make room for an entirely new form of government. 


We have developed an interesting ritual in this context. The politicians who 
complain about the lack of democracy become quiet whenever a new government is 
established. After a few days, they become vocal again and begin to criticize 
the new government. The new government in turn begins to use the same oppres- 
sive techniques as used by its predecessor. 


Things have not changed even today. Mr Junejo raised the hopes of the people 
by not using emergency ruie and by providing them with their basic rights. The 
people, however, are greatly disappointed at the way he reorganized the Muslim 
League and how his followers outside the assemblies are working. It is true he 
is not doing what the PPP did when it was in power, but some of his actions are 
making people very bitter. Inflation is on the increase, the bureaucracy still 
requires bribes to do its job, the educational institutions are deteriorating, 
and no one is safe fromrobbers, muggers, and kidnappers. Then, there are the 
recurring bomb blasts! The persecuted and unprotected people do not want to 
touch these democracy-lovers with a 10 foot pole. They would welcome a govern- 
ment that would at least protect them. 
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These actions of our political parties will make the people mistrust democracy. 
There is still some time left for our leaders to implement a democratic govern- 
ment in its true form and not let people lose their faith in democracy. Other- 
wise some adventurer will use this opportunity to establish his personal 
dictatorship. Should this happen, there will be no other opportunity for 
democratic rule, ever. 
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PAKISTAN 


GOVERNMENT URGED TO RELEASE POLITICAL PRISONERS 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 24 Jul 86 p 3 


[Article by Irshad Ahmad Haqqani: "Appeal to Military Courts To Release 
Prisoners" ] 


[Text] Since the repeal of martial law, a valid demand is being made to either 
release the political prisoners sentenced by the military courts or to try 
their cases in civil courts. The government did not approve this request, but 
it gave permission for individuals to appeal their cases to the president via 
the provincial governors. The opinions of the martial law administrators 
involved will be solicited in each case, and the president will make the final 
decision. Politicians and the friends of these prisoners have expressed dis- 
satisfaction with this approach since they do not expect much from appealing 

to the same agency that imposed these sentences. The government should either 
allow the civil courts to hear these appeals, if it thinks that people have a 
right to appeal the decisions made in military courts, or simply release all 
these prisoners. These people were not allowed the advantage of due process, 
as the military courts did not recognize this right. Most people believe that 
these prisoners were not given the opportunity to defend themselves. The 
government has already taken several steps in the right direction since martial 
law was lifted. Emergency rule has been eliminated, and there are no restric- 
tions on political activities. It is appropriate that people sentenced by 
military courts should either be released or given the opportunity to be heard 
by a civil court. People will believe that they did not receive justice if 
neither of these options is provided to them. The prisoners and their families 
will continue to feel betrayed. During the recent Id festival, the mothers of 
these prisoners tried to get the attention of the people in power by sending an 
Id card to them, but there was no positive outcome of this effort. The mother 
of one prisoner has written to me requesting help in getting the attention of 
government officials to this problem faced by her son and other young men. 

She requests sympathetic consideration of these cases to help their grief- 
stricken families. The letter written by Begum Shaheen Rizvi is being reproduced 
here in the hope that the officials concerned will read it and release these 
young men, thus ending a dark passage in our national history. 


Dear Irshad Ahmad Haqqani, 


Regards. You are a veteran and intelligent journalist. We read your enlighten- 
ing commentaries and analyses with great joy. Our leaders and opposition members 
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also get guidance from the content in your column. This is a great talent that 
God has given you, and I pray for your health and success. 


I am very thankful to you for including my request in your column. I was greatly 
encouraged the day that the feelings of this grief-stricken mother of a politi- 
cally persecuted young man were communicated to the rulers of this country 
through your column. I had hoped that the government would take some action, 
but I was greatly disappointed. My son, Kamran Rizvi, and thousands of other 
political prisoners are being neglected by our government. The newspapers print 
appeals and requests from the families of these unfortunate young men, questions 
are answered at press conferences, and journalists write editorials and informa- 
tive articles on this issue. The mothers of these oppressed youth get nothing 
out of these efforts except something to keep themselves busy. Breaking anyone's 
heart is a sin, according to Islamic principles. You and religious people would 
know much more about that than I do. Recently, there has been a strong demand 
for the release of Jam-e Saaqi. I wonder if his release would cause an earth- 
quake in government houses! Is he such a powerful politician that all other 
politicians would lose power? Would the new Muslim League disintegrate if 

Jam-e Saaqi were released? Not really! Jamil Abbasi, Fazal Rahoo, and Rasul 
Bax Palejo have been released, and the world is still there. Thousands of people 
were happy at their release. Now, if Kamran Rizvi, Taraq Khurshid, Rana 

Manaha, Milik Zahur, and Malik Zawar are released, there will be no calamity. 
The courts recommended lenient treatment of their cases, and the lawyers have 
proved that the crime for which they were given life sentences only calls for a 
jail sentence of 3 to 5 years. I am a housewife, and you people understand the 
country's problems better than I do. The movement for a separate state in 

Sind, protests by student in Baluchistan, and increasing restlessness in Punjab 
and Sarhad point to critical problems. The announcement on establishing a 
democratic rule by the civilian government after the elimination of martial law 
was a hopeful sign. Keeping people in jail for their political beliefs is just 
not right. The mothers, relatives, and friends of every oppressed political 
prisoner are like an ever-burning fire that cannot be put out. This is a 
natural phenomenon, so the government should not just throw some water on it. 
Instead, it should release all political prisoners and establish an agreeable 
atmosphere. I hope my request is not denied and that you will ask the govern- 
ment again to give a sympathetic ear to the cases of political prisoners and 
release them en masse. 
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PAKISTAN 


EDITORIAL URGES GOVERNMENT TO ENFORCE ISLAMIC WAY OF LIFE 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 11 Jul 86 p 9 
{Editorial ] 


[Text] Federal Minister for Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Iqbal Ahmed 

Khan has said that the Senate approval of the ninth constitutional amendment 
bill has cleared the way for enforcing Islamic law and making Islam the supreme 
law of the land in all facets of the national life. It not only guarantees 
Qaide Azam's promise to Muslims of the subcontinent, but also achieves the goal 
of the great sacrifices made during the Islamization movement of 1977. He said 
this during a TV interview while explaining the various provisions and aspects 
of the bill. He said the bill extends the authority of the federal shariat 
courts to all kind of laws in force in the country, including the revenue laws. 
In the future, the Koran will occupy the position of supreme authority and 
supreme law in all matters of lawmaking and policymaking. 


The nation's president and prime minister have both expressed satisfaction and 
happiness over the Senate approval of the ninth constitutional amendment bill. 
The former has described it as an historic achievement, and the latter has 
characterized it as true shariat. But some circles have expressed opposition 
and uneasiness. Maulana Fazal Al Rahman, secretary general of Jamiat-ul-Ulema- 
i-Islam, a constituent of the MRD, has described it as a "weapon to strengthen 
an unconstitutional government," saying that it is merely a repetition of 
promises and that no action will be taken on it. Describing the bill as a 
cunning move of the rulers, Benazir Bhutto, co-chairman of the People's Party, 
has said that it is being used for political purposes. On the other hand, 
Mian Tafeel Mohammad, president of the Jamaal-i-Islami, has said that no other 
faith except Islam will be permitted in Pakistan. This is because this 
country was created only to enforce Islamic law. Anyone who opposes the 
shariat bill should leave Pakistan and live in some other country. 


Varied and conflicting reactions from different sectors is hardly surprising. 
Even though it is commonly said that Islam in Pakistan is not a divisive issue, 
there has been no doubt about differences of opinion over the realization and 
enforcement of Islam in daily life, especially in governmental and national 
affiars. A draft of the ninth constitutional amendment bill was presented at 

a recent session of the Senate, and it was passed after review and amendment in 
committee. But in the final stages, it was handled with extraordinary haste. 
Some confusion is due also to another shariat bill that some members privately 
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introduced in the Senate. A recent demonstration before the parliament was in 
demand for early passage of this private shariat bill. 


In the course of his interview, Iqbal Ahmed Khan disclosed that have obtained 
the Senate's approval, the government will now do its utmost to insure that 

the bill passes through the national assembly as soon as possible so that there 
is no further delay in enforcing shariat in the country. For this clearly, we 
will have to wait for the next session of the National Assembly. The National 
Assembly session that was convened in late May in connection with the federal 
budget has adjourned for an indefinite period. Doubtless, the government 
effort will be aimed at insuring that the National Assembly passes this bill 

as soon as possible and in the same form as it was approved by the Senate. 

But the time available before the next session of the National Assembly will 
allow not only the members but also scholars and the intelligentsia to examine 
the bill and to take a clear stand on the issue of any amendments to the bill. 
That is why the debate in the National Assembly will undoubledly take more time 
than that in the Senate, even though because of the government majority in the 
house, there should be no difficulty in securing passage of the bill. 


In the meantime, it is only fitting that all arrangements should be made to 
realize without delay those basic conditions that Iqbal Ahmed Khan has said 

are essential to make Islam the supreme law of the land and the fountainhead 

of all authority in future lawmaking and policymaking. This mission should be 
pursued with care, hard work and purity in order to ensure that this exercise 
does not remain confined to lawmaking only. The federal minister for justice 
expressed the same sentiment when he said that people shouid be made mentally 
ready to accept those changes that will come in the wake of the constitutional 
amendment bill. As is the practice with the present rulers he blamed the 
political parties for negligence, and he said they had done nothing in the 

past about it. Such an argument cannot be accepted as true. The question 

that should be asked is what solid efforts the martial law administration 

made in this direction when it wielded complete power and when it made enforce- 
ment of Islam its first and foremost goal. And who is responsible for the 
social ills of which the nation's president spoke yesterday in his address to 
the joint session of parliament? In it he gave examples of 2 million rupees 
worth of cars, tens of millions of rupees worth of houses, the expenditure of 
hundreds of thousands of rupees on preparations for marriage, and in contrast, 
the residents of shanty towns, people desperate for two solid meals, and girls 
growing old because they cannot manage a dowry. Iqbal Ahmed said in his inter- 
view that to uproot bad practices from society is an extremely difficult task. 
But it is the duty of those in power, who are now expressing happiness at making 
Islam the supreme law of the land, to crusade against all social ills, evils, 
inequalities and injustices in such a manrer that their political opponents 
dare not charge that the constitutional amendment bill regarding enforcement of 
Islam is merely ammunition to strengthen tne government. If negligence in the 
past is made to justify inaction in the present, then the dream of rectifying 
the present will not be realized even in the future. The fact is that by 
declaring Islam the supreme law of the land and the fountainhead of all 
authority in future policy planning, whereby according to Iqbal Ahmed the 
government is accorded the honor of becoming the keeper of Qaide Azam's 
promises, it has at the same time accepted the weighty responsibility of 
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molding all zovernmental and national affairs in accordance with the orders 
and teachings of Islam. This is a very big challenge that should be not only 
accepted wholeheartedly, but all its requirements should be met in such a man- 
ner that no one should have any cause to complain. What is the good of making 
pious utterances when the heart is not true? 
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PAKISTAN 


EDITORIAL SUPPORTS DEATH PENALTY FOR DENIGRATING PROPHET 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 11 Jul 86 p 9 
{Editorial ] 


[Text] On the last day of its long session in connection with the federal 
budget, the National Assembly approved an amendment in criminal law whereby 
anyone denigrating the Prophet in writing, orally or by signs can be sentenced 
either to death or to life imprisonment with a fine. For every Muslim, heart- 
felt affection, respect and deep love for the Prophet are a basic tenet of 
faith. No Muslim can even imagine, much less tolerate, such an act. Inbued 
in love for the Prophet, Muslims have always considered it their good fortune 
to lay down their lives to avenge any disrespect to the Prophet. In a nation 
which has been created in the name of Islam and in which constitutional steps 
have been taken to make Islam the supreme law of the land, what penalty less 
than death can there for for denigrating the Prophet? Only a person very 
unfortunate, a scoundrel, misled, extremely stupid and prejudiced, could do 
such a thing, and no quarter is or should be given for such a person in an 
Islamic country. In criminal law, this amendment was necessary in its own 
place. Now, steps should be taken to mete out punishment to those who, living 
in Pakistan and partaking of the blessings God has showered on it not only 
find fault with its creation but go even further and talk of breaking it up 
and raise slogans and cause slogans to be raised in this regard. 
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